
THE BRONTfi FAMILY,
• • • •

/

Introduction ^

I cannot reaeraber a time when I wae not thyi-Il-ed by the achleve- 

aonts, and the pereonalitiee and the tragic etory o f the Bronte" family.

They etand alene in the annala o f Englich literatüre. Their reetricted 

and unhappy livee , their indomitablo courage, their f ie rce  dotermination 

in the face o f  almost ineurmountable d iff io u lt ie e . their divcree and 

orig inal literary  produotione—-are subjecte to returu to again and again,

They are faeoinating to any etudent o f humanity, ae their works are to any 

etudent o f  literatüre.

When in the Bummer o f 195^» I ablo to f u l f i l  a dream. o f  mine, 

and to v iö it  the Parsonage at Haworth in Yorkehire, the horao o f the family 

fo r  forty  years, the wholc drama o f their lives bocame increaeingly a live  for 

me, Bo that now they seem indeed to have become a part o f  my own memoriee.

The attraction  o f the etudy o f the Bron'^e İ b one that has been 

0xperienced by many people. When you begin to etudy Oharlotte and Emily
v'Bronte especially, you are amazed to diecover the number o f ]BBaqBİ:a books 

that have been written about them. The cIrbbİc l i f e  , o f  course, 1b that o f 

Mre. Gaekell, who was Oharlotte’ e friend (a fter  ehe became famous and after 

the death of her brother and younger sietere) and wae written in 1857, 

yeare after Oharlotte's death. But since then, and particularly within 

recent years, when an analysio o f  Victorian groatnese has become inoreae- 

ingljf faehionable, there have been innumerablo accounts o f  one or other o f 

thİB famous family and often o f the four o f them to^ether. For many yeare, 

Olemont Shorter was the accepted authority. He wrote a l i f e  o f Oharlotte 

and in iSpö^The Brontes and theirO ircle—a most in te^ tin g  co llection  o f 

lettere , centering around cach member ö f  the family and their intimate

fr iıa d a . Auguetine B irre ll, aleo in the 90» wrote about them. Mary F,



Robiaaon wae for  long tho grcateet authority on Emily Brontft. May Sinclair 

in 1 9 1 1  wrote The Three Brontfle, Abbe Dimnet ,the author o f The Art o f 

Thinking, wrote The Bronte Sietera in I9 IO. Romer Wileon and Olemence 

Dane have each w rittto  about them, one a book ,the other a play called 

Wild Decembere. leabel 0. Clarke and Roeamond Langbridge have both done 

modern interpretationa o f the l i f e  o f  Oharlotte BrontB. The best, however, 

and the lateat atory o f  Oharlotte BrontB waa publiahed in W ?,  and written 

by Eh Benson. In thia book, ovidence hae been s ifted , old atories 

authenticated or dieproved 91 and a very eomprehensive l i f e  has emerged, 

aympathetically written. Plays about Haworth Paraonage, in which a l i  the 

membera o f the family figüre, have been numeroue. I aaw a rather poor 

one called The BrontB^of Haworth Paraonage by John Davidaon, in Malvern 

in 1 9 5 6 . lA waa an im itation, about another family, o f the Barretta o f  

Wimpole Street . There have been a g r ^  many lesBer accounta, too numer- 

our to mention. So i t  ia  apparent that the intereat in this remarkable 

family is  a live  among a great diveraity o f people.
t

Nearly everyone^ o f couroe^has read Jane Eyre and has f e l t  tho 

tremendouB interest of the story, öven I f  many of us read iJTtoo early to 

understand the masterly analysis o f  love and passion between Jane and 

Roeheeter. Many o f us have tried  to read Wuthing Hetghts and eome fow 

o f  UB have rea lly  f e l t  ite  eineiter power, and most o f us know Emily Bront«'e 

four »onderful poome'İnoluded in the Oxford Book of EnöUeh Veroeı Rememhrance, 

The PrİBoner, My U d y 'e  3rave and U e t  Lines. Oharlotte'e other novele, 

Shirley and V lllo tto  and oome o f Emily'a other poemB are very raaarkable 

a leo , but nothing is  more remarkable than tho story o f thoir livea and 

the viv id  aooounts o f themselvos and their onvironment that they have le f t

for posterity .

Let me try to give you, as clearly  and as concieely as I can, 

that story, öven at the risk o f te llin g  you much that you already know. And 

le t  me add that I despair o f  ever doing thera ju stice .

2.



