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¢ _Dr. Yary Nills Patrick

First President of the American College for Girls.

I have chosen today to speak of M-ory Mills Patrick ,
not only because she might be of intereﬁt to you as the
virtuel founder of the American College for Girls, but be-
cause she waé in ﬁerself a very remarkable woman. She lived
in Turkey for 53 years. She was devoted to its people, part-
icularly to the education of its women snd she was the inter-
ested witness of immense changes in the country, sociai,
educational and political. Being the child of her era, she
héad the spirit of the pioneer. She was a feminist, passion-
ately dedicsted to the independence and emancipation of
omen.

The trouble about talking of Dr. Patrick is that there
is so much tosay that I hardly know what elements to vpick out.
Her lite was so closely connected with the Girls' Coliege, for
so meny years that only a complete history of the iﬁétiyution
would do her justice. A talk about her could be taken from
a dozen different angles.

She wrs born in 1850 in Centerbury, N.H. buf when she
was only a child,‘her family moved west to Iowa, and it was
here that.éhe grew up. Her family was a pious, God-fearing
one with bodkiéh habits;Afof her immedinte forebears had
been chérgymen.‘AHer mother and father and brothers and sisters
were interested iinguiéts'and read their daily Bible in several

langpages. She went to a small Iowa College, called Iyons

/
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College and she graduated with honors. Becsuce of her peculiar
upbrineing, it was natural that she wes fiféd with the idea
of being a missionery. So, when she was 21 (far too young)
in 187l,lshe was appointed by the Womants Board of the Con-

gregational Churkh to a mission school in Erzerum, eastern

Turkey.
You should read her account of her journey from

Chicago, where she bade her father goodbye to Erzerum in 1871.
She had never been far from home; she had never seen the ocean:
she had nevef been abroad, at all. Her journey , with a small
group also on their wayt o Turkey, took her to New York by
train, to London by ship and. then t0 Eﬁrone. There was no
train to Constantinople in those days, so her party came down
the Danube to the Bulgarién port of Rustchuk, whence a steamex
brought them to this city, via the Black Sea. Then there
was another long trek in front of her, again into the Black
Sea to Trebizond and from there on horseback all the way to
Erzarum , a trip that took a week.

Erzerfim in 1871 was a walled city, bleak in winter,
a place out of the world. It was & completely oriental edsky,
with veiled women, a strange conglomeration of religions and
nationalifies-and very. backward in all educational matters.
One mey imagine the impact on a young woman straight from the
farm 1aﬁés of IQWa. She was bewildered and homesick.  But
she possessed a‘cerﬁéin iron resolﬁtion‘iﬁ:her character ,
that challenged any hardship. There were other Americans in

the mission, some seven or. eight; who could guide her. She
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learned Armenian and Turkish and was evenua]lv able to teach in
the former language. She had been there only 18 months when
word came that her mother in Ipwa had died. This was a dreadful
blow to her)ﬁspecially as it had taken six weeks for the news

to reach her. She nearly gave up her vwork to go home. Fortun-
ately for many women in Turkey, she remained.

. Dr. Patrick never.talkeﬂ about her Ergerum experience
and it was pwobably an unhappy time in her life. Many of her
4ideals of service received rude shocks. She w-s not'prepared for
the primitive people amongst whom.she worked. She w=s young,
however, and full of curiosity, travelled a2bout the strange
country she found herself in, on horseback (the roads for vehicles
were impossible) and she managed to learn a great d eal.

She was delighted at the end of four years +o be
appointed to Constantinople, to teach in a newly founded, tiny
_High Schooi for Girls in Uskiidar, called The Home Shhool. This
was in 1875. At tha% time, the first'building of the school,
Bowker Building, was being built at the top of Uskﬁda; hill,
and for a few moﬁfhs classes were conducted in a rented house.
The hrad of the school was Kate Pond Williams and one of the
young teachers was Clara Hamlin, the daughter of Cyrus Hamlin,
who had fdﬁnded.Robert College and whp wes then conducting-his
OuIWege ina verv new building, Hamlin Hall in Rumeli Hisar. -

Although Dr. Patrick wes qo youn~, she was already much
experienced in the ways of the couhtryeand felt at home. From
the very beginning hér thoughtd ran on improving standards,

reaching more young girls to educate, e xpandine the school as
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much as possible, and eventually making it an independetrt in-

stitution. When Mrs. Williams, the head, ret1red)M1vq Hamlin
and Dr. Patrick became joint principals of the Home School and
fhey worked together for years, until 1889 when Miss Hamlin
married and Dr. Patrick becsame sole head. She tzughtexr many
different sublects in the Howe School, but later in the college
her specialties were psychology and philosophy.

