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LADY ÎİARY V/ORTLEY mTTAGU: HER CONTRIBUTIONS TO HER TIMES,

Few people in the h is to ry  of English lite ra tü re  can 
boast such contradictory reputatione as Lady Mary ?/ortley Mont- 
agu, To some o f her contemporaries, she v/as merely a v/oraan of 
fashion, and a lo ve r  o f goscip, -vdıo epen t her imany le isu re  
houre, e ither in malîing th ird  rate poetry, or in v/riting loose- 
ly  constructed le t te r s ,  To others, she was a b lue-stocking and 
a patroness o f lite ra tü re , remeınbered as the lady, v7hoın Young 
consulted about h is  tragedy, «The Brothers” , and to whoın F ie ld - 
ing dedicated h is  f i r s t  p lay. Horace ’JlTalpole said o f her in 
one o f h is  le t te r s ,  «Her dress, her avarice, and her impudence 
must amaze any one that never heard her name,« , while Mary 
A s te ll,  in 1724 ha iled  her as a benefactor o f humanity, Tj^is 
same lady wrote a eulogy, which served as a preface lo 
ed ition  of Lady Mary» s le t t e r s .  She sa id ,« Rather le t  is  f r e e ly  
own the superiority  o f th is  sublime genius, as I  do, ıbn the 
s in cerity  o f ray soul, pleased that a woman triumphs, and proud 
to fo llov ; in her tra in .L e t us o f f r r  her the palın which is  so 
ju s t iy  her due, and i f  we pretend to any lau rels , lay them 
w ill in g ly  at her f e e t . ”

She had friends among the highest in the land, enemies 
among- the most learned, The king and queen fla t te r e d  her with 
friendsh ip ; Pope hated her; the Duchess o f Portland turned to 
her as a loya l and staunch frien d .

Modern w riters  trea t lıer wjbth« as much varied  e r i t 
icisin , as di d her contemporaries. S ir Walter B a^o t thinks 
i t  Gİear That, « sho was a miserable, ambitious, wasted woman, « 
while Cariyle pays her high tribu te  by saying, that she, « de- 
serves to be remembered as the f i r s t  Englishworaan, v»rho com- 
bined the knowledge o f c la s s ica l and modern lite ra tü re  with a 
penetrating judgrnent and a correct ta s te , ”

V/hat idea can we, one hundred and f i f t y  years a fte r  
h er death, form, o f the rea l personality  o f a woman so variously 
portrayed? The very fa c t o f these inconsistent accounts, lends 
a fascination  to the subject forthe student. This high born 
English lady, much talked o f, much hated, much feared, was cer- 
ta in ly  an important figü re  o f her day. I t  w i l ı  be the aim o f 
th is  paper to show, how fa r  she was important and what were her 
rea l contributions to her times, These contributions raay be 
d ivided  into three heads; her l it e ra ry  e f fo r ts ,  set fo rth  in 
her poetry and her le t te r s  as w ell as her occasinal c ritic ism ; 
her introduetion o f inoculation into England; and the more in - 
d ire e t influence o f her ideas on p o l i t ic s  and education,

Lady Mary PierıÇont b o p  ip London in Mayl689.
Her fa th er was S ir  EvelynJ ^İj^te^'^arl o f Kingston, a man
o f position  and weaith, belonging to the great whig a r is to -  
cracy. Her mother was the daughter o f V/illiam P ie ld in g , th ird  
Eari of Denbigh, so that Lady Mary*s heritage  on both sides 
•was good, She had two s is te rs  and a brother. a l i  7ounp*er than 
h e rs e lf.  Her mother died in 1697, leav ing these four f i t t i e



Gl^ildren to the çare o f th e ir  father, a gay , p leasure-loving 
man o f the world, who found l i t t i e  time to guide th e ir  educajîioö. 
Lady Mary affirm ed that her fa ther had "the grajnd a ir " ,  and that 
Richardson took him as the model fo r  h is  charactere o f the 
fa th er o f S ir Charles Grandi son*Anyone who knows the personality  
o f that man ahout town, w i l l  r ea liz e  that he ■was fa r  too fin e  
a gentleman to be a coneiderate parent.

The fam ily o f children mûhred t o Thorseby, where they 
spent most o f th e ir  time, thou.^ thcre was a house in Arlington 
S treet, to which they repaired fo r  longer periods, as they 
grew older. Lady Uary ca lled  her education, "one o f the v;orst 
in the w orld ," I t  was haphazqrd, to say the least* She oacasion- 
a l ly  had lessons from her brothetfts tubors, She was given the 
fr e e  run o f her fa th er»s  lib ra ry  where she found a hoşt o f bookş 
to amuse and entertain as v/ell as to instruct her. She developed 
a d is t in c t love fo r  learning early  in l i f e ,  and th i s she kept 
to the day o f her deatjı. She may have been cyn ical on most 
subjects but she always spoke o f learning, with the most sin çere 
respect,

She spent most o f her time , ditring her girihood, in 
learn ing Latin, which she accoraplished almost en tire ly  by her- 
s e l f . She diecovered that i t  was not customary fo r  g i r iş  to 
enjoy r ig id  study of any kind, so she kept her work much to 
h e rs e lf and even in la te r  l i f e  v;as rather shy o f acknowledging 
her rea l love o f erudition . Bishop Burnet was a true frien d tö  
her. He encouraged her in her c la ss ica l pursuits— an act of 
kindness vhich she never fo rgo t. At the age o f twenty, she trane- 
la ted  E p ic te tis » Enchiridion and sent i ı t  yo him, accompanied 
by a le t t e r .  This le t t e r ,  among her f i r s t  g ives an^ exce llen t 
p ictu re o f a serious, vivacious person a lity . Already she had 
rea lized  the a i f f i c u l t ie s  under which women pursu'ed any kind 
of learn ing, She sruck a note o f reb e llion — the keynote to her 
l i f e - lo n g  a ttitu de  towards the obstacles, that stood in the way 
o f in t e l le c tu i l  woraen, She said;
“There is  hardly a character in the world more despicable or 
more l ia b le  to un iversal r id icu le  than that o f a learned woman ” 
and again; ' *
IMy sex is  usually fo rb id  studies o f th is  nature and f o l l y  
reckoned ae much our proper spherç, we are sooner pardon ed any 
excasses of that than the lea s t pretentions to readinp* or o*ood 
sense.”