Fatrick Brontö,^the fathor o f thie family wae Irieh and poor. But he

was aspiring and although he had very l i t t ie  money and was the member o f  a

large family, he came to England and went to Oambridge Univereity, whero he

obtained hie A.B, degree. He became a curate, f i r s t  in E8aex and then in p. -vy.X»
r

Yorkehire. While he was at Hartshead, a v illage near Halifax, he met and 

married a lady from Cornwall, called Maria Branwell, who happened to have 

come from Penzance to Yorkehire on a v is it ,  to re la tivee . She ırae unueed to 

the rigorouB ıraya o f  the north, but she never again returned to her sunnier 

and more genial Cornırall. They were married in 1Ö12,

Six children were born ,a l l  in rapid succeasion, two at Hartshead 

and four at Thornton, another Yorkshire parishı Maria I8 1 5 , Elizabeth IÛI5 .

Oharlotte IÖ1 6 , Patrick Branırell, the only boy 181 7 , Emily Jane 1818 amd 

Anne in 1 8 2 0 ,

" And then," as Mr, E.P. Benson says,"oame the fin a l ecc les ia stica l 

step fo r  Mr. Brontö and on that step he remained ırithout’ further proraotion, 

for  forty-one years. On Peb. 25th 1820, he was licensed to the chapelry o f

Haworth, ten miles from Bradford and in the parish o f that toım..........  Some-

time during the spring the move was made and from thenceforth with one 

exceedingly important oxception, the setting o f the Brontft drama ıras laid 

at the Parsonage there«e«‘ Standing at the top o f a steep h i l i ,  which the 

v illage  climba, i t  faoes ,a cro 8s an oblong |Vwalled-i;i garden, the west door 

o f  the churoh... I t  ie gifilt about with the gruyeyardj the public house, the 

"Black Bull" is  neighborly; a "short lone İane" leads to the moors. These 

four, parsonage, and church, public house and moora are the main furniehing 

o f the Bcene. Of them the ohurch is  the leaat s ign ificant and the moors ,the 

most, fo r  from the moors came fut^feg Heights,"

The v iliage o f Hawor.th stragglos along a winding cobbied road to 

the top o f a steep h i l i ,  where the Parsonage and church stand up against the
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"the dira^ path o f  the fie rce  w4nds that. blow ovar tha iaoors, The 

ecene hao been deecribod times without nuraber, and b its  o f  i t  appear again 

and again in the lettera and noveln and poems o f th© aistera. The house 

i t e e l f ,  bu ilt o f gray oton© and lookinç out upon the large graveyard o f the 

church \ms amali fo r  ao large a family, but i t  accommodated them a l i .

Mrs. BrontS, when they came to Haworth, was already i l i  and a li 

her l i f e  in the Paraonage was on© o f suffering anfl fa ilin g  streagth. In 

the autumn of 1Ö21, when her eldost ohild, Maria, was eight and Anne ,th© 

youngost was a yoar anfl a h a lf, she died.

So here were aix motherlesö ohildren in charge ofl ignorant 

Yorkshire servants and a father, who waa notoriously inept at coping with 

youth, who was a atudent and rather s ilen t and not too good tempored# He 

tried to find a aecond w ife, but when he fa iled , ho aaked hia wife»s aiatar, 

Miaa Elizabeth Branwell, to çora© frora Cornwall to look a fter  his children.

She carae and atayed with them until they grew up and until her own death.

She did her duty^with sternneas and Victorian thoroughneaa, never becoraing 

reconciled to the Yorkshir© cliınate and forevor oomparing i t  unfavorably 

..with hor nativo county, The children called  her Aunt Branwell, never Aunt 

Elizabeth, whioh I think is  aign ificant. She waa a l i t t i o  old spinater who 

woro a s ilk  gown, a large bonnet triramed with ruching and carried a gold 

snuff box. The sraall g ü le  had to do endleas 8owing, they had to learn to 

work and do a l i  manner o f doraestic taaks with cara and punctiliouaness, They 

never loved their aunt, though they reapected her, She on© ahe ahow4d 

p a rtia lity  for was the boy, Branwell, he^who would have done so much better 

^ithout a doting and too aasily forgiving aunt. But how often in l i f e ,  

matters arrange themselvea like th is.

The children, as raay be imagAned and as Mrs. Gaekell ascer- 

tained frora many inhabitants o f  Haworth, wero strange, quiot, unuaual l i t t i e  

oreatures, Thbir father did not like being disturbed by noise and so they
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early learned the quiete3t o f garaes. The two eldest took över the responai- 

b i l i t y  /  lookin^ after the yo-^ngoat and none o f thegi, I think, ever really  

romped or learned how to play aa normal children do. They a l i  cduld read 

Boon and would discuss the news and p o lit ic s  with their father at a r id i -  

culoualjr early age.

