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^  t * - - .  te

ncu*^ ı * > ^ ? s  <r
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foOS«VvAÂ «iAA<'V{ «̂>7 ffTlXjLA 1̂  ■«'<»■.C »V̂ g.<«ı4»i»

O t > U j ç ^  t , ^  -

t y  a  C - f t A j (7  . ı a - # ı  c ı  « r M . « t r & > . . « i d f  v t v X f >  A a n

<57 } i k a * ^ ? C > U » C L ^  » m  t g < |  ,  ^ h r »? «v »n e i*  A v ^ U ’V V V  f  & > w «

imaa )« j AaaA^ t̂ vA»̂ -7 ♦r C#  ̂ (X KAî k««ı«̂ UA] Uca
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/2i ^ - 9*_*_̂ >0uKik j/-Ch» İ̂ EL̂ hV̂ lvĥ  fW|CAı-̂ <jt-*0 # Trv*̂ 7-A!*-*| İ^X*-< 

fTi-ı<AAiV̂ MV-)̂  #-ılSfV̂ Avr̂  . 4^ , C.#ih;4a.#-K' ' iuuca/!<€<»<c.4»<C, ..
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B rie f Autobiography

Eve lin e  Thomson Scott

I  was born on Septernber 24tĥ .̂ in* Rumeli Hisar, a suburb of Con- 
stantinople on the Bosphorus. I  wps christened Eveline Agnes, a fte r
a grandmother and my fa th e r ’ s s is te r . 
and my mother vvas O liv ia  Anne Seager,

Ivıy fa th er vvas Alexander Thomson

İn the neighboring suburb of Bebek there v\'ps a flou rish in g  colony 
of English people..some ten or f i f t e e n  fam ilies  and i t  vvas there that 
ffly parents met. Buring and a fte r  the Crimean War, a number of English 
famip;ies est—ablished themselves in Turkey, becoming, f  or the most p a rt, 
merchants and agentt fo r  firm s in England. On the A s ia tic  shore in 
Moda, there vvas another English settlement mlth i t s  ov'.n chapel, cricket 
f i e ld ,  tennis courts and club, very rauch lik e  the in Bebek.

My paternal grandfather, Alexander Thomson, (the same name as my 
fa th er ) vvas Scotch, born in İnve^liething near Edinburgh. He had oome 
out to Turkey as a naval engineer, employed by the Turkish government. 
Unfortunately he diOd early , v/hen my fa th er vvas only nine, but the rest 
o f the fam ily stayed on in Turkey; one of his s is te rs  married, tvv-o be- 

carne governesses, and his brother liv ed  fo r  years in Smyrna (İzm ir ).
My fa th er graduated frorn Robe-1 College and went int o the firm  of my 
gfandfther Seager.

My maternal grandfather, John Seage- , vvas born in Poole, Dorset, 
ĉ rne out t  o Turkey as a lad with his fa th er, wHo was a sea captain.
This grandfather, as a very young man, set uj) a canteen fo r  the B ritish  
so ld iers  who were being taken çare of by Florence N ightingale, dıoring 
the Crimean War, v̂ 'hen she establishe.d. her f  arnous hosp ita l in  Scutari 
on the A s ia tic  shore o f the Bosphorus.

İn the early  n iı^ ie s , i t  becarne the custom fo r  some of the young 
Englishmen in Bebek to leave Turkey, v\hich they considered backvvard, 
and estab lish  themselves in another country. Tv.o of my mother’ s 
brothers went to  Califonn ia and liv ed  there the re s t  of th e ir  l iv e s .
Tvjo of her cousins went to the New World, one to New York and the 
other to  Mexico C ity . Several young men se ttied  in England. IVjy 
fa th er, vlıo v^as connectt>:i in business with my grandfather Seager, also 
vvanted to leave Turkey. At that lime two o f the American m inisters (pre^ 
ambas'-^adors) to  Turkey, were Oregonians and they spoke h igh ly of 
opport'in ities in Oregon. With vdiat nov̂ f seems to me the utmost na 'ı^ ite 
my fa th er and mother, aged. resp ec tiv e ly  3  ̂ and 2 7 , uprooted themselves 
frorn Turkey and set out in  1892 fo r  P.ortland, Oregon. By th is  time 
they had a second ch ild , G-ladys Maŷ  born in 1891.

A li my early  memories are of l i f e  in Portland, as i  v\-as only three 
years old when I  vvent there. My parents, v\iıo had led a rather easy 
l i f e  in  Torkey, vvith several' servants, fonnd the nev\' vvorld rauch more 
d i f f i c u l t  then they ex.pected, in  the fa r  v/est.' -^hey v\'ere very B ritish  
and f e l t  a liens in th e ir  new surroundinrrs. f- th e r ,  in  the course
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