She learned French and Ita lia n  as w ell as Latin and the 
two former she could speak and use with ease. She wrote short 
essays in French, the one, ” Sur La Maxime de M, de Rochefau- 
cault q u » il y a des Marriages coramodes, mais point de d il ic ie u x ” 
lıas more o f huraor in i t  than any other o f her works, I la l ia n , 
she lik ed  to read. Önce or tw ice, she translated her own poems 
in to Ita lia n  verse. Of Greek she knew very l i t t i e ,

Efhe had many g i r l  companions,; Do€ly Walpole, Miss 
Banks, Lady Anne Vaughan being among the number. But o f a l i  her 
friend-} the one with “vıhom she was most intim ate was Anne Wortley 
daughter o f the Hon, Sydney Montagu, who liv e d  at W harncliffe 
Lodge, about th ir ty  mil®s from Thorseby. The two g ir iş  wrote 
long, rambling İp t te rs  to each other, fu l l  o f the extravagances 
and conceits o f the times. I t  was at W harncliffe Lodge That
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Lady Mary f i r s t  met Edward Wortley Montagu, brother to Anne,
Who wae destined to play such an inçortant part in fter l i f e .
He was a cu ltivated , much tra ve lled , rather "blazft young man, 
fond o f lite ra tü re  and notoriously fa s tid iou e  in a l i  h is  tasteâ. 
Baf^ot say s that he was a slow, orderly rather du ll p er son with 
a taste fo r  quick corapabions. I t  i s  true he numbered amon,̂  ̂ h is 
friends some o f the rare s p ir its  o f the century-- Congreve, 
S teele, Garth, Maiııbwaring and Addison v/as h is  intimate asso- 
c ia te , Lady Louisa Stuart speaks o f her grandfather as a man 

o f judgment, and claarness o f underetanding, with 
th e» erudition o f a true scholar. He was sbme yıhat taciturn and 
reserved, perhaps a l i t t i e  lo f t y  in h is  a tt itu d e . He was not 
only amazed at the ı^ ite lin e s s  o f h is  s i8 te r*s  young frien d , 
but en tire ly  enchanted with her l it e ra ry  tastes  and the b r i l l -  
iancy o f her mind, They started a correspondentf' f i r s t  th rou ^  
Anne Wortley, as a kind o f raiddleman. At her death which occur- 
ed in 1709, thay wrote to each other d lre c t ly .

The courtship is  one o f the most in teres tin g  in l i t e r 
atüre. I t  was fraught with a hundred d i f f ic u l t ie s ,  not the 
least o f these being the obstinate p erson a lities  o f the two 
lovers , The love le t te r s ,  published by Lord W harncliffe in 1837 
are w ritten  by both p arties  in a business l ik e  sp irit,W e look in 
vain fo r  any confession of pas si on, though Ladry HJary on the wh4 
whole shows more fe e lin g , perhaps than her cool but detennined 
lover. There are innumerable quarrels, innumerable le t te r s ,  "whidı 
w i l l  be the ta s t, " fo llow ed by innıatoerable recon c ilia tion s . 
There wa s admiration on both^ sides and a certain amount o f 
a ffe c t io n  on the part o f Lady Mary; a kind o f passionate je a l-  
ousy, which took th eplace o f a ffe c t io n  on the part o f Edward 
Wortley Montagu, I t  was a un^^ .doomed fo r  unhappiness, They had 
many tastes  in coramon, but t]^?^-Taatures were too much a lik e  
to be congeniai, both cold, rather hard, obstinate and exact- 
ing .

Lady Mary* s fa th er refused to g ive  h is consent to the 
raarriage, because Edward Montagu would not s e tt ie  a d e fin ite  
sum upon a son, should one be born to them, The jıovers however, 
continued to correspond, and through th e kinU’d assistance 
o f the Steeles saw each other occasionally , They finalO y decid- 
ed to take things in to th e ir  own hande and Alope. which they 
did inl712.

The young bride, instead o f going at önce to the fash- 
ionabl* London world, waS taken to a small furnished house 
near Hmntingdon, and la te r  to other small furnished houses 
near York in the north. Her husband was often away on business, 
and she was lon ely  and sometimes b it t e r ,  Thus she began a İtfe ter 
to her husband , in Deceraber, three months a fte r  her marriage,
*' I  am alone, without any amusements to take up my thou«^ts.^
I am in circuçıetances, in T/çhich melancholy is  apt to p reva il 
even över a l i  amusements, d isp ir ited  and alone and you w rite me 
quarreling le t t e r s ,  ”
Again in 1714;
”Adieu, I  wish you would learn from Mr, Steele to w rite  t o 
your wife,**

In May 1713 her son, Edv/ard Wortley Montagu Jr, wa?. 
born, She wrote en th u siastica lly  of hiin, and ıdıatever may have
been her a ttitu d e  to him in la te r  l i f »  ı,er l i f e ,  when he was a ch ild
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she was a patien t and devoted ınother,
In 1715 she and her husband returned to London* Edward 

Wortley v/as r is in g  in the p o l i t ic a l  world, and h is  w ife  did 
much to hrin^ popularity fo r  them both at court. He was the ınem- 
ber fo r  Westminster, and in addition he was appointeed on^ejof 
the Comrnissioners o f the Treasury, Lady Mary now entered upon 
her own, Nolonger forced to l iv e  in irksorae retirement in the 
country, she could enjoy to the fu l l  the g a it ie s  and f r i v o l i t i e s  
o f society l i f e  in London. She was ea s ily  one. the the most b r i l l f »  
iant o f the lad ies  o f fashion, a frien d  and re la t ion o f nobles, 
a patroness o f l ite ra ry  men, and a woman o f considerable in t e l l -  
ectaa l a b il i t y  as w e ll. Bothi she and her husband wri)te "fertef 
essays, describing l i f e  at the court o f George 1, The lady*s iâ  
fu l l  o f v iv a c ity  and color, whereas her husband* s is  some\dıat 
du ll and ponderous, She uses her d iscern iag in t e l le c t  to good 
purpc»se here, and tfc not a fra id  to w rite  that the Prince o f 
Walee had •* small un der s t an di ng** and the Itrince s s had, ** a low 
cunning which gave her an in c lin ation  to cheat a l i  tl^P-epeople 
she conversed with,**

I t  was during th is  period in London that Lad̂ '" Hary met 
Alexander Pope, who was to be , f i r s t  her devoted fr ien d  and 
la te r  her b it te r e s t  eneıı^r, The poet v/as much f la t te r e d  by the 
atten tions o f th is  beau tifu l lady o f fashion. She wrote and Pope 
e r it ic is e d , though she would allow few correetions by hime, 
as she shrewdly remarked, that i f  he corrected, he would be cre- 
dtted with« a l i  the good points, vjhereas the rea l author would 
be blamed fo r  the bad ones, She wrote six Town Eelogues— society 
veraes vhich re fle e ted  the temper o f the times,

In 1716, Edward Wortley Montagu was appointed by the 
Crown, ambassador to Constantinople and consul-general fo r  the 
Levant, Türkey, in the reign o f Achraet 111, frora 1703-1736 
wa s one o f the great powers o f Europe, Trade re la tion s  with the 
Levant were^\ extremely important, as caravans from the fa r  east 
carae through Turkish te r r ito ry .  The mission o f Montagu was to 
rnediate in conjânction with t?ı̂  representatives o f the other pow- 
ers between the Turks and the Im peria lists , -who were then at war. 
From a h is to r ic a l point o f view, the mission was a fa ilu re ,a s  
Mr. Wortley Montagu could get no sa tis faction  from the Turks; 
from a l ite ra ry  point o f view  i t  \vas a success as i t  was a means 
o f g iv in g  to lite ra tü re , the charming le t te r s  frora Turkey, writton 
by Lady Mary, during her long journey and in teres tin g  sojourn in 
the East.