In July 1824 Mr. Brontft took hia tı̂ ro eldar daughters, Maria and 

Elizabethto a alolaool at Oowan Bridge, which had recently been establiahed 

for the daughters o f poor clorgymen. I t  waa moat Inexp0n8iv 8 , the faes 

being only fourteen pounda a year. Un September, Oharlotte and Eraily 

also went there. So much controversy hau gathared around thla eatabliah-

ment, that i t  has taken yeare to find out the real truth, about i t ,  The/'
terrib le  picturo which Oharlotte drew in Jane Eyre of the Lowood Orphan 

Aaylum branded this clergymen's school for  a l i  time, üThile sotne o f hor 

Btatomeats wero exaggeration8 and while the lapse o f years mada her picture 

över emphatic, the etory in rea lity  is  painful enough,. Oharlotte, at the 

age o f nine had atched in her asnosy mind the memory of great euffet4ng  ̂

not only fo r  herself but for her s ieters. In the spring o f I8 2 5 , a lov 

fever broke out in the ehcool, i t  was thought because o f the poor and in — 

su ffic ion t food and rough acGomraadationa, None of the BronjjS children 

caught i t ,  but soon i t  was apparent that Maria had developed rapid comBurap- 

tion . She was taken home and died in May and no aooner had she göne thaiı 

Elizabeth 8howed the eame »ymptoras. She was brought home too and died in 

June. Mr, Brontft waa d efin ite ly  frightened and he removed Oharlotte and 

Emily from the school.

Pive years followed this episode, when the four children who were 

le f t ,  lived at the parsonage and W0re taught theiır leesons by their father 

and their Aunt Branwell,: Abb/ Diranet saya*'’ The children wero well and began 

to live  their şo litary  l i f e  with the intensity that alvrays characterized 

i t .  Anne wıs only 5* Emily was 9, Branwell 10 and Oharlotte 11 and they



wer8 a l i  prodigiouöly in te llig on t."  Thay saw almoat nobody but each other, 

They were a l i  shy and their shynesa was accentuated—a li  but Branvrell who 

was b r illia n t , unotable and gregarious, They began to have elaborat© gamea

in which they took fic t it io u a  names and which^directly to llterary  e ffo r ts ,
(Af f C t'M 4İ .J Y A <

They made u p a n d  ihoy started that gaae o f Gondal land which, in the cae©

of ISmily and Anne continued right into their maturo years*

Notet Explain the two eagao:

1, Angria (Charlotte and Branwell)
wost o f  Africa—hot country 
poems jChroncIoB, pamphlets, proclamationB.

diflcontlnued when Branwell was I9 .

2. Angora-'j^ (Ernily and Anne) >
inhabited by Gondals—cold country 
Emperor Julius 
Royaliat and republican ware 
h istoriee , chroniclee, poems

continued untll their la at yeara,

f

They ırroto in tiny l i t t i e  note books only a few inches square. They 

called  these volunıes and many o f them you can see ^ -d a y  in the Britiah 

Museum and at Haworth Parsonage i t s e l f ,  Their writing wae a icroscop ic, very 

fin e  and neat. Ab much o f i t  wae done by feeble candlelight or even by 

f i r e  ligh t, i t  is  no wonder that Charlotte ruined her eyee and was always 

very short-sighted, holding her book or her work very near her face.

6.

I must hurry över their next educational stepe. In 18Jİ Charlotte 

went to Mies V ooler'e  school at Roohead- where she was much happie» and where 

she made two laeting friendships, with Ellen Nussey and Mary Taylor, Her 

many letters  to Ellen are the eource o f a great deal o f  our knowledg© 6f the 

l i f e  o f the fam ily, I might day here that Mr, Benson in his t i fe  ,givea i t  

aa his opinion, that i f  Charlotte had only her le tters  to her cred it and no 

noveİB or poems, her fame would hava been established.
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She went back to Roehead in 1855 as a teacher and Emily went as a 

fitudent, but Emily was so shy and so silen t and so miserable away from the moors 

that sha v is ib ly  grew thinner and thinner* Oharlotte in alarm had her sent 

home and Anne took her place. Branwell, who had raore need o f  the diacipline 

o f  Bchool than any of his gentle sisters waa kopt at home and taught his 

father. But he began at an early age to enjoy the society o f occaaional 

travellera who atopped at the "Black Bulî " where drinka were p len tifu l 

and already the soods o f his dovmfall were sornı, Again in IS^Tr^jSlAİly'"^ at 

school in H «lifax.