During the years the fame of the Home School grew,
‘gifts from America came in, a new buildine was added, Barton
Hall, éonnected with Bowker Builoing by a 16ng corritfior., +Dr.
Patrick herself went to America -nd there began raising funds
'and inspiring intexrest in her school. But a2ll the time, even
thus early, she was pLanning to raise the standards sufficient-
ly to make it into a collége and this with thek help of powerfyl
friends, among them Caroline Borden of Boston and Mrs. Durjant,
_ 2 benefactor of Wellesley Collepe, she was eventgnlly, years
later, able to do.. I% should be remembered that collegesfor
girls even in Ame?icagi were, masny of them)iu their igfancy.

The gifié vho came to Uskilder at first were only
Armenians,but §oon Greek girls and then Bulgarians and at last
a very few Turkish girls entéred the school. Dr. Patrick herself,
learned modern Greek (she already Wed a good foundation of-
Anc1ent G reek) ana Miss Hamlin went to Bul%rﬁla to learn some
Bulgarlan, hopin-g to entice girls to quudav anﬂ in this she
was successful. V :
| All this time there was the lively political backeround.

When Dr. Patrick first came to-Turkev, Sultan Abdul Aziz was
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the sultan, an enlightened man, vhoj however, nearly ruined
his country financially by building palaces on the Bosphorus and
in other ways. 1In 1876 Abdul Hamid{1ll became sultan. It is
unnecessary to remind you that his rule_was despotic, that he
was greatly prejudiced against education for women, especially
in 2 foreign schiol, that he kept an army of spied and was in
other ways a tyrant towards his own people as well as to the
‘minorities in his country. Because of the cepitulations, the
school w=s able to carry on. But for years Turkish girls could
not come for their educ-tion unless they were very courageous and
were 2ble to avoid the spies. They were only a handful.

At 1sst after further visits to America and much
backing from new-made friends, the school was able to obtain
in 1890 a charter from the St-te of Massachgsetts turning it into
a colleke. This wes one of Dr. Fatrick's havpiest moments which
she always referred to witn pride. And we can honestly say theat
without her consfént'and untiring efforts, it gould mever have
been accomplished. To show you how serious she wns in hexr
‘desire to raise standards,she herself, after she was 40 went
to study in Berne and obtained her PhD in philosophy. She was
always an_accomplished linguist and the acquisition of German did
not deter her froﬁ her purpose, to secure a degree. She also
showed gooa judgment in the hhohse!of_some excellent Americén
teacherq in her new college.

The year 190344 Dr. ﬁafrlok was in Americe fostering

more interest in her work. among other women and appointing trustees

3

now that the school was definitely an independent college’ Here
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again there were difficulties. For instance, she approached
Mr. George Plimpton, head of Ginn and Co. and asked him to. be
a trustee. He wes already head of the Board of trustees of
Amherst College (his son by the way ; Calvin Hastinegs Plimpton ,
has just been =2ppointed president of Amherst)}andtgéve her a
curt "No." = She remarks in her reminiscénces, "I waited a
little and asked him again =nd he concgénted." This was a meapuré
of her continued success. (I might add that Mr. Plimpton was here
at the dedication of the second president of the college )

In ?icember 1905 there was a disastrous fire snd
Barton Ha1& burned down, on-e night. That is, by the morning
nothing remalned but the four walls. The fire began on the roof.
A newly installed heating plant was defective and it was this
that started the blaze. Girls who were ;leepina in dormitories,
and teachers whose rooms were in the Hall, all goY safely out,
but it was a sad morning @hen theyc_mme b2ck from neighboring
houses where fﬁey had taken refure.

Dr, Patrick, however, was not daunted. - fer first re-
mark that mor:ing was," We shall bmnild again, not in Asia but
in Europe." It was a dream. She had no property there,no
money with which to build hut she was determine” to have her aay.
The oollegé at Arnavutkﬁy is her ﬁonument. But this wés years
shead. The times were hard for Turkey. In 1908 came the.

bloodless revolution whena constitution was proclaimed, in

1909 Abdul Hamid 'was deposed and the Youne Turks took charge;

.