She caused astonishment among her friends in London 
By determining to accompany her husband to Constantinople, and 
to take with her, her l i t t i e  son, then three years old . This de- 
termination is  in keeping with the rest o f her impulsive, inde- 
pendent character, The journJBy, in those daye was frau ^ ıt with 
inniimerablee hardships, and not a few dangers. Of course the 
Montagus had every convenience possib le at the time, and a re- 
tinue o f servants, They went to Rotterdam , The Hague, Cologne, 
Uuremburg, Ratisbon, Vienna, Prague, Le ipsig , Brunswick, Hanover, 
back to Vienna, then on to Peterwaradin, Belgrade, Adrianople, 
where they remained three months, as the Sultan Achmet was 
holding h is  court there.; and so on to Constantinople. Lady 
Mary wrote long, deta iled  le t te r s  farom each of these placee,
'giving her impressions te rs e ly  and v iv id iy .  Her correspondents
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yere munerous— Mrs. Thietlethvrayte, Mr. Pope, Countess o f lîar 
(her e is te r ) rece iv ing  most o f her ep is t lee . *

While she wâ8 in Turkey, her second chiXd W8.s born-«— 
a daughter, who la te r  becarae the countes^ o f Bute, and who v;as 
a great comfort to her motlıer in her old age, v,hen her son had 
Itn ş  ago fo r fe ite d  her a ffec tion , by h is  w ild and ungove^ble 
habits, In Turkey LadyM ary f i r s t  observed the practice o f in - 
oculation, which she so^admired that she introduced i t  in t o 
England, on her return. Of that I shall speak elesv^ere*

Edward Wottley Montaga v/as reca lled  to England in 1718 
The journey was by man—i>f-«war to Tunis and then to Genoa, pro- 
ceeding £rom there to Turin, Lyon s, Paris, Lady Mary was not, 
on the whole overjoyed to return to London, thou^ she had been 
homesick fo r  ı t  seVeral time s, while she was in the East,
To the period, between her return from Turkey, 1718, and her de- 
parture fo r  the.continent in 1739, belongs the most important 
part o f her l i f e  as a faohionable lady, a w riter o f s a t ir ic a l 
verses and a companion of ” l i t t e r a te u r s ,”

In 1720-i the Montagus went to l iv e  in a v i l l a  at 
Twickenham, not fa r  from the home o f Pope, who "as a s yet an 
ardenjî a ju ire r  o f the wit and beauty of Lady Mary, The cause of 
the enmity which f in a lly  grev/ up betv/een them, has never been 
properly accounted fo r , I t  is  not within 'he scope o f th is  paper 
to go ın to the d e ta ils  o f the quarrel, vhich were d isgracefu l 
enough to both pa rties  concerned. Perhaps i t  was, as some 
c r ıt ic s  would have us b e lieve , Lady Mary*s too sharp tongue, 
Perhaps, as Lady Louisa Stuart relates,Pope declared h is passd>on 
fo r  Lady Mary, only to receive a burst o f la u ^ te r  from her, 
vıhich he could never fo rg iv e . At any rate Lady Mary wa s persecu- 
ted unraercifully by Pope and most o f the unöavourly storiehs 
c ircu lated  about her , were due to h is malignant tengue,inven- 
tion , Horace V/alpole, too was never fr ien d ly , though he did do 
her the Justice o f pra ising her le ttersS  in spite o f spite**,
Lady Mary v/as a person, who kept out of~qaarrels v/ith d if f ic u lty ,  
She fu lly  recognised the keenness o f her w it and success at 
repartee turned her head, so that she often sacrificed  a friend  
to a b r i l l ia n t  epigram,

She had many domestic troubles. Her son was her ch ief 
source o f anxieiy. He ran av/ay from schooltwice, the âıiıst time 
being found in Oporto and returned by the B ritish  consul. Her 
si ster, Lady IJar in 1727 went out of her mind, so that the 
correspondence with her, from vhich we get a l i  our Information 
concerning th is period, ceased.

V/e find  in these le t te r s  a grorw ing tendency towards 
cynicism and d issa tis faction  with the l i f e  in London, She found 
that the shams and conceits wore very badly; the quarrels and 
in trigues o f court l i f e ,  wearied her. She was made fo r  better 
thingp, fo r  serious pursuits, the formation of sincere frien d- 
ships, a leadership devoM of the petty jea lousies, that seemed 
almost an in ev itab le  j^art o f the l i f  er she was forced to lead.
Yet with a l i  th is  disâllusionment, she kept her mind a le r t  and 
öpen, and her fa c u lt ie s  keen, She s t i l i  loved a good book, nor 
did her desire fo r  knovrledge diminish a v/hit,

In 1739 Lady Mary, now a woman o f f i f t y ,  determineâ 
to j ouB»ey to the continent and started out, as George I^aston
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say s, ” on her lonely pilgrimage, l i t t i e  thinkin g probably that 
she would never see her husband again, and that more than 
twenty years «rjbuld pass, before ahe was to return to her native 
land,”

I t  has never been c lear ju st #ıy she çame to the deci- 
sion of leaving England, home, children, and husband in tb is  un- 
expected fashion. There have been various ex|) lan at i  on s, Lady 
Mary, h erse lf is  said to have to ld  Lady Shadwe2ıl fhat she l e f  t 
England because,*' people had grown so stupid she could no longer 
endure th e ir  soc ie ty ," This sounds lik e  Lady Kary and shouldy> 
be tak en fo r  vlat i t  is  worth ,It wa s w ell known that she was not 
happy with her husband, There was no öpen quarrel, nor, strange 
to say, any scandal, notwithstanding L ady tlary’ s many admirers. 
She continued to w rite to inim frequent le t te rs  while she v;as 
abroad, and these abound in an excaptional respect and defer- 
ence fo)H.his judgment. Her daughterjIıiary,had raarried in 1738 
Lord Bute, a ScĞtch nobleman; her son had long ago severed his 
connection with h is  fam ily. and wandered on the continent, lead- 
ing a fa s t and dissolute l i f e ,  Lady Mary had no t ie s  to keep 
her in her own country.

Vı/hatever her reasons, the fa c t remains that in 1739 
she l e f t  fo r  Yenice, For the next twenty three years she liv ed  
in various places on the continent, moving from time to time, 
now in Yenice, nov; in Home o f Florence, or Avignon, no\v reno- 
vating a house at Lovere, vhere she had her dairy, her bees and 
her poultry. Of ten she met di stingui shed friends, sojourners in 
foreign parts. During a l i  th is jbime, she carried ân a fu l l  and 
in terestin^  correspondence, ch ie fly  with her daughter, the Count- 
ees o f Bute, her husband, and Lady Puımfort, a lady of the Bed- 
chamber to the la te  queen, Others were S ir James Stuart and his 
w ife, and occasionally Lady Hertford and acquaintances her e 
and there, In her long ex ile , she seemed s t i l i  »to keep up her 
love o f gospip, She ssked a f te r  th e l i f e  in London, and hailed 
a l i  spicey pieces o f news with d e l i j^ t .  The le t te rs  of th is  per- 
iod are extremely entertaining,Her daughter sent her boxes of 
the ^ t e s t  novels, which Lady IJlary devoured assiduojısly, w riting 
in return, clever, searching eritic ism a, sparing no author 
because o f h is popularity or fame.

