How the Turks
invented the most
creative mecha-
hism In the histoty
of collecting to
regain their
looted heritage

er all the time. Yer, the Greeks nre still enlling ot for the immedinte

returii of the Parthenon picees, OF conrse, those old stones aren't maving,
The reason is that the Greeks in charge are just yelling, not doing nnything seri-
nhisly constructive, The Greck anthoritics won't like this unsolicited adviee, but
they onght to have a chil witl, rote of their traditional enemien, the Tutks (who
happened to e in charge of Athens when the Partheron sculptires were allowed
ol), and findd out hov they do it. For when it comes to wresting illegally or illicitly
tipped away picces of the national artistic natimony from the elytchies of Ameri-
can miscums, privale collectors and dcnlv?f;mﬁnngling them back home,
nobody docs it better than the Tutks. They have invented the miost crentive incen-
tive in the history of museuims and collecting to guarnntee the ruecessful regaining
of their pricelesa stolen hmiln(zn. This mmtlnimny is 80 nenl, '8 enle.

The authorities in Tutkey's Ministiy of Gulture have one of the world's
biggest headnches when it comes to smuggled antiquitics, The cotinlry is the
wotld's top supplier of Classi-
cal works to Western mar-
kets—all illiclt. The renson is
that Turkey has more ancient
Roman tawns than Italy, mote
aneient Gracek sites than all of
Greece. Turkey is home 1o an
astounding 36 nncient cul-
tires, ranping from Hittite and
Arsytinn tn Hellenintie,
Roman and Byzanting, The
bounty of these art-rich civi-
lizations is sprend across the

rﬁ1 he ery in the aif world tockay is “Elgin Mathles, hol” and it's tetting loud-

cotntry and buried deep down
in its Innd, Evety time a plow
digs another half a foot into
the soil, more trepanre is
tnearthed. Evety time a hut-
by Thomas HOV‘"Q ton starta up a wietal deteclot
(ot allowed in Turkey, bit so

what?). chances are (hat rome spectacular nntique pinee will soomn emerpe,
When it comns to smugeling antiquitics nnd pushing them into the world
market, the Tarkish Mafin outshities even its lalinn cotitilerpatt. The reason i
the ftec-entennise systen itsell. At the end of World Way 1, the Turkish Mafin
took control of 1he passage of all contiaband in md out of cotmtry that for con-
turies bad prided itself on smugeling—and which indend posacsses a hady of
sonps and anpns about (e hearty and intrepid Robin Hood-type smugglers,
Then, in the 19508 aid 605, the rilk stockings tinmed info diipa, especinlly the

fitse pencdes of heroly eooked down from Twkey's famons opinm poppy erops, To

push the heroin, a vast and exceplionally efficient network of erooked police
and evistoms officinls plus well-paid diivers at the wheels of dozens of trana-
Eutopenn trucks was formed, When the drug trade slowed down—Ametien
forced the abandonment of the poppy fielda— thye Turkish Mafin tirmed to an
oven higlu-r-pmﬁl-mm;v‘in product to smupple—and one that cnrtied few, if any,
penalties when ramething went wrong ane the taMickers pot canght: antluities,
Todny n “K* of taw fieroin tosls ahout 8,000 an the sticelx of Istanbul and
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cells for alyny $30.000 iy Eutopes i $28,000 i Aniciica
feocaing heing mope popalar i the U.S.). The penalty if
the purchagey BeIR eanght iy Tinkey with g vk mirk s
Midnight Express ook Jike kindetganen, T (nke n 1e).
lenlatle statye coting ahout e e, $7.000.— ppocifi.
eolly, a marhle statve fon the 24 centuey 0.c. of Marsysas
about 1o e Nayed by Apallo, whicl was discovered whey
it wag hil by the Iractor ol a Tvmner namedd Abdaralimiy—
and et it vin he paid-ofl cops and tttickers and denlers to
New York, and the final price tng is £540.000. And it's
hurgnin, Il any of the miscroants iy flye chain from the
larier to the Ney York dealor rels nabhed, it's a slap on
thes wrist, Becnuse of e evident gaod sense ay favoralle
CCONoMing of Turkey's suipled-antiquities ade, the
annual hanele AMOUNIS 0 it avernge $200) million iy
retail dollars, That's free enterprise for yon,

he pracise moment when the ‘T ki), govetnmeny
trind o, “Enough! Stop this trade!™ ey known,
Roticen close 19 (e Ministiy of Culture elaing iha wns
when the in-louse lawyer of Ne York's Mnlmpn“lnn
Muneum of Att, Ashion Hawking, speatheaded offore {o
Ret legislation pansed in Alhany that would restrict tha

