
DP* patriğe and THE COLLEGE

A tr ibute  paid to Mary Mills  Fatrick by her friend and  ̂
co l league,  Eleanor I . '  Burns, on the occaslon  o f  Dr, Patrıck s 
Centenary, March 10, 1950, and o f  the SiJ^tleth Anniveroary 
o f  the Granting o f  a College Charter to the American College 
f o r  G ir iş ,  İstanbul,  Turkey, March 20, 1950
The Home Schoo l - - the  ancestor o f  the American College .̂ or Giriş- 

was begun in 1871--at  Ttakiwar--and when rır. Patriok .loinoa i t s  f r  
in  1875, i t  was o f  High Sohool grade., Baoauso she was unvall ıng to 
have the sohool remain at that l e v e l ,  she enlarged the_ourrıculum_ 
and strurpled to secure teachers who had adeguate, sp ec ıa l ized  traın-  
? n l  P inSlly  in 1890, a fter  years o f  e f f o r t  on her part,  in whıch 
shf  was strong iy  seoondod by an in f lu e n t ia l  Trustee, Miss Caroline 
Borden, the Commonwealth o f  Ma'ssachusetts granted the ı n s t ı t u t ıo n  
a Charter as a College of  /ırts and Sciences ,

Throughout the years, from th is  f i r s t  Charter u n t i l  her 
retirement in June, 1924, Dr. Patrick continued to work with might 
and main to improve the course o f  inntruct ion ,  to secure pro fessors  
who were s p e c i a l i s t s ,  a n d t o  provide adequate build ings  and 
epuioment f o r  the College#

Twice during these years,  she demonstrated her a b i l i t y  to^make 
the most o f  any opportunity .  . In 1905 there was a disastrous f i r e  
which destroyed the newest bu i ld ing  at Üsküdar--Barton Hail .  After 
the f i r e .  Dr. Patrick wasted no time in ” crying över s p i l t  mılk ,
but sa id ;  '’Let us move from Scutari to the European shore, and
build  a plant that is  worthy o f  our C o l l e g e . ’' By h ero ic  e f f o r t s  
she achieved her goal ,  and in April 1914, the Colloge moved to
Arnavutköy. On the new campus there wero s ix ty  acres o f  land, and
f iv e  build ings  that had no r i v a l  in the c i t y .

After the f i r s t  '''^orld war, Admiral Mark L. B r is to l  arrived
ear ly  ın^l919, with the dual t i t l e  o f  Ü.S. High Gom.missioner and 
Commander o f  Ü.S. Naval Forces in Turkish v/aters. At önce 
Dr. Patrick envisaged the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  opening a Medıcal Depart
ment at the College ,  because .she now saw her way c lear  to  secure 
the necessary c l i n i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  Again she was the opportunist 
who arousod the in te r e s t  o f  Admiral B r is to l ,  as well  as that o f  
the Near East R e l i e f  and the American Red Cross. After they had 
agreed to  supply eguipment and nur ses f o r  arı American Hospital ,  she 
induced the Trusteos o f  the College to öpen a Medical Department, 
to  subsidize the H ospital ,  and to  provide the sa la r ie s  o f  tho
Direetor  and Head Nurse o f  the Hospital .  The D iroctor  was the
head o f  the College Medical Department and a lso  the res iden t  doctor  
o f  the Collego.

The c lo s in g  o f  the Medical Department by the lega l  regu lat ions  
o f  the Turkish Republic co inc ided  with Dr. Patrick*s retirement 
in June 1924. It  was a crushing blow, from which Dr. Patrick 
never f u l l y  recovered .  Howevor, as we look  back, we r e a l iz e  that 
she did not labor in vain, because o f  two tangible  r e s u l t s :  the 
opening o f  the Government Medical School to womon; and the 
establishment o f  the American Hospital in İstanbul.

No student o f  today and few o f  tho present Faculty and S t a f f  
know Dr. Patrick person a lly ,  but so long as they be l ieve  in 
learn ing  fo r  i t s  ov/n sako, and in tho high place women do and must 
hold in the Turkish Republic ,  Dr. Patrick w i l l  s t i l i  be a l iv o  and 
oynanıl c.  This is tho contonary o f  hor b i r th ,  and we honor ono who 
wd.T groat not only as Prosident o f  our C ol lege ,  but as a pione^r 
Oi genoration İn which higher oducation fo r  women was not
wldcly accepted. p*"/. . _
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