In 1761, Lady ÎJary heard o f the death of her husband.
At önce, she determined to return to England, This raove goes to 
confirm the opinion o f those c r it ic s ,  who would say that her exi2 
had been on account^of her husband, She had a trying, uncom- 
fortab le  journey, She was detained fo r  two months at Rotterdam

Sowden, the English chaplain, to whom she gave 
her le t te rs  from Constauti-nople, In January 
in England, She fehd only a few months t o l iv e  

as i t  vvas discovered that she was su ffering from cancer, She con- 
cealed her trouble fo r  sometime and receibed, as in early da^s, 
her friends among the great in the âand. She was sadly changed,
I f  we can trust Horace Walpole*s account, she had grown sloven- 
ly  in her dress and careless in her manners, Up to the la s t, she 
kept up that fin e  courage and keen perception, that had been 
kev charaoteri Stic o f her ^ o le  l i f e .  Her la s t le t te rs  are notes 
writtenfrom bed, and th ey çare pathetic e f fo r ts  at keeping up 
her flagg in g  sp ir its , She said at la s t;
" I  own I am weary o f figh tin g  witlı one hand tied  behind,'*

6.
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On August 21, 1762 she died in her eeventy-fourth year.

i 5 : . “ £ i p i i . “ » d r â n “ ? , % ; ı n . « â s ‘ * J î î i ’ * ' -  » * “ ■'“  “
said she lo e t  her eye-lasheâ and her heauty ° ^ ^ “ lth
naired. Her oontemporaries are unanımous in c red ıtın g  her wltn

ıı.d.a aaSSs S”
sniiıS; s“S‘ı*;6?*s “4; “
1863, the^year follo-Bİng her death «ere
fTom Turkey hy one. Cleland. He is  supposeitto have received  tnem 
f  'om her re la tion e  vdıo hought them from Sowden, the Englısh 
ohaplain at Rotterdam fo r  500 pounds. In 1803, James DallawW 

1 RVıed the Works o f Lady IJary V/ortleVMontagu, vnth a” i " -  
' « . J i ' u »  1 “ S“  î . h l  S e r e e l l f r .  . J l l . h . d
and works with introductory anecdotes bjc Lady Louisa Stuart,
Ser gSand d S gh te r .  These le t te r s  ^ r î n '^ a l l ' a n d
revised Ly W. Moy Thomas in two edıtıons, one in 1861 and

another  ̂ oontrihution ton lite ra tü re  has been
oonsidered o f the f i r s t  rank. The wrote poems, a few fragment-

S e ^ T o lh  To^ t̂̂ Îr̂ iv̂ îŷ n̂rv̂ îJLIoİr'̂ tJÎ̂  S^rA f̂or 
S r ?-rin  âfofanranfifrtL^ÎLpS
y e \ " t g L ° L f t fn '/ ? o e f r y ’ a r f . e ; y ’^ : f r ly " İ I ? 'a n d  her f i r s t  ‘ 
Tîoems toolî the form of im itations and translations from th 

ao-if̂ R At tweİY6 years o f age she ^rote a poem, en tıt led , 
t i  Ovid ” In im lla tion  o f Ovid-s e p is t le s . At fourteen 

RV^R^wIote "Irregu la r  verses to Truth", very moral and mature 
Irom Ih İ pen o f a s c h o o ls ir l, ,  Şhe tr ie d  a va r ı e ty o f
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the e le r ; ' eclogue, röndeau, ba llad ; but tlıere i s  a 
« " s s  a b o llh e r  rhym L.’ one fe e ls  that she i s  ^^t -  fam  t 
echo o f Pope. Her Towı Eclogues, sıx m a l i ,  fo r  eaoh aaj ol 
the week eLepJ-Sunday, are a series  o f sooiety verses, with 

v»m-5no- Riıhipcts lo  006 a lady recovering from saa llpox , he- 
l o l f e  t h r i o t f  I f  her btkuty; in another are givea re fle c t io n s  

^  8 Î Ü l u t r a t  catds and i l i- lu o k  in lo v e .;  in another Urdıa 
deplores her vanished bloom and fa ith ie s s  lo ve rs . Like ®any 
o lh e r l o f her day Lady lîary wro te sooiety verses o f top ıoa l 
t n t l l t s t  onti ^ l o h  have very l i t t i e  a ttraotion  fo r  the mod- 
ern reader. At that time, everyone at court l̂ nev/ everyone e lse  
A llu s io n s  to people o f any soc ia l position  were comprehended 
a ^ n c e !  I t  w a r rs p le n d id  time fo r  soc ia l ohservation and Lady
Mary made the most o f he r opportunity.  ̂ t n-p

^ \vas fond o ^ w r it in g  ep is t le s  ın rhyme, also o f
aimim.6 s a u t io a l Itrses^a t old  enemies l ik e  Hrs. Kurray a n d i- -  
Pone '"’There is  l i t t i e  beauty in her lın es , no ımaginatıon, 
r e a l ’ fe e lin g  or parsion. Her s ty le  is  foroed and ooncıous. 
Ocoasionally she is  fo r c ib le  and turns o f f  a m tty  couplet.



8.

In «Verseo written in the Chiosk o f the B r it ieh  Palace at Pera 
overlooking the c ity  o f Constantinople, *' Dec. 26 1718, she givee 
the fo llow in g  d esc r ip tion .;
"Herre at my v/indow I at önce survey,
The crowded c ity  and resounding sea.
In d istant views the Asian mountains r ise ,
And lose th e ir  sno'Vtfy sunıraits in the ekies.
Ahove theee ınountains proud Olympus towers 
The parliamental seat o f heavenly po^ers,
New t o the s i ^ t ,  my ravished ey e s admice ^
Each g ilded  crescent and each antique spird.
The maırhle mosques heneath whose antique domers,̂  P ter 
F ierce warlike sultan s sleep in peaceful toDihe,

Wheb one rea lizes  the heautyb o f the scene she viev/ed, 
i t  i s  amazing she could convey so l i t t i e  o f i t  in her verses* 

These poems c ircu la ted  among her fr ien ds in Hanuscripe 
form, much praised hy admirers, much c r it ic is e d  hy enemies.
Not seldom did her sa tires  get her in to trouhle» "Verses to the 
Im ita tor o f Horace” , le v e lle d  at Pope caused a great s t ir .  Lady 
Mary denied having written them, hut i t  i s  nearly certa in  that 
though peıhaps she was not the sole author, she and Lord Hervey 
colls.horated in compf^sing them. Her poems on the -whole,are the 
lea s t in teres tin g  o f her works. I douht v e ıy  mmch, whether any 
o f them would have heen preserved had she not hecöme famous 
tb rou ^  her le t te r s .

