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ABSTRACT
Defending Nature: A Comparative Analysis of the Cerattepe and

Kirazli Anti-Mining Environmental Movements

In the last decade, the number of environmental movements that emerged in
opposition to the mining projects increased dramatically following the rising pressure
of the government, the amendments regarding the mining laws and legislation, and
the designation of the new mining areas throughout Turkey. Many of these
movements have been organized through similar mobilization strategies like the vigil
protests to defend the area; yet, these strategies have substantially changed the ways
in which the local actors communicate and ally with each other to sustain the
movement. To analyze the organization and mobilization strategies of environmental
movements in Turkey, | compare the Cerattepe (Artvin) anti-mining movement with
the Kirazli (Canakkale) anti-mining environmental movement and question different
understandings of environmentalism, its effects on the organization of environmental
movements, and the ways in which the local inhabitants are able to forge alliances or
not. | argue that when the local actors create a place-based struggle as a part of the
organization of an environmental movement it is more likely to sustain grassroots
activism through a common ground and diverse alliance like the Cerattepe case.
Additionally, the geographical position of the Canakkale is conducive for the
emergence of a new environmentalist group in the province leading to a conflict
among different groups of inhabitants. This is why, they could not create a collective
identity for a sustainable environmental movement. | name this new environmentalist

group as “environmentalism of the urbanite”.



OZET
Dogay1 Savunmak: Cerattepe ve Kirazli Maden Karsiti

Cevre Miicadelelerinin Karsilagstirmali Bir Analizi

Son yillarda, madencilik kanununda yapilan degisiklikler, genisleyen maden alanlari,
artan hiikiimet baskilariyla beraber Tiirkiye’de ¢ok sayida maden karsit1 gevre
miicadelesi yiikselmeye basladi. Bu miicadeleler benzer eylemlilik yontemleriyle
maden projelerini protesto etmelerine ragmen farkli yerlerdeki ¢evre
miicadelelerindeki mobilizasyon stratejileri yerel aktorlerin kendi aralarinda
miicadeleyi devam ettirmek tizere kurduklari iliskileri etkiliyor. Tiirkiye’deki ¢evre
miicadelelerinin organizasyon ve mobilizasyon stratejilerini analiz etmek amaciyla
Cerattepe ve Kirazli maden karsit1 miicadelelerini karsilagtirmali olarak ele aldim. Bu
karsilastirmali analizde farkli ¢evrecilik anlayislarina, ¢evrecilik anlayisinin
miicadelenin organizasyonu tizerindeki etkisine ve farkli yerel aktorlerin birbirleriyle
kurduklar1 veya kuramadiklari iliskilere odaklandim. Bu karsilastirma sonucunda
Cerattepe maden karsit1 miicadelesinde oldugu gibi yerel aktorlerin yer temelli bir
miicadele gelistirdigi durumlarda farkli aktorlerin birbirleriyle daha giiglii baglar
kurarak tabandan yiikselen bir aktivizmi uzun siire devam ettirebildiklerini ortaya
koyuyorum. Bunun yani sira Canakkale’nin cograti konumun Kirazli ¢evre
miicadelesinde kentli ¢cevreciler olarak tanimladigim yeni bir ¢evreci grubun ortaya
ctkmasina olanak sagladigini ortaya koyuyorum. Bu ¢evreci grubun Canakkale’de
yasayan aktorlerle ortak bir kimlik yaratamamasinin ¢evre miicadelesinin

stirdiirtilebilirligi tizerinde 6nemli etkileri oldugunu gostermeye ¢alistyorum.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

In the past, my typical days were spent working in the office. Nowadays, my
days depend on the state of the proposed projects, which would lead to
environmental degradation. It is not very planned. We sometimes plan ahead,;
we sometimes plan our lives accordingly. For example, there are mining
tenders nowadays. So, we try to map the proposed mining areas as soon as
possible and organize meetings accordingly. Otherwise, someone from the
surrounding villages is looking a support for the resistance against the
hydroelectric power plant project. Then, we immediately communicate with
the press and then go to that village. Of course, our range of action is more
limited due to the pandemic. Yet, we should follow the state of mining
operations in Cerattepe. Now, we are trying to curb ecological and
environmental disasters. (Interview 1) (see Appendix D, 8)
By miserably looking from her balcony to Cerattepe (Artvin), a region where copper
mining has been extracted since 2017, she, one of my interviewees, mentions how a
continuing environmental movement in her city, Artvin, the Northeastern province of
Turkey, has been shaping her daily life for over two decades. She feels hopeless for
its success and the future of her city due to the copper mining activity in Cerattepe,
planned mining projects, and the fierce governmental policies regulating mining
areas in the country. However, despite her hopelessness, she implicitly emphasizes
that the city inhabitants must continue to protest mining projects to inhibit more
ecological destruction and defend their space. Because mining issue, a critical
component for the spatial and social relations in the city, leads the inhabitants to feel
despair, resist, and eventually transform their city into a social movement space, her
narrative about environmental issues seems significant to understand how
environmental movements are differently sustained through diverse actors under an

umbrella organization. In this respect, I maintain that the Cerattepe environmental

movement is a successful case in terms of organization through bringing diverse



actors together under the Green Artvin Association® (Yegil Artvin Dernegi in
Turkish) for several years.