By thiB time the g ir iş  were maturing# They had to think o f earning

their liv ing , as their father could not sppport them a l i  on his slender

stipend. They had great hopes o f Branwell, who was very clever at drawing

and who had a passionate desire to go to London to study his a rt. He also

had litorary  aubitions and had written a remarkable letter  to the Foet Laureate

Southey, enolosing some o f his verses, The g ir la ' ch ie f prooccupation had

been his advancement and they longed for him to be able to cu ltivate himself,

They were sure he was destined to be great* Por themseleveç, hwever, thereA
was only the p osa ib ility  o f  their bocoming governesses, which they proceeded 

to do, Corning back at holiday intervals to Haworth* But beforo Oharlotte 

started out, she had her f i r s t  proposal o f  marriage from Henry Nussey, the
to

brother o f  her friend. Ellen, but she could not bring herself to aocept him.

A second proposal camo the fiame year, IÖ59  from a curate, Mr. Bryce, who 

had spent one day at the parsonage as a guest, Charlotte was much amused by 

i t  and quickly sent her defin ite  rofusal. e

Anne BrontS had several positions and was a goberness longer than 

Oharlottelı Of hor miseries one can find abundant testimony in Agnes Groy, 

her f i r s t  book. She was unfitted to manage children or to adapt h er ie lf 

to alien  homes, Oharlotte was equally unsucceosful, underpaid and very un—
y

happy as a governess* The theme o f the poor brow-beaten gentle,woınan be-



camo the oontral İdea o f her litorary  e ffo r ts . Emily, who tob obvioualy more 

unhappy away from hoae than any o f ■them, atayed a good par t» o f her time at 

Haworthf ırorking har d about the house^ but llving , a l i  the tlmel̂ ŷ a luıniııouBj 

injtenae ap irit l i f e  o f her own that almost no one ahared, except occaaionally

Anne and Branwell.

A li thİB time, a l i  the four o f  them were writing—playa, poeme,

atoriea, chroniclea* I t  waa their aolace and their escape*

By 18A1 ( i r lo t t e ,  vho^frora the f ir a t  took the lead in trying to 

- ^acquite for  herself and her aiotera, a measure o f independence, conoeived the 

idea o f opening a achool at the Paraonage. But in order to o ffe r  acceptable 

acccmpliahmenta, ahe thought ahe ought to have a knovlodge o f Pranch and Gerraan. 

So, a fter feetting from their aunt an advance o f manoey, CharlotteV and Emily, 

atarted out in Pebruary^18A2 for  the Penaionnat He^er in Bruaaele. Mr.

Brontft went vith them via London, where they atayed at the Chapter CoCfee 

Houae, a l i t t i e  old hotel in Paternoater Row under thê  ahadow o f St. Paul'a, 

just ae did Charlotte's heroine, Lucy Snowe, in her novel, V ille tte , vritten 

ten years la ter . Oharlotte wae now nearly 26 and Emily 2k. and thie waa their

f ir e t  eight o f London.
The adventure o f these provincial English g ir le , ahy, clever, 

ca lb in istie , İn thİ8 etrange foreign Catholic panalonnat, makaa a most 

diverting and extraordinary atory . They were older than the other pupile, 

r ig id  and terrib ly  earneat in their views and appallingiy reticen t. They 

were ardent proteatanta and had only diaapprovaUnd prejudice for  Roman 

Catholic dootrine and ritu a l. M. and Mme. Heger were very kind to them.

They worked exoeedingly hard and aoon gained a very good knowleâge o f Prenoh. 

For the f ir a t  time, Oharlotte met a man in M. Keğer who waa reall^ in te l l -  

ectual. who could lead her to a new oultnre. Her thiraty aoul drank i t  a l i  in. 

Nearly a l i  o f  the atory o f  V ille tte  ia autobiographical and we have Oharlotte'a 

lettera  and the acoounta o f  M,' and Mme. Heger and other pupila at the 

echool to m ı  in the picture. They g irla  had been in Bruaeel» only ten
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monthe, when nevre came in November o f the illn ese  o f their Aunt Branwell,

They haatened home at önce but found that ehe had died, while they vere on 

their way to England, She le f t  her very tiny fortune to her niocee, 00 that 

tfeey were botter o f f  than they had been. Emily rcmained at home after Uıiu,

to look after the house and her father, but Charlotte, at the invltation  o f

M, and Mme. Heger returned to BrusaeİB fo r  another year, as part time teachor 

and part time student.

