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Assembly at The American Oolıege for Giriş 
May 11,193b
It is a very far cry in the history of the 
College ynd indeed of the world, from ^
time when I was chosen president of the 
Government Association in 1908-09, and the 
i^sta^ation of the nevvest president of the 

“̂tfoYernment Association here today.
Many of the features of college life in 
those days were quite different. When I was 
a student, the college was in Asia and now 
it is in Europe...though perhaps it is diff- 
icult to think of Üsküdar as Asiaj v̂ hen I 
was a student we vvere a part of the Ottoman 
Erapire and the ruler vvas a sultan. Now 
the country is a Repuhlic and the empire, 
like so many empires, has vanished. Vdıen 
1 vvas a student very few careers vvere öpen to 
vvomen and now their choice is almost limit- 
less. You can think of many other changes... 
perhaps no* country in the vvorld has changed 
so rapidly in the last 45 years as Turkey.
You will smile vvhen I teli you that in my 
class vvhich graduated in 1909 there vvere only
five students..... tv-'o Arraenians, two Bul-garians and myself. It happened that the
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class before me, to vvhich İVlrs, Black belonged, 
was -tv/ice as large and the one follovving 
even larger. But we were a handful o f five.
I do not know what your ar-^rangements now 
are, but in those remote days, there were 
seven giriş, inciuding the president, on 

,_the executive committee and each day of the 
^eek was allotted to one of these giriş, 
when she becarne the girl*on duty. As we 
were oıjly five and as there are seven days 
in the vveek, we had to elect two Juniors 
to help us out, for as you see every raember 
of the Senior Class was elected on the 
executive committee. It was usual for the 
president of the Association to be on duty 
on Sunday, for 1 must remind you that we 
were not allovved to go home över vveekends, 
but only önce a month. There were classes 
on Saturday, rneetings on Sunday' and Monday 
was ou1̂  holiday. But not alvvays a free day, 
let me add. . Por often we were taken on 
Mondays to the city to view the monuments, 
and to be lectured to on Byzantine and 
Turkish history. And Monday afternoons were 
often taken up with rneetings.
Although the college to you may seem very 
much smaller in those^ays, the duties of 
the president of the ̂ fit^Covernment were
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arduous' . I can remember how vvorried I was 
when I had to speak to my friends if they 
broke the rules. I remember how I listened 
to sinister sounds from the dormitory after 
the retiring beli. One learns a great 
deal in a short space of time...one learns 
self-contt^ol and the management of people, 
one of the hardest tasks in the vvorid. Some- 
times a weak girl on duty vvould rebel and 
say it Vv'as ali too difficult and she vvould 
resign... .vvhereupon the president had to 
bolster her up, try to give her courage, and 
generally work tvvice as hard because of a 
lack of cooperation. Dr. Patrick herself 
was alvvays bolstering us up, with words of 
praise and admönition. She was inordinately 
proud of the S&î^^ovemment Associât’ion.
She never failed to teli visitors how well it 
vs'orked. And we were made to #,eel that we 
must live up to her estimation of us, even 
though we knew that we fell far short of her 
idea of our ability.
There was a system of reports. When a girl 
infringed a rule, she was“reported"by the 
girl on duty. At the end of the day, at 
four o^cl'ock I think it was, we ali assembled 
in the Study Hail and Dr. Patrick*s Assist- 
ant, vv'ho vvas the adviser of our committee, came in and solemniy read out the names of
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the giriş who were ‘‘reported.” l'here was 
one rule that troubled us ali. This was 
the language rule. A strange device was 
thought of to make ali the giriş speak 
English during the day. . . Qx. ffrenoh en— bîre 

deys. l'his wp,s called the Medal.
The girl on duty was given, early in the 
morning a chain^on which hung a small disk. 
When she heard a girl speak a language not 
English (it might be Turkish, Armenian, (rreek, 
Bulgarian, Erench or Gerrııan) she handed 
the cuiprit the ûiedal. \Vhereupon this girl 
had to hand it on to the next one whom she 
heard speaking the vvrong langaage. Then 
at the end of the day, the girl who stili 
held the Medal was ”reported.” You can see 
it was safer to break the rule early in the 
day rather than later'. I can r emember the franticeefforts of a girl who had the Medalı 
for instance, at three o*clock. üne could 
see her bearing dovm on her comrades with 
her ears pocked to listen to what they were 
saying. There was a good deal of feeling 
aroused by the Medal. Many said ali the 
giriş who had spoken the vvrong langöi«&ge should 
be reported, not only the last one. And 
there was some trufsfth in the ir argument.
After a while the Medal was abandoned. But 
for a time it worked surprisingiy well.
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You probably have your own methods, new 
ones|for dealing with the transgressions 
of your f ellovv students. I would like 
to offer the new president my very hest 
vvishes, May s/he have the support and co- 
operation of her class, the respect of the 
teachers and students and very good luck 
through her whole term of Office^'
I am sure there are many tales that could 
be jrold by the older presidents of the 
S^^«^^vernment Assocâation which would 
interest and amuse you. But I want to 
’C.onclude my short talk by a tribute to 
one of the ex-presidents, the one who pre- 
ceded me, İv j t s . Black. We were young to- 
gether and we shared the same responsibil- 
ities. We leamed not only lessons from 

'̂ [̂̂ ur books but very important lessmns from 
our fellovv students on how to keep order, 
do justlyjSuppressTTannoyance, and try 
to create an atmosphere of harınony and 
good will. 1 have knov>,Ti l̂'ırs. Black as ̂
student teacher, ao*^rofG5ffior wife and 

> as^re^ident *s wife.'’ İn each of her r'̂ les 
^ h e  has done extremely well. Now »he is 
leaving us for America and we want to teli 
her how much we shall miss her. She has 
made through the years a very valuable contribution to the happiness of many
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people at bothcolleges. Let us wish her 
happiness in her new r^le in AmeRica, We 
can ask her not to forget the old days... 
the really old days of Üsküdar, when she 
had her first contact with our college, vvhere 
she spent part of held Office
and raade friends; %iıe more recent days,
. when she has been the vvonderfully kind hostess 
of Kennedy Lodge^nere ali were welcopıe..^_

W W «** <7»^ M-f W^VvOUUWN

It hasaong been the custom t o say to our de- 
parting friend^"God Speed”. But in these
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