
LEYLA and IVIAJNUN
(An ancient love legend as told in a long 
narrative poem by FUZULİ,a Turkish poet 

who lived in the XVI^^C.)

T.FYT.A and KAYS fell in love at a tender age in school.
Their love was no secret and LEYLA*s mother intervened,took her 
daughter from school and kept her away from her lover...Meanwhile 
the unfortunate KAYS,crazed with suffering,wandered to the desert, 
where,lost in soul and spirit,he became MAJNUN,meaning demented.
PTis father thought he would put an end to ali misery by a'Sking for 
LEYLA*s hand on behalf of his son.LEYLA*s parents refused to give 
permissioniafter ali the suitor had the reputation of beeing insane.

MAJNUN is left without hope or much of anything else.
He nurses his pain and comes to cherish it as the truest value in the 
world.He goes about wandering,befriending birds and other animals.
The ’legend of the crossed lovers is heard far and wide,a warrior of 
reknown set out to abduct LEYLA to bring her to MAJNUN.Ali such attempts 
are thwarted by MAJNUN himself his suffering is dearer to him than 
his life. LEYLA*S parents are determined to free her from her infa- 
tuation.They marry her off to IBNI SELAM.

LEYLA İs desperate.She manages,on her wedding night,to 
hold heg wretched husband at bay by spinning an elaborate tale of 
ma£«İ^r,d witchery,The marriage is never consumated .Frustrated love 
causes the demişe of the forlorn husband.LEYLA is at last free to join 
MAJNUN.Her lover doesn*t recognize her.Heis in the throes of a purely 
spiritual love dissociated from the material world.Broken hearted,
LEYLA soon dies.The news of her death reach MAJNUN in his 
galvanized înto action.rushes to her graveside and prays the to take 
his own life as well.His wish is promptly granted and the two lovers 
are united in heaven.
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This poem sounds like püre music specially when it renders MAJNUN*s 
feelings during the transformation of his worldly love into a lyrical 
and mystical one.
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| / V V v < ^

' M a ^ Î Î

y1

■ ^

it̂ 'dr £y «-* 6
yCiyxAŷ ' C â j

)/ti'

Ç<A>V Cl,X<-*.̂-ı k
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 ̂ <3--'‘̂ i ^ '  J t^ it,.Â ^  ) 0 Ç'̂ &~’> '-i0 Â ^ 'f t iİ^ ^  if^ h s J ' C ^  , ^ \J U L fıy f ' l̂ 'Jı J a --

~ l~ l\y ty j ^  tl^ ^ <  ' ^ V C ^  4c ^ tc n r< ^

rtr»N  - lA/iĵyh fi. < T A
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