As a w r ite r  o f le t t e r s  her reputation 
During a lonû l i f e  time, her ch ie f expression 
w r it in g  and î t  cannöt he douhted that she put 
h e rs e lf in to her correspondence; The le t te r s ,  
the emhassy to Constantinople 1716-1718 were

is  estahliehed, 
lay in le t t e r  
the hest part o f 
w ritten  during 

the f i r s t  to he
printcd and the onl^ ones wBıich the author wrote, v/ith a con- 
scibous plan fo r  th e ir  u ltim ate .puhlication. These le t te r s ,  f ı f t y  
seven in numher, have lo s t  a l^ t t le  in spontaneity from the very 
fa c t that she wrote them so ohviously fo r  puh lication . They 
give a series  o f impressions o f th ec it ie s  and countries, through 
Yhich she and her hushand passed on th e ir  way to Constantinople.

V.hile she was in Türk ey, as a lso during her l i f e  in 
London, she kep t a voluırıinous diary, in to  which she put a truth- 
fu l record o f her l i f e  from day to day. I t  is  quite certain  that 
many o f her "furkisB**letters were in ajlarge part, copies from 
the d iary. I t  is  in te res tin g  to specjılate on the complete con- 
tents o f th ia  docuıhent. But,, thou^ Lady Mary often read extracts 
frtom i t  to her friends, she l e f  t i t  to her dahghter, onl^ on 
condition that th is  la t t e r  destroy i t  shortly a fte r  her death. 
Lady Bute d u tifu lly  carried  out her mother’ s wish. Lady Mary 
f e l t  that th is  intimate account o f h e rs e if and her times could 
not hear p u h lic ity , In consequence we have lo s t  perhaps, many 
side l ig ^ ts  on the h is to ry  o f the times, to say nothing o f the 
per8onality>^ o f th is  singular woman.

Lady Mary was one o f the f i r s t  Englishvromen to l i v e  in 
the Neaa East fo r  any length of time, and the r i r s t  t r a v e lle r  to 
g ive  ân authentic, honest, c lear-s igh ted  account o f the customs 
and manners o f Turkey. Former t r a v e lle r s  had f i l l e d  th e ir  hooks 
with fa ls e  and ex^l^^erated statements. She prided h e rse lf on 
her honesty, She v/as enabled, through her pos ition , to learn

I



rauch o f the l i f e  o f Turkieh womer), and her records are alwayB 
to be trueted. Even to-day, many o f the customs that ehe w rites  
o f, Bo accurately, are s t i l i  in evidence in Turkey, that land 
o f few changes, These le t te r s  soon gained»an exceptional pop- 
u la r ity  and were tranela^ted into several European langaages,

The other le t te r e ,  which in Lord W harncliffe* s ed i- 
tion , constitu te the aain bulk o f the volumes, be d ivided 
in to three groups. Those written p r io r  to her marriage, in 1712 
mostly to Anne Wortley amd her future husband; those w ritten  in 
London a f t e r  her marriage, and a fte r  her return from the East, 
1712-1716 and 1718-1739; and the la s t  group from 1739, on her 
departure to take up her abode on the continent, u n til her death 
inl762*

The f i r s t  group which forms a long series  o f love-3.etters 
serves more than anything e lce  to g ive  the student an idea o f 
her personality . The le t t e r s  are nonc-of them passionate, and she 
never allows her heart to get the b e tte r  o f her head. The key- 
noteAseem|5 to be a certain  :gesolute good sense, and firmness o f 
judgment, y^hich are remarkable indeed in a young g i r l  o f twenty- 
one.' There is  a great feelin^- of̂  strength o f purpose, and v igo r  
o f action, underiying a l i  she w rites , She is  completely candid. 
She v d ll not le t  a shom pasr her by unexamined, She is  impulsive 
and generous minded and one is  surprised at the hum ility o f her 
manner sometimes, v;hen she thinks she haâ been in the v/rong,

The le t te r s  from London are valuable, in that they g ive 
a most graphic and unadorned account o f the manners o f fashion- 
able society, there. in the mid- eighteenth century. Lad>y Mary, 
thöugh b e lie v in g  in^her own superiority  o f mind, and tastes 
was not averâe to gos ip , ,  and v/ae no b e tte r  than the average 
lady o f the times in her recounting o f court in trigu es and 
shameful scandals, She said c lever, b it ib g  things about herr 
enemies and recorded her quarrels with a kind o f sp ite fu l com- 
pâacency, Occasionally, she v«ras unnecessarily coarse, though Yie 
must take in to account the fr e e r  expression o f a hundred and 
f i f t y  years a go.

The 1 ast group p f  le t te r s  are, a fte r  the ”Turkish” 
le t te rs ,  the most ilateresting. They were written Vvith no thought 
o f publication , and th e ir  manner is  unaffected^ In these, v̂ e 
have, besides her accounts o f the p laces o f her sojournings in 
I ta ly ,  and Fr âbce, her re fle c t io n s  on l i f e  in general; on 
education, p o l it ic s ;  er it ic ism s  o f pep|i|i€ and books and manners 
her thought s on r e l i  gi on and her philosophy o f l i f e .  Most o f 
these le t te r s  are addressed to her daughter fo r  whom she had a 
sincere a ffe e t io n , and to -vvhom she wrote in her fre e s t, happi- 
est manner, I t  is  pleasant to piature the dashing beauty o f Lon
don, spending her la s t years in qu iet Ita lia n  towns, using her 
time in the pursuits o f outdoor l i f e ,  and as always reading 
assidupusly; v ;riting home to her daughter, the r e lle c t io n s  o f 
her mature judgment, s t i l i  enjoying the t a i l  ends o f gossip 

that f i l t e r  through from the gay London world, alv/ays a le r t ,  
and alv/ays in terested  in progress and learninp”,

Though Lady Mary’ e le t t e r e  are singu larly fasc in a tin g  
read, she had none o f the orthodox a ttribu tes  o f the memoir 

w rite r, She hkd no imagination and l i t t i e  tnderness, She was 
often loose in her construetion,/ and careless in gramüjar and

9.

îa



Bpelling. But her le t te r s  are a llv e  ai)d fu l l  o f in terest.She 
t e l i s  a story w ell and herquick eye can pick out, e.t on ‘ce 
the sa lien t points both in a person anfî in a dramatie s ituation .

Her eritic ism s o f contemporary lite ra tü re  ^ere not only 
in teres tin g , but'^JS^sidered valuable in th e ir  time. Her la s t 
group p f le t t e r s  contains most o f her e r it ic is m ,“She was a s 
h on ^ t as a c r i t ic  as she was as a wri>ter. Her value v/ae reeog- 
n ised .fo r  F ie ld in g  submitted h is  "ModernHusband*’ to her fo r  
approval, F ie ld in g ’ s'‘Amelia’'p leased her but she reınarked that 
she considered the typîC^of novel mischievous, as i t  placed "a 
meri t on extravagant passions and encouraged -young people to 
hope fo r  impossible even ts .”

There were certa in  prejudices, she could not elim in- 
a te . She cojıld not recognise the superiority  of Pope’ s genius, 
even a fte r  h is  death, fo r  the enmity he bore her s t i l i  rankled 
in her b rea it , Most o f her e r i t i c i  sm v/as adverse, She comdemned 
Bolingbroke fo r  h is van ity, 8w ift fo r  h is  cynicism^ On her f i r s t  
reading o f "The Rambler" she v/rote rather cau stica lly  to her 
daughter;
"The Rambler" is  certa in ly  a strong misbomer; he always plode 
in the beaten road o f h is  predecessors, fo llow ing  The Speetator.
I should lik e  to know the name o f th is  laborous author."

