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On most maps of Greece somc sixty islands are 
delineated and identificd. Sailing charts improve 
on this number, and if onc vvere to count cach iso- 
lated chımk of land throughout the lonian and 
Aegean seas the figüre would escalate toward three 
hundred. But who’s counting? One of the minör 
pleasures of sailing among the Greek islands is to 
be aware, vaguely, that they are just about un- 
countabie. It is also to know why Apoilo, to whom 
there are more temples than to any other ancient 
Greek god, represented light. İt is the püre, un- 
sparing, radiant light of Greece that overvvhelms 
one, first and most abidingiy. The landscape, espe- 
cially that of the Cyciades and of Delos, vvhere 
Apoilo was born, is barren, and the rocks are no 
particular color except for what the luminous light 
bestows on them from season to season; or in a 
single day, from dawn to dusk, when the colors 
run the gamut of the spectrıım from black to violet 
to copper to rose.

Delos is the apotheosis of ali dream islands and 
the illusion is preserved to the extent that although 
thousands of people have wandered över its lovely 
and desolate ruins, nobody is allowed to live there. 
Who is to dispute the legend, explainable in human 
terms, of Leto, the mother of Apoilo and Artemis, 
who was exiled to this most infertile spot to give 
birth to her children and to escape Hera’s jealousy? 
Matron of the gods and wife of Zeus, Hera had 
turned a blind eye to her husband’s visitation of 
other vvomen—in a shower of gold with Danae, as 
a bull with Europa, and as a swan with the lovely 
Leda. But Leto he had visited in human form, and 
Hera would not forget or forgive. Today’s visitor 
can stili see, on Delo.s, the fragments of indis- 
putable historic fact: the superb mosaic floors dec- 
orated with playful dolphins and with Dionysus 
riding a magnificent spotted panther; the theater, 
who.se lloor was al.so constructed as a watcr catch- 
ment to feed a neighboring cistern; and the temples, 
shrines and Ireasurcs ali of which markcd its later 
civilizalion, in the 3rd Century ıt.c„ when the 
island was partly a çenter of religious pilgrimage, 
and partly a Irading center-the ancient Greeks .sel- 
dom separatcd the sacred from the .secular-its in- 
lluence strclching east, soulh and wesl. 7hen. as 
the iravcicr will stili find loday in the more remotc 
islands, hospitality lo the strangcr was a sacred 
ritual. İt may be symbolizcd by no more than an 
uprighl cane chair beside an öpen doorway, and a 
bunch of basil growing in a whitewashcd gasoline 
drum. İn Amorgos, an island known to fcw main- 
land (irccks and fcwcr forcigners. I wandcrcd inio 
a wallcd gardcn full of pomcgranate Irccs and roses 
and hibiscus. a dream world of its own. .Suddcniy, 
and apparently from nowherc. a village wontan, 
veilcd likc most of her island compalriols, appeared 
and began lo galher llowers. addıng a rose here, a 
sprig of basil there. and presented the bunch lo me. 
Asked inio anyone’s bönse and you will be yon 
are olfereıl a glass of cold waler and a spoonful of 
jam that lastesof roses

l'aradoxıcally, the most acceplable fornt of re

payment is—of ali things—a photograph, preferably 
in color. This 1 first discovered while wandering 
through some of the remote hili towns in Corfu. 
Whatever one tried to photograph, except a grave- 
yard, children planted themselves in a grinning row 
in front of it. Old wofnen, too, stood like instinctive 
models, a basket poised on top of their heads, as 
they shrieked to their friends to come and get in 
the picture. Mechanism is magic, and they have a 
childlike love for it. It was in such a village that I 
saw, one evening, a trail of men, women and chil
dren, each carrying upright chairs, move toward 
the main piazza where a large van was parked. İt 
was the fortnightly traveling cincma.

Corfu is a relatively sophistieated island. İt was 
colonized f.ov four hundred years by the Venetians 
who left, in the Capital, elegant colonnades and tali, 
pale stone houses with beautifully fretted windows. 
There are four luxury hotels, dotted around the 
Capital and the coast, and a grandiloquent casino, 
housed in the palace originally built by the Empress 
Elizabeth of Austria. Yet, within its forty miles 
from top to toe, the gentry possess two houses, one 
for country and one for town. 7'he peasant giriş in 
the north dress quite diflferently from those of the 
South, where, when they marry, twenty olive Irees 
are the usual dowry.

Or;e evening last summer, 1 came upon the litlle 
west-coast fishing village of Benitses, en fete with 
the festival of its local saint, Marina, and saw 
something that epitomizcd the gaicty and simplicity 
that is Greek island life. Village giriş, linked by 
hand-held kerchiefs, were dancing in a circle 
around an energetic three-piece band; lambs, im- 
paled on long poles, roasted—and oh, the smcil!— 
över charcoal braziers, the red cinders dropping 
into the sand. An old man wilh a glass in his hand 
and a sprig of jasmine clenched bclween his leelh 
was dancing a step or two of his own, oblivious but 
happy. The priest, who had been handing out pieces 
of blessed brcad, wandcred out of his church to ob- 
servc a conjuror, his mouth stulTcd wilh cotton 
wool, who was swallowing razor bladcs. 1 here was 
a lent, specially sel up for the occasion, inside which 
a bclly dancer with a bcadcd hosom and vasi cx- 
panses of plump white flcsh nonchalanlly clicked 
her caslanels. A girl walkcd by, cradling what I 
hoped was a pcl lamb, not immcdialciy intcnded 
for the spil, and cveryonc who vvas not olhcrwise 
occupied crowded round lo siroke the (lal black silk 
of iis nose.