Turkey is (1 world’s op supplior of

picee collection ol silver, gold aid hionzn ohjects dating
to the 61y CENY 1 1) e honght iy e mosenn from
the lnte denley Tohn 1 Klejuian in thiee Tote i the .
19605 for arammn $1.5 million, Klejman b hovght the
hontdd from T kisl, denler Al Bayitlar—a.k.a. Al Baha,
The hoard itself had been ariginally discovered by a
pair of “nigh diggers,” Osman and Durmusl; by name,

from a toml near Sardis, in west centenl Tutkey, ”M]'ilc

winel of the materinl iy 1974, 1e Met, witl, C. Donglag 1)
lon ns presiclont and ater, et (el myself ditector,

Hgation, but ngreed (1t il they conld conre tpwith rali
ool that the “East (3 ook Treasme™ lind come fiom the
tomh near Sardis, they conld have it hack, Bt after il
lon's retivement in 1983, the nusenm hent nid ultimately
hroke that poliey, and whon the Prool wig fontheoming, the
Met persistently rofised even o discusa the totyr, or shar-
ing of the treasute, a third of which still Temning fy Tutkey,
Sothe Turke hired a New York lawyer, Larty Knye of Hep-
tick, Feinstein, nid went 1o can,

I the: fuce of e Met's stone.s
walling, the Turke Brew angrier and

Chl’SSiCéll W()l"(s Lo ‘VCS'.CI.'H lll(ll.'kC[S\ “UBtier and ever mogo tenacious,

all illieiy,

slatule of limitationg o stolen antiquities 1o amere three
yenrs from e firg ublic: notification of the acquisition
of the nnlicindtios, therehy favoting the inferesie ol insli-
tutional pirchusers, These effotts, in 1985 ahd again in
1906, ware hotly thwarted by the voto of an alarmed Goy.
ermot Mario Cuoma, wha, alered by the U.S. State Depan-
menl, t'cc'nred. “These ants would have turnedd New

otk into & hayen for cultyral Properly stolen alyrond "

recond pas through the State Sennte and Assemhly, iy
the midst of the Proceas, the legisltion wis “los)," Iy
feappeared only in the fuat week of the seasion. thie tine
identified by a e and hatd-1o- 1y e lepistation mumbyer.

The Wanderlng Hoard

There xeemn lin)e doubt that this attempt to mnke
New York'a musetms “fences™ wns linked 1o the Mel's
ellottn 1o atal) i}, lawanit hroup by the Turks 1o el
haek what they eall iy, “Lyian Ny The hoard, which
the Met dulyed the “Enat Gregk™ frennune i what wonl|
Appent to have hoey mempl to push the (il lowar
Creece aid mwny from nnelent Tunkey, jnn linue 225.

fighting off seyeral motions hy the

museum to quaslh (e coutt case, Fail-

ing in those ploys and secing, at lst,
that the Turkq were never going 1o disnppear, n delega-
tion of Mot officinls led by Prosident William Lucrs an
including Director Philippe de Montehello and lawyer
Hawking travelad to Turkey nronumnd Christmns 1992 1,
talk to Minister of Cullure Fikyi Saglar and Aurrender,
The plan wag to admit—for 116 fital time since 1974
that the lrensllrc was Tarkish and did holong with thc;
piccek loft behild and to niake n dJonl toshire (he ohjects,’
Khy, five deals in New York and five yenrs I Turkey.
Angeted, the inister refimed 1o 1tk 10 the men from the
Met, wha retorned home saying only tha inadequate
hotel nccommadations hn fored them to eut gl their
ttip hefore o meeling could e seranged. When asked il
he'd met the ministor face-to-face, Liers saya that he
“discussions with an officinl in the minialry,”

Minister Saglar was reportedly furious that the mise.
um would try 1o negotinte a shared Jonn afler il years of
silence. And he could allord to spuen e mnsem's pirj-
fully late ndvanees, minen the Ol enne wecma 1o fye
roing woll for (e Tmhn—mpm:inlly o they hinve held iy
reserve n key withess, il Met's own formar n8aocinle
eurator of Grek i Roman nrly Anddiewe Olivet, )y,
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Oliver made a quict visit to the Sardis tomb in the antly
19708 and spolted fragnients of alabaster sphinxes, parts
of which are now in the muscum’s slotcronns,

The Surprising Strongman

The dig at the ancient site of Perpa is one of the tmost
active in Turkey, with an abundance of heautiful seulp-
ture being found daily. The site wna one of the glorics of
the Hellenistic world, n eity 0 which some of the finest
artistic schools of the 4th and 3id centuties 0.6, were
located. In 1980 a splendid example of Ronan senlpture
dating to the Late Antonine periad (1702192 A.n.), »
thtee-quarter aize mathle statue of Herenles testing, was
discovered and officially fnventaticd. The picce was hro-
ken at the waist but otherwise intact.