She read Richardson and condemned him at önce, saying 
that h is  "Pamela" must be the joy  oğ the chambermaids o f Europe. 
She v/as tru th fu l enough to admit however, that she wept on read
ing "C larissa Harlowe" though she thought h e rse lf a fîool fo r  so 
doing. She wrote o f Richardson;
"Richardson İ s a  strange fe llo w . I h e a r t ily  despise him and eager 
ly  read him. He i  s as ignorant in m orality as in anatoray."

Both Addison and Steele were her fr ien ds . Addison ■roa s 
an intimate fr ien d  o f her husband's and the Steeles'had helped 
her to raeet her lover, in the days befor-^ her marriage. Of the 
"T a tle r  and Specl^tator she spoke with praise, but she deplored 
the fa c t, that both papers rather pandered to the weaknesses 
o f her sex »a th e » instead o f appealing to th e ir  b e tte r  natures. 
"Mr. B ick ers ta ff has very wrong notions o f our sex. I can say 
there are some o f us, who d espise char|fms o f show and a l i  the 
pageantry o^ greatness, perhaps with more ease than any o f the 
ph ilosophers."

Lady Mary’ s le t t e r s  show a hundred d if fe re n t  m^dgj^ she 
produces a hundred d if fe re n t  e f fe c ts .  She had ve r io u sp ^ r  each 
o f her correspondents‘, To her husband she v;as difffcde'nt, res- 
p ectfu l and a f l i t t i e  restraine^^; to the Countess o f Pzamfort, 
v/itty and ru ll  o f humor; to her daughter a ffe e t io n a te , sensible, 
frank, 8.1most teûder at times; to Pope she wrote in a s p ir it  o f 
r a i l le r y .  At a l i  times i t  is  evident that she was a ta c ile  
v/riter. Her understanding is  almost masculine in i t s  strength 
and clearness. She w i l l  always l iv e  as a c lever w r ite r  o f le t t e r s  
and thrPugh theşe la s t , a tru th fu l in terp re ter  o f the l i f e  o f 
her times,

The' introducjtion o f inoculation into England v/as one o f 
Lady Llary’ s most important contributions to her times^ Smallpox, 
in the eighteenth century was a very l iv e  danger to a l i  classes 
o f society. Lady Mary had lo s t  her own brother in 1713]|.by i t ,

10.



and had been attacl^ed h e rse lf, according to her grand daughter 
Lady Louisa Stuart about 1715 ( sometime İDetween the death o f 
Anne and the embaesy to Turkey,) One o f the Town Eclogues,”F lav ia  
describes the terro rs  o f a lady, recovering from the disease 
who fea rs  that her heauty hae been impaired and daree not look 
in to the mirroa, which she holda reversed in her hand* According 
to several authorities\Lady Louiae Stuart and Lady Hertford) 
the sentimente expressed in th ia eclogue ar e Lady Mary*s own 
when she v/as convalescing. Be that as i t  i t  v/as quite cer-
tain that Lady Hary shared, vâth the rest o f the eighteenth cen- 
tury world, a horror o f sınall-pox.

During her journey t o Constantinople, while she v/as stay- 
ing inA Adrianople, her attention  v;as dr.^wn to the strange prac- 
t ic e  o f inoculation, v/hich she saw ajnong the nati^ves o f the 
p lace. She wrote a fm ll account o f th is  in a le t t e r  from Adrian
ople dateâ A p r il 1. 1717 to Mrs. S, C. (Miss Sarah Chiswell)

Evidently inoculation in i t s  f i r s t  crude form, was a yov/ 
d if fe ren t process from our modern vaccination. Two or three '
veins were opened and the serum "engrafted” , , as Lady Ma,ty saysj 
At the end o f eight days the patien t v/as seized with a fe ve r , 
which lasted  three da^s. This fe v e r  p ra c t ic a lly  amounted to a 
s ligh t attack of the disease. At the end o f th is  time, the scars 
healed över, and the patien t v/as immune from further attack. Lady 
Mary was so convinced o f the e ffic a c y  o f th is  p ractice  that she 
tr ied  i t  upon her sıbn, with exce llen t resu lts,

In th is  eame le t t e r  t o Miss Chiswell, she dec'ared, 
that she v/ished to introduce inoculation in to fenglend, which she 
proceeded to do on her rejîurn in 1718. Her attempts met with the 
greatest opposition and she said, that in the fo llow in g  years 
she often repented o^ her p a tr io t ic  and generous impulsej. fo r  
i t  opened the v/ay to a l i  kinde o f persecutions.The conservatism 
o f the Englieh public was evidently  as û i f f ic u l t  to overeome two 
hundred years ago as i t  is  to-day. The doctors were her greatest 
enemies and laughed at her "o ld  wives» ” ideas. Lady Louise Stuaf\ 
re la tes  that "She was descanted from the pu lp its  on the impiety^, 
o f thus seeking to take events out o f the hande o f Providence.
__a remark so often used by reactionnaries that i t  has come
to have a special f la v o r  o f humor a l i  i t s  own. She was ca lled  
an unnatural mother, fo r  having risked the l iv e s  o f her ch ild - 
ren, Anyone( and tl^^ere were many) v/ho v;ished to give a vengeful 
"d ig " at Lady Maıy," found now an admirable opportunity.

She triumphed in the end however. Caroline( then 
Princess o f Wales) championed her and by 1724 the p ractice  v/as 
fâ ir ly  commob.In'The P laindealer," an a r t ic le ,  very l ik e ly  written 
by Mary Asjsell, spoke very high pra ises o f the learned lady,
Y/ho introduce*^inoculation into the country. I t  certa in ly  needed 
courage but o f that v irtu e  Lady lîary had her ^ fu ll share,

' A cenotaph in L ic h fie ld  Cathedral commemorates th is  ser
v ic e  to her countrymen. The monument represents the figü re  o f 
Beauty weeping över the ashes o f her preserver, supposed to be 
enelosed in the urn, inseribed with the in i t ia ls  M, W. M.
I t  reads as f&aı2ıows;
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Sacred ta the memory of 
The Right Honorahle 
Lady Mary V/ortley Lîontagu 

who ha.ppily introduced from Türk ey 
in t o th is  country 

the salutary art 
o f inocu lating the smallpox.
Convinced o f i t s  ef^ icacy 

she f i r s t  tr ied  i t  with Bucceee 
(bn her OY>/n children

and then reconmıended the practice o f i t  
to her fe llo w -c it iz en s .