In 1911 fhere was thke disastrots war with Italy when Tripoli
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was lost to Turkey and in 1912 and 1913 the Balkan wars broke

out, which touched the lives of all the students, Greeks, Bul-
garians and Turks.-”

These political changes had meny repercussions on the
country as well as on the college. In 1908 there was immense
rejoicing because of the new constitution and the students for
the firest time were able to write and t21k of the new freedom
for their country. in 1909 when Abdul Hamid tried to get back
into power, there was fightine in the streets of the citv.
Teachers on the roof of Boweker building could see the puffs of
smoke, as the soldiers from Salonika stormed their way up
Yildiz Hill to the headquarters of the sultan; Itwas an anxious
moment for a woman ye#gonsible for the safety of =ome hundred
girls in Uskiidar. Ih 1912 +the Bulgafiané nearly captured the
city. whey got as near as Catalca and for some days it\&”s
possible to hear the guns if the wind were in the right direction.
Perhaps this was one of the greatesf moments of anxie.y for
Dy, Patriok, her school and her studmmts. There was a very real

fanger thet tﬁ; Bulgarians might break through into the city,

following a retreating, demoralized army. One may imogine what

chaos might have resulted. Fortunately this did not happen, but

the days were tense with apprehension.

During these years Dr. Patrick had a‘staunch aily in
Dr.‘ William Péet,vhead-of the Congrefational Board in Turkey._

Itwas witn his help that the beautiful property at Arnavutksy,

was bought, but only after endless negociations in 1908. Where

was the money %o come from %o build the colicge at the top of the

-
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hill? Dr. Patrick went to America and‘stayed two yeers...1908
1909 =nd single handed, she secured ébugh money to build; Gould
Hall, Sapge Hall, Woods Hall and Mitchell Hall. This was a
hergulean task. Tt was her per-onality that impressed the
people whose money she solicited. The firet large eontribu-
+ion was from HelepGould Shepard and then othe"s followed., I1f
any of yoﬁ have ever tried to raise funds in America @oﬁ.some
femore couse on the other side of the world, you will know what
é gigantic task it was. She on-e confessed that she hated to
be a begear. When she firet approached Mrs. Russell Bage that
lady very firmly told her she was not interested. But did
Dr. Patrick rest there? No. A little later she asked again for
n interview; I don't know what magic «she used but the con-
sequence of her acquaintance with lirs . Sage was enough money
to build Sage Hall, the dormitory building at the far end of the

long coliege. line.

The new college was begun in 1910 with an American‘
builder and=some Amerlcﬂn workmen snd in April 1914 1t was ready
for occupancy. The removal from Uskiidar is a saga in itself,
Most of the college effects were brought over by bullock cart.

A great deal of new_furniture wes bought in America. It was
a hugé.taski but Dr. Patrick wantéd it to be done quickly even
in.the midéle of the scholastmc year.

Bn top of all th1° the Firet World War broke out

in AuFust 1914 and soon Turkey wes involved Dr. Patrlok cer-

tainly needed the pr?nite in her oharacfer o carry on, to
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believe the college would survive though it passe«d through

difficult days. ©She again came to America i 1916, but before

the end of the war was back again at her pozt. After the war

she had another five.years of the presidency as she didn't ré-

tire till 1924. She was then 74 years old. You may imagine what

" a wrench it was %o hand over her beloved college ifto other hands.

She lived first in Califormis and then in New York City, on

hexr retirement,kept in close touch with every event in Turkey

and died in her sleep in 1940 a few days before her 90th birthday.
She haa found time durinp the busy years of her life to

write four books: Sappho and the Island of Lesbos , Sextus

Empiricus and Greek Scepticism, A Bosphorus Adventure, an

account of the American College and Under Five Sultans, her

aurobiography.

What had she seen in_this country durimg the long years?

When she arrived in 1871 Turkey was called "the sick man of
Burope." All women were veiled, lattices adorned all Turkish
houses, publiw education for women as well as for mant\boys was

neglected. She“éaw ‘the country depiLeted by several disastrous

wars. And then at last she witnessed the great_upsurge of the
people under the inspired leadership of Atatiirk, when veils and
lattices were diécarded,_a democratic form of government inaagu-
rated, a ﬁe& era when "Turkey flaced West." It was the kind of
progrésé that éppealed;to many. but'parfmcularly to Dr. Patrick's
asﬁiring personality. At last many tmresome restrictions were
abolished,.girls wefe to go to any schoolswthey whose, women could

HEws
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vote, could pursue any profession they wished. It was a mar-
vellous social revolution. It looked to Dr. Patrick that 211
her dreams, especially for women might be coming true after all.