Thiü second v is it  had a profound e ffo c t  upon Charlotte's heart 

and mind. Gre4t arguments have centered around t İlla her eecond

Bojourn. She remarked in a letter o f a la ter date:

returned to Brussels after aunt*s death againet my conecience, prompted by 

what Beemed an ir re s ie tib le  impulse. I was punished for  my aelfish  fo l ly  by 

a vrithdravral for  mor© t^an two years, o f happiness and peace o f mind,"

'f' This paBsage and the fa ct  that she grew melencholy and unhappy

in BruBseİB and was aware that Nbne. Heger's attitude towardB her had changed, 

and that ehe wa8 jealous o f  Charlotte'e interest inM, Heger, led people to 

believe that Charlott© had fa llen  in love with him. In 1 9 I5 four le tters  o f 

Charlotte5to M. Heger in Prench, vrritten during the years 1844 and 1845 vrere 

publİBhed in The Timeeand their tome certainly shovred that ehe had a very 

great longing for his ansvrera and that she had conceivecjia tremendously warm 

admiration and a ffection  for  her Master, as she called him. These ICtters , 

which she wrote on her return to England, had been Been by Mre. Gaskell, when 

she v is ited  BruBBeİB  ̂ Extracts were made fronı them but she did not publish
« - ' II

them complle and i t  was le f t  to M, Paûl Heger years la ter to present them to 

the Britifih Museura, as new,

It  is  a long story—how they were rescued from the waste paper 

basket and preserved bjp Mme. Heger. The tolı̂ e o f these le tters  is  painful

and heavy with longing and i t  seerûs almost like eacrilege to be reading them 

at a l i .  M, H^ger did not reply, or at very long intervale, in an imperfconal
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le tte r , dittated to his wife and in her handwriting. He was no doubt em- 

barraased by Charlot-'te* s passionabe admlrablon. I anı c^uibe sure, and a l i  

Oharlotte’ e l i f e  and letters  bear me out, that she was never "in love" with 

M, Heger in the ordinary sense o f the word. He was the most in te lligen t sucıs 

and culüvabed man she had ever kLnown at* a l i  vrell, t»hougtr̂ *&t'i5'‘‘ her s e s

Bttperiorj- ' î f  She had only^imDWTt. The only othors had been raw curates in her

fa th er 's  parieh, whom she p illo r ied  so cleverly  in her la ter novel, Shirleyj

her father^ who was dull and pedentic and her weak brother, who already showed 

signs o f  never fu l f i l l in g  the high hopes his sisters had for hira. Instead o f
A

trying to explain in my ovm ylords, Charlotte's case, le t  me quote from Abbe

DAmnet, whA writes about the matter in the appendix to his book The Bronjıe 

S isters, Befora reading him, le t  me give you a tiny part o f  the la st extant 

letter (18^^5) a year and a half since her return from Brussels.

Quote: 1 . le tter
2. Dimnet P. 255,256

A li th is story is  treated in a detailed and interesting manner by Mr. Benson,

\)/' In january 1Ö44 Oharlotte returned from Brussels, Now the sisters

vere equipped for theiAa#Jw«i project and they wanted to öpen a school at the 

Parsonage. They got out^ l i t t i e  circularSand sent thera to the liraited number 

o f theij’riends and acquaintancee, but not ona application did they hava.

Caarlotta and Emily ware at home together. Anne and Branwall beıng rea- 

pactively govarnaos and tutor with the Robinaon faMİlyi Oharlotte aaa de-

.Pd . .d .  * 1 1  “ “

waa BUffering from oataract and hla sight gatting gradually woraa.

Buamer o f ISA? Anne returned home fırom the Robrnsona. She and Emily
 ̂ T j  + York and a li thie time they played 

xx«*«xâx o f f  fo r  a ahort hoUday
at Sondala, imperaonating and writing about and weavıng atories aro

U oua p eop le . O harlotte v la lta d  har fr le n d . E llen  at Hathe-raage. - e n  aha



returned, she found Branwell had been dismisBed from his position at the Robin-

8 0nS.. He was disooura^ed-a-nd’ morose his decline waB rapıd from now on,

For the next three years he preeented the terrib le  picture o f a profligate 

and drunkard, going to piecee mentally and phyeically before the agonised 

eyee o f his aisters,

In th is dreary autumn o f 104  ̂ however, a wonderful discorery

m 8 made*

Quote E. F. Benson'a Life o f  Charlotte Bront5 P 159-162.
O cĴ  l-tyV-yvre 0^ 9t

The poeme o f Ourrer, E llis  and Acton Bell were published in one 

emall volüme by Aylott and Jönes o f Faternoster Row in the early sumraer o f 1846 

A li the merite were for TSllisCEmily) eaid Charlotte. The book coat the authore

11.

nearly f i f t y  pounda and dhly two copiea were sold* ^

one in the famlly beside a the three aistere knew o f this vonttt»e.