Thus by her example and advice 
V/e have softened the viru lence 

and escaped^ t)ıe jianger o f thi b ırıalignant disesse. ,
To pj&îİ^^^i*a te* the mernory o f such benevolence 

and t o expresB her gratitue 
fo r  the b ebe fit ehe h e rse lf received 

froiD thİB a lle v ia t in g  art 
th i r- monuınent İB erected by

Henrietta Inge, -----
r e l ic t  o f Theodore V/illiam Inge Esq. 

adnd daughter o f Sir John ’-’ro ttes ley  Bart, 
in the year o f our Lord MDCCLXXXIX,

Cariyle, in h ir  essay on Lady Mary in the Fdinburgh En- 
cyclopedia , etatee that she procured the knovvledge o f inocula- 
tion frorn the peasants o f Belgrade, a sınall v i l la g e  on the 
shores o f the Bosphorus, about ten m iles from the c ity  o f Con- 
stahtinople/t is  possib le that at Belgrade, the natives also 
used inoculation, but i t  is  quite certain that Lady Mary f i r s t  
became aware o f the p ractice  in Adrianople, several months before 
she arrived  in Constantinople,

Lady Mary’ e lite ra y y  achieveraents and her introduction 
of inoculation into Engl •̂ and were both very valuable contribu- 
tions to her time s. But her opinions on questions o f universal 
in teres t were as valuable thou^ı th e ir  in fluence is  more d i f f -  
icu lt  to trace. S t i l i  i t  would be a raistake to b e lieve  that a 
woman, who held advanced view on lib e r ty , education and the poe- 
it io n  o f women, could move in London society fo r  a nıımber o f 
years without leaving a very raarfced impression on her comtemp- 
oraries, Certain ly, though her ideas had l i t t i e  tangib le e f fe c t  
during her life - t im e , they helpe.d to mOuld the th ou ^t o f the 
succeeding generation.

Education fo c  v/oraen in the middle o f the ei,^ teen th  cen- 
tury had fa llen  to i t s  lowest le v e l .  There were fe v  schools fo r  
g ir iş  and İn these ıbn̂ y the rudiments o f learnimg were taught, 
Gits o f qua lity  were educated at home by tutors ar governesees, 
in a rather desultory and by no means thorough manner, Learning 
fo r  women \vas not considered e ith er necessary o f appropriate.
We have but to turn to the sa tire  e o f the day, to the le t te r s  
o f men o f fashion and p o lit ic s ,  to the pages o f the T a tle r and 
Spectatop to see, in what vcontempt the powers o f the weaker 
sex were held, The idea, that education might bjj^ useful to
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13,women, i f  only to while away the many le isu re  hours o f the 
day, was ju st begini3|ing to present i t s e l f  to the eighteenth 
century mind.

Lady Iıüary was on^e o f the pioneers in vo ic ing the 
neede o f her countrywomen. Having acqulred most o f her own 
education by painstaking and unaided e ffo r ts , and having a passioyc 
fo r  learning, vhichjanly increased with the Jîears, we are not 
Burprieed that she could speak with warmth and v igo r on the 
subject o f education fo r  women.

As early as 1710, vhen she wrote to Bishop Burnet she 
already recognised the obstacles in the way o f,a  woınan*e pur- 
suit o f learning. Later she wrote;

think i t  the h i^ e s t  in ju stice  to be debarred the entertain - 
ment o f my c loset, and that the sarae studies vhich raise the 
character o f a man should hurt that o f a woman,*‘ 
and again;
” Y/e are educated in the\ greatest ignorance and no art om itt- 
ed to s t i f l e  our natural reason."

İffet om-i  s aınazed at the moderation of her suggestions 
to her dau^ter, in regard to the education o f her grand ch ild- 
ren, These suggestions were given iü iletters, written from the 
continent to Lady Bute, She of-Ĵ en aomitted her fondness fo r  
w riting in fihis vein, fo r  she ends up a long le t t e r  by saying;
”This subject is  apt t o ran away with me, I w i l l  trouble you 
with no more o f i t . ”

She advised the Countess o f Bute to encourage her 
dau.^ters in reading, as” i t  is  as necessary fo r  the amıâıse- 
men t o f women as the reputation o f man, ” They should be per
mi 11 ed to learn languages though erudition does noj; consist in 
being a lin gu is t, "True knowledg<^” Lady Mary reraarked, ” consiets 
Sin knowing things not woecİb , ” She advised the Countess to talk 
över the books her daughters read, and thus help them form th e ir  
taste. They must nojr be merely bookworms, however, fo r  a know- 
ledge o f domestic arts was necessary in the education of every 
g i r l ,  She aaid in her fo rc ib le  way;‘•l think i t  as scandalous 
fo r  a woman not to knov/ how to use a needle .as fo r  a man not to 
know how to use a sword.” ^

She to ld  her daughter never to rule by deceit, but to 
be stra igh t forward and honest in a l i  her dealingâ, Children 
should be trained free  from p re ju d ices ,, They should be allowed 
to thimk out th e ir  ov;n philosoplıy and not have i t  ready raade 
fo r  them.

On marriage she spoke cautiously. She admitted that 
” In a lo tte ry , vdiere there are( at the lowest coraputation) 
ten thousand blanks to a prize, i t  is  the most prudent choice 
not to venture.”

Hotwithstanding the t r i t e  advice to her daughter, Lady 
iilary feared her views on education raijght be considered soraewhat 
rad ica l, A le t te r  fo llow ed which began in th is  vein;

" I  am a fra id  Lord Bute v â l l  be extremely shocked at the proposal 
o f a learned eduaation fo r  daughters, which the genera lity  of 
men, b e lieve  as great a profanation. as the clergy would do, 
i f  the la i t y  should presome to exercise the functions o f the 
priesthood .” She fin ished  up her le t t e r  by saying; ” I  could 
add a good deal on th is  subject but I am not now endeavoring 
to reraove the prjudices o f mankind,”



at times she did have the desire to rernove the nre- 
raaiikind. seems quite evtdent thou^dı she sever set 

out systematioally to do so. I f  she had not been so w ell-bom  
or.tf^ suoh a oo^andıng position . or so w ell to do, she mlsht ha-se 
been more drastio ın her appeals fosn lib erty , as w4re ûthe? 
t e l i ” ® 5̂hteenth oentury, lik e  Hannah More and Mary As-

showed a great deal of good sense in her ad- 
v ioe . She was never sentimental fo r  ahe was thorouo-hly d l s i l l -  
usıoned. ^ e  had a re ve rence fo r  the austere v irtu es. Yet İ i th  
a l i  the strength o f her oonviotions she rea lized  fu l ly  the pre-

ideas o f breaking them 
one blow. Her olear understandlng helped her to be tem-

o f n reva îıin  to fiHd h«w iDuch she was the vlotim
^  p reva ilın g  opinıons,notwıthstanding her advanoed views 
She ended her admonitions to the Countess o f a l t r t h e  ed
ucation o f her daughters by the fo llow ing; — ^ Loond o lu !

pven her ( and vdıioh is  most absolutely neoessary)
attains, with Is  muoh soî-

o ^ i t  l a !  on l! 1! ^ !  ?  !  crooke^ess or lameness; The parade
?h^“  ır iiv e \ ıitT h l? e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^  î ı ı  ! ! \ i ”d - h r f ^ o i r s ! ^ 2 - - ^

But thnu!h^e^°^^ oalls her Sappho v/ith utter soorn and sarcasm. 
ut, though she majı have used her Sharp wit to the disoomfort

essen tia lly  modest.She showed in her 
in a s e lf  ^  absenoe o f vanity which is  remarkable
^ e  w riter o f the e i^ te en th  oentury.

