
Thp. Prescoes o f  tlıe? Parftc'clesion.

. At- the ' time of t>7r it in 5" thic grıılde it' ic ira-noî>Gİble -to ,■•. 
Dresent'more thari a Bummary outliri/'e of  ̂the^Tork boing done' by .̂ 
the Bj^zantine Tnstitute on tbe frescoes that adorh fbe side^ 
chı̂ jrch at Kari.eh' Cami... 7/ork „waG' begun in removing, the covering 
of nainto and wTiite’’i'ashf'ş. that hav.e oo obscured these naintings 
ao' to 'maha them aİm'ost.t̂ nlaıown >5orhs of. art, The cleaning 
of the frescoes began in, l? ’5^ İn the'a-n'se at the eaJitern- end 
,of. the.cha'pel. At preo’ent^^:rrlting:'the entire apse is  almost 
coırmleted. '• ' ' ■,

■■'In the conche 
the Ahagtasis orj 
L5 mb"o,'în

o f  the apse^a magnifiçent representati.o.n o f  , 
as i t  i s  sometimes c a i le d ,  The Descent into  

the çenter o f  the composition is  one o f  the most im- 
pressİYe portrayhls  of. Ghrist,^ clad e n t i r e ly  in white garments 
and surrounde'd by a t r i r l e  mandorla in shades o f  l lg h t  blue 
studded YTİth s tars ,  He-. i s , shown in the act o f  r a is in g  Adam ( i 'e f t )  
and. Tire ( r i g h t ) f  rom, th'* dead. ■ Behlnd Adam' stands John the 
Banti s t , : the Forernnner, whije  further  to the l e f t  are a group 
e f  Kibgs o f  whom only  Bavid and Solomon are i d e n t i f i a b l e ,  To the' 
l e f t .  o f  the'Kings stands a groun o f  the BighteouüS. Ophosite them, 
to the r igh t  o f  Eve, are shown Abel, in a robc o f  .green carrying 
h is  shenherd’ s croolc, and s ix  others o f  the n ighteous,  Beneath 
the f e e t  o f  Ghrist are the shattered gates o f  HeH'and the 
manacled f igü re  o f  Hades, or Death, who.has been conpPered.
The scene i s  set amidst a rocky, deso la te ,  and barren background 
vhich renresents the, lo'rrer Torld ’rhere'Iîades had held the. 
Bighteous cantive u n t i l  G h r is t ’ s coming, This scene, unlike others 
in Tfesterh art that shbw'the actual re ssu rrec t ion  .of G h r i s t , - i s  
the t r a d i t i o n a lh m y  in w?ıich the Sastern Orthodox a r t i s t s  re -  - 
nresented the Ressurrect ion ,  or the Easter s tory ,

In a medallion at the tep o f  the arch immediately in f ron t  o f  
th is  scene i s  renresented the bust' o f  the Archangel khcbael .  At 
the t\TO sides  e f  the same arch are nresentec tw© 36BHJW* o f  
G hr is t ’ s m ira f les  f f  r e su r re c t io n .  The scene at the l e f t ,  rather 
hadly damaged, g ives  us t h e m i r a c l e  o f  the Raising o f  the Son o f  
the 'Yidow o f  "rain ’Trhile at the r ig h t ,  İn exc,ellent State of  
nreservat ion ,  i s  the Raising of  the Baughter o f  Ja irus.

V/Tıile these nalntings.  are ca l led  Rrescoes ,  they ^rere not 
ex'*cu’ted İn true f r e s c o  techniqne, tliat i s ,  nainted on wet n la ster  
Inst.ead, they 'Tere nainted on a dry wall in the medlum kno r̂n as 
casc in .  T^chnica lly ,  as ’Te.ll as a r t i s t i c a l l y ,  these f r e s co e s  
are o f  e x ce l le n t  o u a l i t y  and admirably f i i l  the gap in o\ır. 
kno^ledge o f  the art  o f  wall nainting in ancient Constant inonle  
where almost no f r e s c o  nalnt ings  lıave survived.

There ar> many in d ica t lo n s  that t end to nrove that t;ıese 
fpescoes  were done by the same v^rk-shon that executed the great 
mesaice in the same chıırch, TİTat is  to say, they were done 
at th^ coım-and o f  Theodore P e to c h i t c s ,  th-  ̂ great natron of the 
monustery o f  the Ghora, in the ear ly  years of  th.e l ' îth çentnry.
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*—- îli*-

‘  •^^A p  ^ \

'V

I
f ̂ \s

C<oy^-*9'̂ .!̂ . 2T^0[î - û<'.o 2



'■̂ (?“  t4L> ^
^  V ^ . -

—-  *•» » _

--i-W ’

e

V

■ V " ' -  ■ „ ' ' ' ^ ^  
- - - ' • - ^ _ _ _ _ _ _ -

]
*\ 

> •





n_»f y   ̂ ■ 'i «
.A'

A

e>

.. ^

X " -

.)



 ̂  ̂y
'̂  Vr^t-rV

\

asU>̂ \
^  ^  J . - --- -

 ̂ A-i,- -
y

. \ ,

/

‘e^u-

; a •-» ^ \'<
■ -H»*-» • ^  X" -jf

•jj/

.>jT

A

s*\ylx£js.̂
-V , '-'^y

-  \

-<

- \ 
■~ o 

T.

"* V  

A

- W

'; ôu.)
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T C.*>' f\*' ^

■ * • s - A A ‘ <?.Lr— 'jj
.  > . - ^  ı-^- ■ î j  .  .  .

>u- ■ ifTXAî^K72^'r7^''':~'''.....■■■' -.  ..'"A '-^

-̂aL \a  ̂ ,v  f '
■*̂  * A**

' V - .
'yr o i iJ> »,

. > V  , "■ '■'~^\' ■«'-'Ut-i.^ _  ;■\ * - : « j I ; / * *• ‘ v7 ' « J
' u â « u  1 1 .  ^ 1 1 »■"■ ^/>V,

^ Lİ̂  a  f  f  t . ■'» o * /  /  '
• » •  r^»î* i l , :  , . .  ^ - i  '-*1».' ,

-  ^ ’ l. :

iV

r» J >y

r..

A -i r

>•, ■:

■ A ;

t

T ^



-» ^  I «M^—'  ^ '*  V\-«_r— J* Oj *  ̂* ĵ

V .  ̂1-tr

tr* '

,  yfv— i-

X
• -* ,A-*->

2 . t ^  . t . t. .  j v . _ ı  , _ J ^ .  ;Jı^
t r ^  .'^J ,^ ' -i, J:* --»“  ̂-» 0*— ,  ■•

• J O* • .
Ui,

V <  ^  O. V .  

ü i

<-̂ vr  ̂ *21 j .

-İr-»  ̂̂  t-* / >-> O ’

■j^

U* f t i r )

•'->^' ‘ 'V  * -  '--^
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