What did she look like? "She was fairly tall, had
brown eyes and brown hair, a round face and a rather snub nose.
She held herself well. She loved a foke #nd her smile was
mi%hievous. She had a somewhat remote manner, as though she
were constantly planning another progressive move.

| Hey methoos of administration were excellent. She
gave‘hpr teachers responsibility and was always ready with en-
couragement. She also had diplomatic ways. For instance, if
a teacher would complain ebout the food she would say:" TVou
are quite right. It probably needs improvement. I'd like to
appoint you the chairman of a food committee to look into itts
The comvlaining teacher usually withdrew in alarm some of her
sharper criticism.

Dr. Patrick was alooi,.did not make close friends,
unles= they were devoted to her college. If their interest
1lagged ox i; thev went away, she forgot them and did nou keep
up connectionse. The students for the most part, stood in awe of

her. As a Greek girl once said 1o me:" Dr. Patrick is something

high."
She had her weaknesses as who has not? ©She put great

_ehphasis on aéademic distinctiohs and insisted that her teachers
'Vshould be colled professorse "She was not at all interested in

marriage for herselt or for Efr teachers. She was contemptuous

of demestiocity snd wanted all her studwats to be ‘blue-stockines.
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When a young member of her staff became engaged, she trembled to
tell Dr. Patriek the awful fact and she scarcely ever received
anything but the most condescending good wishes. Sometimes
hardly these. When my own time came she had become slightly
hardened for she had had a series of such disappointments, I
screwed up my courage one¢ morking to tell her I was engaged.

Her first remark was, "But how awfull I was afraid of that!"

» After one was married ske would ask on one's
arrival for a visit to the college, "Well...how do you like
housekeeping?"And there was that in her tone which indicated that
she thought to be concerned with domestic affairs was a sad
come~-down from the height~ of aéademic pursuits.

She was always a stimulating person. For instance,
to ~ younr teacherssittifis next to her at table, ‘she would say
suddenly ," When are you pg@ing to study further? Have you in-
oguired ahout courses in Londoxn Columbia,Paris?" One was
startkted and knew not what o say.-

She used to say she woulu like %o.cet rid of all

L2

parents, for fhey were o nuisance. And then she would laughingly

add," Of course I know without marriage and parents I wouldn't

have any students...still I'd like to get rid of some parents."

> One of her charac‘teristics was that she never

harked back to the old days. Sometimes at informal gathefinzs,

some of the oider_teachers‘Would tell amusing tales of the

.earlier, simpler, more primifiv€ days. The students loved hearing

these téles...But Dr. Patrink/would never participates ‘She counld

have +old wonderful stories. But no..her eyes were ever on the

fuﬁge. She didn't want to think of the past.

f
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One of her greatest ambitions was to see her -college
full of Turkish girls. She took immense pride in thecareer of
Halide Edib the first Turkish college fraduate of the class of
1901. Perhaps it would be Ffitting in cohclusion to read in
part what Halide Edib said of Dr. Patiick in an éddress on
Charter Day in 1940. She called her a Great Standard Bearer in

the Educati n of Women.

Quote:" I was enrolled at the college ins pite of the opposition
of Abdul Hﬁﬁd to foreign schools. It was during the interview

my father had with Dr. Patrick at that time that I first saw her.
My one strong memory of that interview was my shyness in her
presence but afterwards I remembered the beautiful Turkish with
the idiom of the Eastern vilayets which she spoke. Itwas the
kind of Turkish I had heard at home from the time 1 first began
to speak. It sounded so famili®r to me that had I not ' en awed
-by her strong personality, I would have thrown my arms around her:

"During the first year at collefje I felt very much a stranger..
At this period we saw very little of Dr. Pairick but when she pussed
through the corridors even amons the most unrvlv students 2 feel-
ing of veneration: arose and a2 kind of awed silence descended.
After one year, on the secret report of a spy, this period ended
and an imperial order forced me to leave the school. - But
- finally I was able tor eturn to the higher college classes as a
boarder and after three year I graduated. It was during these
years that my real contact with Dr. Potiick begen. In her classes
there was always th- greatest freedom for exchange of ideas and
discussion. Bath as concerned ideals and in regard to the
higher guality of instruction she was an exceptional teacher
and director. Today I salute her with gratitude and affection
as a great person-and a great feacher. And I know all her
students join me in honoring her m&mory."
. with ,
It ie seldom that one knows & womaﬁnso single-minded

a purpoce in 1ife. The college was Dr. Patrick's life. Anything
cohnected with it was of immenserinterest to hexrs She wes ag
jealoué of its réputation as the mést possessive of mothers. She
haargrown into its d1ife from the age -of 25 to 74)it had become

her preat obgession. We pet th;ﬁ feeling when we read the lagt

P
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