Late one evening, “night diggers,” wha citele archae-
ological sites in Turkey like jackals in the veldt, made
their way into a tareronm and stole the upper part of the
statue—the eminently marketable part. The pince was
noon spirited out of the country and made its way to Aniet-
fcn, where, through an unknown antiquities dealer, it foll
into the possession of the colleclors Leon Levy and Shal-
by White. The hattom patt of the Hereules came to rest in
a promincent gallery in the Antalya Museum. Levy and
White very graciously give a 50 pereent share of 1
tpper it to the Muscum of Fine Aits in Boston through
th Jerome Levy Foundation in 1981 10 was published in
8 lnvish exhibition eatalogue entitled Glories of the Past,
and wns scen in a show hy the sanie name that ran at the
Met from the fall of 1990 to eatly 1991, Boston's curator
of Clnssical ait, Cornelius Vermenle, wote the publica-
tion entry. 1t ix impressively lenmed:

The original version of this statue, which derives from
the Weary: Herakles identified with Lysippos of Sikyon, of
ahout 330 R.C., wns craated at Perpamon in notthwest
Ania Minor ot the height of that kingdon's artistic pres.
tige, o the years 175 (o 130 n.c. The uwnruly stranda of
the hait and beard are hunched in masges of curla: the
brow Is knotted: the eyes are sunken ahove protruding
checkbones: and the expression of stain is heightened
by the depth of the mouth—all, characteristics of the ro-
enlled "ergnmcne bnmqun nl)‘ln of Creck nrulplnm. )

The Pergamene reatyling of the Weary Herakles afier
Lykippos war one of the most popilar Creek Tnperial
atatien. Severnn colna supgent that this Late Antoning
exmmple conld hinve heen part of a grovp: Hernkles eon.
templating his infant son, Telephos, heing nutred by a
hind in the mountains of Ateadia. Teleplios was 1o prow

_:,-._’" - -_.-.~ 3

e

i

' up to hecome the legendary founder of Perpamon.—.q 1 toak @ while, hut the Tueks® pessistenee poid off when the
enteet paralleling that of Romulus In Itnly. “Jaeket™ (in Waston) and the “pante™ tin the Antalso
Vermeule demonstrated an exceptional ‘(nm\"mlnn of Musenm) of this stutie of Bevenles swere finally proved to
contintied on page 122 belong topether.
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Turkish Delight

ArEe. LD S O .,..-4.“._..-.___-..._-_;;&1..‘_-.___..%_.___._‘_:.._.if" R et CEPE Y i ey
W o

contlned from page 91

tompatahle works, citing  hevy of
aeirees. Ha gummied np by saying thal
“the Lovy Herukles Macle & slgnificant
centtibutlon to the perpetuntion of
Crrek monbimanial aealplore iy the
Butes Roman Umpertad world,*
When the Lovy-White holdings
weres liswin al the e, thaugh, s ang-
tear aechineolaglal apatled the hand-
mone bk mitelenime 1o the fimeddingo
tonehiston that, hl)'”r:ﬂrn"_\'. the plece
hiel fos he Teankih, e faxed a Xerox of
the repraduction i the catalopue (o
the cintor at the Atalyn Musetin nnd
Wi mmiseed, Bt yof ai all surpised, 1o
teetivo by et fag the fmoge of the
Jogs, the at, the teat of the hor's freal
elub atnd the Hoi's akin, The two Reci-
inigly conipleméntary pieces wore room
pblished in sevéral 4 magazines and
the /v ete Yark Thmes.
Yermetle wiss asked sl e curd-
o1l e ppettstance ot dismitased the pros-
sthilitg of the perfeet fit of “jackel to
pantn” as dnconelialve, “The sncient
world sihotineds fry fingiients of the Weary
Hetalk'es," he wiig hetrd 1o gay. Whon
asked if any of thes fit he tops of the hero
ko well he clated he dida't ko Inter.
estlinly, Vermeule had spent much of
the atnmier of 1969 1 Turkey, in P'orga,
and rvg il ly vhadten] the Antalya Muse-
i, whore the legé wetre prominenily
ot clisplag. When iitétied whether the
slimila ity i atglo, measurements, mat-
ble 5115 aind 5t with the MEA's Herciles
ha't strrek his et eye, Vermouln
tepliad, really didn't notice.” i1e
Ahtugaed when It sas pointed out to him
that ¥t did xeom a bt ld ihat when he
wrots the detatled and wcholutly entry
for the Levy catalogue, he had fuiled 1o
triee the ohivlos extection,
The Turkinh authorlties were