Although i t  was far from succeasfjıl- they kept on writirig. Each continued

with a novelı Emily—¥uthering Heightej Anne- -Agnes Creyj Charlotte—The

^ ofea a or . They sent them the weary rounda and fo r  long could not find a 

publisher. Finally the Profeaaor came back from the publishtng firra o f 

SraithjElder with ao aympathetic a note saying that a book^with more

dranatic quaUty waB needed, ^  that Charlotte then and there began Jane Eyre.

Ab a matter o f fa ct , she was at that moment in Manchester with her father, 

having göne there for an operation for hia eyes. And such vaa her courage 

and determination, that while ahe waited for the convalescent to recuperate
• - II

ahe aat dom to write her moet faraoue novel, without saying a vrord to anyone. 

After a year and a half Tuthering Heights and Agnes Orey found publishers in 

Messrs. Newby in one volume~Dec. 1847* Jane Eyre appeared three months earlier 

with Smith Elder a«d-San in Ootober 18̂ *7. A li the authors kept their 

masculine pen namee. - ^

Jane Eyre was an immediate and an immense suooess. Th other books
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were ıi'ît bo popular but they too recoived soma rıotice. The reviewers a l i  

thought the authors were men, but Bome gueaeed they might be vfomen and much 

controversy raged in the literary  world, while these quiet, ahy eisters 

were itmnured in their Yorkehire parsonage. But their lives  were beginning 

to ©xpand and Oharloidvtte did a good deal o f oorrespondence with her 

publİBhers and othera who admired her work.

In July 1ö43—Acknovrlegaıent o f authorshix>-Quot0 E.F. Benson P. 2C8 et 8oq.
. İ'4x.y'̂ J0̂ ' ^  , , V/- ' ,  ̂  ̂ "e

Brighter daye Beeı^ to be dawning for  the family and their 

fortunee ehould have been in the ascondant as a reward for  past sorrow and 

labor, Oharlotte waa famous as Ourrer B ell, the author o f Jane Eyre. She 

begau another novel, the heroine o f whioH was to be her sister Enily, whonı 

she called  Shirley# Anne had written her second novel. They had a l i  their 

şevret lives as well a ^8 the beginninga o f recognition* But instead of

peaoe, tragedy piled iteelf up upon them with unbelievable Bviftneos and
*

cruelty#

By this Buramer o f 1348 not a year a fter the pulication of the 

three novels, i t  was evident that Branwell was not only a complete moral 

wreck, but was etricken with the terr ib le  ecourge o f the family and the 

lo ca lity , consump, tion . The aisters were afraid and aehamed to ask anyone to 

v is i t  them. Their aus^tere ca lv ln istic  upbri*ging dld not he İp them to eym- 

pathiae ^he vrith the önce b r illia n t  but terribl^w eak brother. They had 

seon hira gradually d ec l^ g  for  three years and fin a lly  in Sept. 1843, he died.

The next to go was Emily, The story o f her heroio fight against
I:

death, o f  her 8talwart e p ir it , o f  the fire ce  reeerve of her nature reade 

like an epic, like a Oroek tragedy, I cannot go into a l i  the painful do- 

ta ils  o f Oharlotte*o fears and the misery she went through in eeeing her

öister suffer and not be allowed to help o f even to oa ll a doctor. These
r

thingB you can read fo r  yourflelvoB in her le tters  and in her wonderful 

tribute to her s ister in tho prefaco 'to  the aecond adition to Wutherinp‘

1?.



HeightB ,whioh 8ho wrote two yaars la ter. Suffice i t  to say that three 

montho a fter Bran^^ell, xks[Xfii]i Emily,who on the very day o f her death in- 

cısted on getting up and dressing herself and coraing downstair8, -the 

gallant and silen t Eıaily died, I t  was Becember 19,10^â, She was 

th irty  years old .