İl seems cxlraordinary ihat this island of olive 
grovcs and honcysuckIe and yolk-ycllow daisies. 
wiıh lircllies tlashing through Ihe summer nighl. 
should possess anyihıng so prosaic or conlemporarv 
as an air-sirip (and a jet onc al ihal I bul, like se\- 
cral of Ihe islands, il docs. ^'cl Ihe ssaicrlronl al 
l’ıraeus. wiıh ıis mcnu of dclıghis in ıhe shapc ol 
sieamcr sailmgs. usually cbalked on a blackboard. 
ıs a vasily more romaniıc prospeci ıhan Aihens' 
ılomesiıe aırport I ew torımol iransp«>rl yıeld quıie 
IİH.’ same pleasure ol anlıctpalıon. nor such aı! 
venlure ol human conlacl. ( nnıinnrJ on f’ue* "
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language regardless, as a plain Greek
islami steamer.

For various reasons, punctuality 
and creature comfbrt among them, it 
is as vvcil that thc Aegcan casts thc 
spcll it docs. Sit on thc deck and 
vvatch thc prisms of sapphirc light 
through thc waters bclovv; thc puffy 
hluc islands harden to bronzc as you 
approach thc port, thcrc to cxchangc 
passcngcrs and takc aboard thc island 
cxports; swcct nougat from Syros, 
marhie from Naxos, piglcts from 
Paros and tomatoes from cverywhcrc. 
Wiıh a rattic of thc anchor chain, thc 
port bcgins to dissolvc oncc morc into 
thc horizon and you sclllc back to 
Match thc scagulU' wings, Iransluccnt 
againsi ihal dazzling sky, fccling al>

ready thc first symptoms of a near- 
fatal disease called islomania.

Those who are afîlicted by it eschevv 
thc main classical sights (Delos, that 
most ravishingly bcautiful of all is
lands and all ruins, bcing thc grcat ex- 
ccption), togethcr with Guides Bleu, 
Baedeker and evcn human. They will- 
ingly pass up comfortable hotels and 
icc in their drinks for a clean-scrubbed 
room to sicep in, and a share of thc 
shower dovvn thc corridor. Of caiqucs 
to sail in, and tavernas to cat in—thc 
şort with scrapy chairs, a stonc floor, 
and mullcts, moussaka and kcbabs to 
choosc from in a scmi-rcfrigcratcd 
glass casc; of littic vvhitc churchcs 
and mulc tracks to vvalk or ridc along, 
thcy can ncvcr fınd cnough. The pros- 
pcet of every ncw harbor on an un- 
familiar island is a challcngc and a 
dclight.

Most pcoplc who go to Grcccc for 
thc first time scc Mykonos, since it is

on thc itineraries of every cruise ship 
and most private yachts. The Athe- 
nians, who adore it and have created 
from it a kind of Aegean Capri of 
esoteric Httle bars and boutiques, all 
housed in minuscule whitewashed 
cottages, can never understand why 
anyone should want to go further. 
Equally, most foreigners who fail in 
love with Greece devote their time to 
discovering a Virgin facsimile of My
konos.

The island most likeFy to succced 
Mykonos is los. The harbor is too 
small for thc cruise ships which could 
wrcck it in a season, but island steam- 
ers put in thcrc (thc journey is thir- 
teen hours from Piracus, and worth 
■0, as also do many yachtsmcn, for 
thc anehorage is small, dcep and shcl- 
tered. The port is an animated stagc 
set of low whitc houscs, cafes and 
tavernas. Georgiou, who runs thc 
most popular of them, took us in his

fishing boat to Mylopota beach to 
find a mile of deserted blond sand to 
walk along, water fathoms deep to 
swim in, and a hospitable littie taverna 
which provided the traditional lunch 
of olives, white feta goats’ eheese 
and fish.

los recently acquired Street light- 
ing, but to my knovvledge stili has no 
wheeled transport. Mules with taxi 
stenciled on their bridles wait to carry 
luggage from the jetty, and I have 
even seen them in a house-moving 
operation, loaded with bcdstead, 
chairs, rugs and all. In the evening, 
we rodc by mulc up thc flight of shal- 
low stonc steps to thc upper town, an 
Orthodox pricst in full regalia jog- 
ging ahcad, to find a picturcsquc ag- 
glomeration of steep, whitewashcd 
alleyways dccoratcd with pots of ger- 
anium and swcct basil; minuscule 
churchcs and even linicr houscs, with 
a vicw from thc hilltop over thc wholc
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