Meamed up alout Vermeule's bland

rejection wd theough laswyer Kaye liad
a plaster cast—in 1he shape of a large
paneake about wn el thick—mnde of
the aection of (e aplit trunk of the
Antalya Herenlox, e plaster was rent
too ther Bvsis sehrres dvers mxprettn hlredd hy

m,m-_______..

e Tinks fittedd the plaster panenke 1o
the bottons of e Herenlen, Vornionle
Wik in allendanea,

The “binpperiing™ s enterinin.
g, The expetin niged Inwyer Kaye cried
ol “Sen, 1§ Hl,t-—hdvnhr!_b‘)'!" Ver.
tanle, halding, nl::rl;;jt-m'krnf;—nf!nvlc-
frle, purand hie Hipa for long while,
&linelying what wrie Froing on, aned waned
Inter toll 4 feporter from the Ao Jork
Timtes, “He hottons Bl of the Trrkiahy
eant is ahott two inelies oo g on onn
ide, il an fely on the other, Brsides,
i etinlike hulge tn front thay
has wetlitig to o sl the Lavp-hite
Yernion, "

Vemioule would &0 ol 6 miitae that
Wit otvn toreareh incdicated that the
&rou of klatnes {y Antalya “wéie all
tieh higgor thar vur higed, whicl is
visibly eniller than life-&ize."* e il
that the Tikial, half “secmed 10 hivee o
Havel . Wl i slatia have fo
helly huttong 2+ Nothing the ather aide
cotilel mag el tanvinee s olfurnte
Veritienle that the cant happend to le
largot o its hottofn hechuse, for the
Kake of tine gl eotveniencs, e plag.
ter had not heey et hack to the égnet
measiements of the statue,

Turkey thresitened o lawauit, jhoint-
ing oul that 4 frial wns in progross oeer
theMet'a so-called “East Groak ™ {ten-
ure. Vermanle shiugged. Aned that
Seemed tie o1l of tla mallor,

Bt whow 1 Comes lo 4 &iirnod
antiguity, the T ke aie dopped, A con-
Kidetable oxponse, the curataes al (he
/\nlnly_n Musetm ninde anather enst,
This e It was the conplete lower gae-
tion of 1y Hereulos in ll jia tatnils,
With no tpped eclges. 1 1992 tha east
was sol o the Boston muscuh, allen-
tion Cormeliig Venrmenle, wha expiressed
Cxlreme Inforest in the project (o try to
fit iy togethor with the Hercules torsa,
now haek by the MFA Trom the loan
MW, When the deanmintle moment tanjo
i one of (e musenm’s sloteroone ad
e mar e forwer wins gingenly pliced o
fop of the enet ) the twa ploces vty

—.\‘.._-‘._\_._..__-.. e emesim
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nlly elicked intn plm‘rm,w.vfm'”)'.
nlmost aq i they had hean mnge-
lized—Vermenle Tooked wp b utler
asionishment, 1y rhocked," he gaid,
“'m a0 sprined! Well § weyer |
He pired |v'm'it"y nt e CXpeits tepire-
renting Turkey's intereeta nited mielden.
ly aaked, St wonld you Die willing to

dinetinn n el ed lum?

No.

The picee fa il in Hoston right
now, bt witly Tinkes thientening faw-
ruits, nne Nontay tnlikely to monit 2
Fasteclitely elofenine, dont’the s taed jo
see the “jneker refolilng the “prnig’
i the prnd rallery in the Antalya
Musctinn hefores fo log, i

Persistence joys off,

A Neat Plece of Machinery

The Antalyn Musoum I« hinst 1o
another sipedy yel hagmentary Reman
witke—a lupe gl rareoplingis,
diting to mennd 150 Advwith a bipped
toof ane & body decarnted i docp relief, -
astefully crafied with feminle personi-
fications nnd Racky little naked putt
holding up o rinnt garland. The henrers
are inlerspersed with lhr'ntlir:nf~'(nv§cl'lvg
thnsks of penctiating gaze and formicla-
hle strength, The taegm oflicinls are
deliphted 1o Possess the mapnificent
work, hut vt tecently their delight
wie mitted Dy the sispicion that aneth.- )
or gailand snteophaps, tatally intaet,
havel been spitited away fom gitihern
Anntolia by the nhiquitons “night dig-
218" who pride iemaclvas an being
able to apis it anything—even w three.
fon sarcoplingis—mt of (he counlry,
They waited, hopeful that the Hitored
picee would furn up,

And, of conrme, it did. taking & yoar
or two 1o minke s way threugh the -
tsclergronnd ilrond of solei antiei.
ties to New York, It waa arotind Chyisf-
mne 1987, and 1l Place of honor wns
the raoklyn Misermn, The pailand ane-
coplinpis wis exhibited in the center of
atecondithoned kllery T the by f .
lory rrrowding the court on the tinee.
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