îou would think that Oharlotte'e hurdan waa haavy enagh but there 

TO6 ona aiater le f t .  I am quita certain and the Uıaıtsht can hardly betr 

thinking about, that ign^oranoe o f the infectioua natura o f  eomepajıtion 

and o f ita  cura by maans o f  aunahine,^ U ght, good food and peaoful minda 

(things unknoam at the Pareonage) ^a^ largely  tha cauae o f tha rapid 

Bucoaaaiva daathe o f  Bran-all, EmUy and Anne. Anne bacama İU  tha ain*ar 

o f Emily'a death. Sha vme gantle and pasaiye, rasigned and good. She »ade 

no figh t aa did EmUy but had a doctor doon. He oonfiraed tha worat feara 

o f  the aiatara. Oharlotte took Anne to Soarborough by the aea . in May 184? 

and EUen har ataunoh, and undaratanding friend cama With har. But Anne 

dıad oniy a few daya a fter  they reaohed their deatinatlon.

Oharlotte eaa in the middla o f  Shirlay when Emily diad. She le f t  

i t  untouohed t i l i  after Anne had followed her elder aiater. And when 

Oharlotte returned from Soarborough to her deeolate home, inhabited now 

by her father alone.^ahe kept her aanity. only by making heraelf work hard 

to fin iah  her booB. Her eloquent lettera  at thia time bear ydtneaa to the 

marvelloua tanaoity o f  purpoae. to the dopth o f  her devotion, to th e fa o t  

that in the aohievementa o f  hor mind, ehe could a t i l i  fe e l , a fter a l i  thia 

tragedy, a solaoe, a corafort, an escape,

In the autumn o f the year o f  Anne'a death 1849 Shirley waa publishe( 

Oharlotte thought that although hor idontity  waa known to hor publiahara, ahe 

could keep i t  from the roat o f tha eorid . But the aotting o f Shirley y-aa 

her OTO îorkahlre moorlanda and the ouratea, whom ehe mado auoh fun o f  in 

her book were liv ing  in and about Haeorth. Indeed the very man whom ahe öven-
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tm lly  married recognised himself in the book, as well as his colleagues, 

and roared with laughter at the clever caricatures, People at la st kner that 

Ourrer Bell was none other than the small, shy, short-sighted clever 

daughter o f the incumbent o f Haworth v illage  church.

After th is, she began to be lionized to a certain extent, She mado 

several trips to London. She met faraoua literary  people, but a l i  her socia l 

a c t iv it io s  were terrib le  ordeals to her and she was mada l i te r a lly  i l i  with 

shynesB, She met Mrs, Oaskell and Miss Martineau, with both o f whom she 

became good friende, She saw her childhocvjhero, the Duke of Vellington,

She was entertained by Thackeray, whora she had adored at a distance. But 

her 8orrow8 and her seriouomindednoas and the long struggle she had had 

against adversity, robbed her o f the a b ility  to enjoy the legitimate fame 

. that cama her way, She made a strange impression on people and not^^'^v^v 

happy one, With her publiahers she maintained very cord ial relations, and
f

they sent her regularly boxes o f  new books, in which she revelled, She had 

many In tellectu al corraspondents and these she thoroughly enjoyed,

Among them was a certain very clever l i t t i e  man called James 

Taylot, reader for  the firm o f Smith, Elder aıui«Bem. In IÖ5 I he proposed to 

her and she hesttated for  a moment, but was never rea lly  in love with him 

and knew it«  Her father was anxious that she should marry him and perfeaps 

that foeling  had something to do with his disapproval o f  the curate, Mr,

Anthur N icholls, who in I8 5 2  told  him wanted to marry Oharlotte.

This brings us to the fin a l act in the drama o f  Chalotte's l i f e ,

By IÖ5 2 , she had written V illo tte , to a largo extent an account o f her ex- 

perienoes in Brussels and she had also refused Mr, Taylor'a o ffe r , She was 

now 5 Ö, Mr. N icholls had been curate at Haworth for more than eight years, 

and had had evory opportunity o f  knowing Oharlotte and her family. She was 

very much Burprised ehen he revealed his fee lin g  for  her, but from the f i r o t  

she admired and respected him. Her father, for-tvrb years was vUfleıhtly
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oppoBed to the marriage and lik e  a dutifu l Victorian daughter aha acquİQsed  ̂

fo r  a apace. But fin a lly  she took things into her own handa and winning 

frienda in the town who aynıpathized with her, ahe met M8 . Nicholla and 

correaponded with him, eben though hei|̂  had been*banished from the paraonage 

fo r  th» time. Td« c o u r a e ^ is  romance ia one with the atrange, fantaatic l i f e  

on the edge o f  the moor, Again I can rofer you to Mr. E.P. Benaon for  a 

moat excellent account o f i t .

they were married on June 29th IÖ5A and for the next eight raonths 

Oharlotte knew peace, contentment, real and conatant happineaa. She waa 

U tera lİy  aurpriaed at her new joy and could hardly beliebo ahe waa heraelf.