oninionfted^ oocasions she oondemned the s e l f-
i m  f l !  impressed her daughter with a sense o f rever-ence lo r  truth and ınodesty,

In p o lit io s ,  Lady Mary's atti^ude should not be over-
of f l ! â l e “ f!rı^ essay on her, "c A  ligjıtening element
I f  th» » f  le  to be found through muoh of the politiosoî the e ı^ te e n t^  century, ”
anH court l i f e  were very much bound togetker
ü ! e  th L ^ I  to-day. London was l i t t i e
! f  !n * t î  large overgrown oountry town, ıröıere a l i  those
of an^ etation were well known to each other* Edward V/ortlev 
Montagu Y/as a ınember fo r  Parliament a l i  h is  l i f e  fo r  VVestmin-
ı i ı i d ' ' i f h i f ! i s b ! i - ı . f t h i i g i ” l ome^: ; " -husband*s personality, was alwavs intft-rPftt«H -in v.-.* « 
p o l i t ia a l  oareer. She was ready with advioAe and eneAn-,.o..om...,+ 
and «Ctnjj urged him on at times, ndıen h is  oa u tloJ n it,;!!® ™ !? ! 
have hesitated fa ta l ly .  She foliowed t ! l  ml!|mlnt |? P ^ lu l^ e lt  
with keen enjoyment, She summed un the eooen tr io ities  o f n o llt l  
oıans wlth her usual quiok percep^ion. She n e !e l l o l l e l  f i l  
leadership nor partic ipation  in p o lit io s  h eree lf but sh#̂
" I  enjoying the pleasures o f the speİA tltor ^ Tv,lt
should ever desire a share in the »anagement^of I f f a i 5 ! * o f ^ l + o

: r s . ' ’S t ? s r '’ . r » ;
" I  do not oomplain o f men fo r  having engrossed the government

14.
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in excluding us f/vom a l i  degr«es of power they preserve us from 
many fatigues, many dangers and perhaps many crimes,"

She recorded in a le t t e r  og- March 1739 to the Countess 
of Pomflort, an occurrence in Parliament, which shall *be quoted at 
length, fo r  i t  shows several in teresting points. F irs t, i t  is  
a good exaple of lady Mary*s s k il l  in t e l i in g  a good story,se- 
cond, i t  rela tes a circumstance that might eas ily  have tak en placJ^  ̂
YTİthin the last few years in England, and third, i t  indicateö the 
in tere et tak en iby a ferw women in Parliamentary a ffa irs  o f the 
time s.
”At the las t warra debate in the Houee of Lords, i t  vras unani- 
mously resolved that there should be no crowd of unnecessary 
auditors; consequently the fa i r  eex were excluded, and the g a ll-  
ery designed to the s2ile use o f the Houâe of Coınmons,ITotwithstand'^ 
ing which determination, a tr ib e  of dames resolved to show on 
th is occasion, that neither men nor laws could re si et theçı, These 
heroines were Lady Huntington, the Duchess o f Q,ueensberry, the 
Duchess of Ancaster, Lady Westmoreladd, Lady Cobham, Lady Char- 
lo t te  Edwin, Lady Archibald Hamilton and her daughter, Mrs, Scott 
and Mrs Pendames and Lady Frances Sanderson, I am thus p a rti-  
cular in th eir naıaes, since I 16ok upon them to be the boldest 
assertors, and most resigned su fferers fo r  lib e rty  I ever reftio f. 
They presented themselves at the door at nine 0*cld>ck in the 
morning, ^ e r e  Sir William Sanderson respectfu ll y informed them 
the chancellor had made an order against th e ir  admittance. The 
Duchess Qf Queensberry as head ıbf the squg^on,pished st the i l i -  
breeding o f a mere lawyer and desire d 4i«Öîrto le t  them upstair:s 
p riva te jy . A fter some modest refusals, he swor e by G--- he would 
not le t  them in.He^^Grace with a noble warmth answered by G— 
they would corae in, in spifee o f the chancelloc and the whole 
House, This being reported the Peers resolved to starve them out.
An order was given that the doors should not be opened t i l i  they 
had raised their siege. These Amazon s now show^d themselves 
qu a lified  fo r  the duty ev en o f foo t soldierd; they stood there tiU. 
f iv e  in the afternoon without e ither sustenance or evacuation, 
every now and then, playing vo lleys  of thumps, kicks and raps 
against the door, with so much violence that the speakers in the 
Hrtuse were scarce heard. V/hen the Lords were not to be conquered 
by th is, the two Duchesses ( very well apprised in the statagems 
o f war) commanded a aead silence o f ha lf an hour; and th^chan- 
ce llo r , who thought th is a certain proof o f th e ir  ab sence, (the 
Coramons also being very anx6ous to enter) gave order fo r  the öpen-  
ing o f the door, upon which they a l i  rushed in, pushed aside 
their corapetitors and placed themselves in the rront row of the 
ga lle ry ,

They stayed there t i l i  a fte r  aleven, when the House 
rose, and during the debate gave applause and showed mark s of 
d is lik e , not oniy by smiles and winks ( vâıich have alway4s been 
allowed inl^ these cases) but by noisey laughs and apparent con- 
terapts; whıch is  supposed the true reason poor Lord Hervey spoke 
miserably, 1 beg.your pardon, dear madam, fo r  th is long relation , . 
but ’ t i s  irapossible to be short on so copious a subject, and you 
must own th is action very well worthy ofi record, and I  think 
not to be para lle led  in history^, ancient or modern*”
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Among the many in teres tin g  characters o f the eighteenth 

century Lady Mary stands out as a figUB*, fu l l  o f o r ig in a lity  
and fo rce . She has given much deligh t through her ”Piquante •' 
le t te r s ,  to her own generation as w e ll as to ours, The country 
owes her ^d elot o f gratituâe fo r  her introduction o f inocyla- 
tion and her sex should not fo rge t the p lea she made fo r  them, 
when the suhject 
i t  now enjoys,

She m  s 
admire, while we 
what l i f e  had to

o f woınan • s educatlon had none o f the popular!ty

a hrave, s o lita ry  s p ir it  v?hose courage we may 
deplore her cynicism. She was disappointed in

----- ------- —  o f fe r  her, and yet i f  she faid liv e d  in another
age and in ü iffe ren t surroundings, she might have heen a Jane 
Austin o r 'a  George E lio t*  As i t  was, her contrihutions to her 
tiraes, were such as to g ive  her, though not a place in the lim e- 
l ig h t  o f fame, s t i l i ,  an assured position  among the many in teres t 
ing minör figü re  s o f English L itera tü re ,
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'7~XâZ3oZÇ~' “6u?. -̂̂ r—o

jdL_a.

fcs
lrU_j»jcj c-̂ _̂̂ >--v-̂ ^ rtl>_a_^

CA_a.

a_JL,

vcr̂
'* ■ k -^ 3 _^

Gs—>,̂ ~̂tüZi5Z l>-:̂ “0—s— töIZIâiT'
7~~lAsja,

0L-A-A_>>̂  '̂ J'— —O

l>v_C.̂
bor

cy~^ o—s

l;>— <5r^~txİA  ̂ ''̂ /î —e.
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\
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