But a Nemiais followed the BrontSa. In Pebruary o f the following 

year, ahe waa taken i l i .  She vraa with child and f e l t  woak and miaerable and 

unable to eat. Again one feela '^if only her doctora had known more they 

could have he^lped her. They wero not rea lly  alarmed until too lata. Opy 

Î4arch 5 0 , 1 8 5 5  she died. Her father aurvived her aix yeara. Her huaband, 

a f ter her father'a  death, le f  t  Ha ĵ ı̂orth fo r  good and settied in Ireland,

Here then ia tragic atory o f the BrontS family.

Though i t  ia a atorjı o f dej^feat and death 4n raoat o f  ita  aapecta, i t  has 

about i t  a victorioua quality, which i® d i f f ic u lt  to deaceibe, but which
to

anyona rea lly  fam iliar with the worka o f theae wonderful aiatera cannot fa i l  

to fe e l very deeply.

■ >  r I wiah I could pauae here to deal with many d ifforent anglea o f

thia atoryj with the interplay o f temperament, for  inatance ,among members o f

the familyj with the part which Branwell played in the İterary output; with

the theoriea o f the authorahip and the aourcoa o f Wuthering Heightsî with the
conten^oary

opiniona o f  varioua o th er^ i t agary people concerning the Brontfta. Inatead

I would like to înake b r ie f mention o f the publiahed worka and point out

aorae o f their excel|9nce8 aa well aa their weakno88es. I w ill take thora 
chronologica lly :
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The Poems.

Oharlotte and Anne—coramonplace
Religloue reeignation— imitative

Emily'fi really grcat
Borae disguised rb Gondal poems. Teree, atrong liıe f i r e  o f genÜB 
Read The Moors

My Lady'fi Grave

Jane Eyre

Old-faehioned now—then revidutionaryı a heroine is  plain and unknown 
(Oinderella— inferioritjr complex)

Pantastic Tale— delibcrate 
Autobiographical elementa

St. John Rivers—Henry KusBey 
Lowood School— Govan Bridge

Jane and Rochester— a woraan confesBos ehe lovee, even before the man 
declaree himoelf.

Preaches a l i t t i e — the Bronte fa ilin g

MalvernFestieal—dramatization o f Jane Eyre by Helen Jerorao.
Curigwen Lewio and Reginald Tate

Wutheriru:; Heighte

Like the work o f a man— utterly d ifferent frora Oharlotte and Anne,
Oalled pagan—laystic
Inooherent etory. Oonception o f Heathcliffe,m asterly • one with the moors 
Knowledge o f low l i f e —pareonage servanta, ^
PaBBİon for  1, moors

9 . Animals 
Liberty

Really great --underestimated by e ister, Impassioned English 
Sorabre and dark throughout. No homor,

Afmûb Grev

Short. one volüme with V.H. Anne less inspired 
Love,making insipid . Governess and children very real 
Excellent Englieh

The Tenant of  Wjld fe l l  Hail

A pattern though laborod.
A picture o f a drunkard-a warning to othere— taken upon hersH f as a duty

Shirley
The moorland country,, Louio the recurring Bchoolnıaster 
Padding— Curatee
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V ille tte

Material almoet entirely autofeiograî>hical.
Hero—M. Paul Eramanuel (M. Oonatantin Heger)^
Very uneven in quality— called by May Sinclair her beet novel 
Bigotted attitade to the Oatholic Church (mention^ Abbe Diranet)
She capturee the ”foreignes8 " of the continent, tho her comxjarieon8 

are often odious*

The Profecsor PJsthuıuouB.

The f i r o t  novel ehe wrote— really  the etory o f V ille tte  in a milder and 
laes convincing form.

Teli o f ViBİt to Haworth on Auguet 2 0 , 1 9 5 6 .

Picturee—Places and People

OoncIUBion:

But when a l i  is  said and done, what İ8 truly moving about this 

Haworth faniily ie  it s  nob lity . They faced immenBe d i f f ic u lt ie e . They över- 

cam© with courage, poverty, obecurity and ill-h ea lth . They ineioted on 

freedom for  the enjoyraent o f in te llectu a l things, They endured the imınense 

labor o f  literary  creation with scant encouragement or none at a l i .  They Bawto
l i f e  and were not afraid o f i t .  They faced death early and with incoraparable 

fortitu de. And yet, they were bo much a liv e , that even to-day,| more than
yV v vv   ̂ Vı,

eight)^ yearB after the dea laet one died, theıar paroonage İ b fu l l  o f their 

unconquerabl© personalitieB,

The Colicge Club 
March 26,19^8.
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