In those days I conducted my fieldwork in Artvin on August 2020, the law
enforcement forces were trying to violently suppress the vigil protest of
environmental activists in Balabanli Hill located in Kirazli (Canakkale) village of
Canakkale, the Northwestern province of Turkey. These environmental activists were
those who have migrated to Canakkale in recent years. When environmental protests
were staged in Balabanli Hill in August 2019, they actively participated in
mobilization and kept a vigil to inhibit the corporation’s activities. In contrast to the
Cerattepe case, in the Canakkale province, the community members failed to be
organized under an umbrella organization and to reach a common ground against the
mining threat. Different groups were organized and allied with the actors from other
cities depending on their own interests, politics, and values. Therefore, it is a curious
task to study why the inhabitants of Canakkale could not succeed in building up
strong alliances while defending their livelihood against the mining project.

Following the global trend towards the boom in resource extraction, since the
end of the 1980s, Turkey has entered a new phase of mining expansion through the
extraction activities of multinational private corporations. Bergama environmental
movement becomes a symbol of environmental justice movements of Turkey in
alliance with diverse actors, including national and international civil society
organizations, environmental organizations, local inhabitants, peasants, Green Party

(Yesiller Partisi in Turkish), and local organizations (Coban, 2004; Ozen, 2009;

L1t is a local environmental organization established in 1995 when the anti-mining struggles emerged
against the Canadian company, Inmet Mining. Since then, this environmental organization has been
playing a crucial role in the organization and mobilization of environmental movement, creating
alliances with the villages of the Artvin province to solve environmental problems, and forging
alliances with political parties and civil society organization at the national scale to cede the Cerattepe
mining operation. Retrieved from: http://yesilartvindernegi.org



http://yesilartvindernegi.org/

Cimrin Kokalan, 2015). It locally begins as a struggle between the Eurogold
company from France and Canadian multinational mining companies and those who
defend their livelihoods. After the rise of Bergama environmental movement, those
who organize anti-mining struggle created solidarity with local inhabitants of Usak to
stop the Kisladag (Usak)? cyanide mining project in late 1990s and early 2000s.
Since then, the numbers of local environmental protests have been dramatically
increasing in Turkey against neoliberal agenda and development paradigm, and
different local struggles try to create solidarities with each other to protest
environmental policies of the current government.

In recent years, Cerattepe and Kirazli cases have become popular through
adapting the same mobilization strategies. However, the actors in both movements
have been differently organized. This is why, the research on these cases seems
significant to identify the characteristics and transformation of environmental
movements in the current political atmosphere of Turkey. To analyze the
organization and mobilization strategies of environmental movements that has
dramatically increased in Turkey, | compare the Cerattepe anti-mining movement
with the Kirazli anti-mining environmental movement and question different
understandings of environmentalism, its effects on the organization of environmental
movements, and the ways in which the local inhabitants are able to forge alliances or
not. How do the local actors or inhabitants create an environmental movement to
defend their livelihood and space under an umbrella organization? Why could not

diverse actors create a collective identity and come together to sustain an

2 Kisladag is declared as mining site in 1997 for the mining activities of TUPRAG company from
Turkey and Eldorado company from Canada (Ozen & Ozen, 2014).



environmental movement against common threats including ecological destruction,
human rights violations, health issues, and water, soil, and air contamination?

The comparison between Cerattepe and Kirazli movements demonstrates that
the Artvin community had the capacity to act together to defend their livelihood and
to resist the law-enforcement officers who violently suppressed the vigil protest in
Cerattepe region. | argue that the active presence of a local environmental
organization called YAD which locals identify as a supra-political body, contributes
to the continuity of an environmental movement through the establishment of a
common ground among the inhabitants of Artvin. Bearing the Cerattepe example in
mind, | assert that the strong alliances forged firstly among the local community
members play a decisive role for further alliances with and in other alliances
including but not limited to environmentalists, civil society organizations, and
activists at the national scale. The alliances, however, prioritizing environmental
organizations, activists, and environmentalists at the national scale are less likely to
engender environmental justice movements. Kirazli anti-mining movement is
exemplary of an ecological conflict in which local inhabitants could not act together
due to exclusionary decision-making mechanisms leading to a collective action
problem.

There are other factors such as local differences, which we need to analyze to
have a better understanding about the sustainability of environmental movements as
well as the alliances among diverse actors and organizations. Place is an important
element to study geographical, historical, and cultural differences, and their effects
on the organization of local resistances (Escobar, 2008). 1 argue that when the local
actors create a place-based struggle as a part of the organization of an environmental

movement it is more likely to sustain grassroots activism through a common ground



and diverse alliances. The Cerattepe case fits this category well. The counterexample
is the Kirazli environmental movement. The geographical position of the Canakkale
is conducive for the emergence of a new environmentalist group in the province
leading to a conflict among different groups of inhabitants. This is why, they could
not create a collective identity for a sustainable environmental movement. | name
this new environmentalist group as “environmentalism of the urbanite”, which is
significantly different from what Martinez-Alier (2002) defines as
“environmentalism of the poor”. Because of the conflicting approaches to
environmentalism in the Canakkale province, Kirazli ecological conflict could not be
sustained by the local actors.

Thus, in this part of the chapter, I aim to give a brief account about the history
of environmentalism and ecological struggles in Turkey to explain how the number
of environmental movements have significantly increased in the last decade. Then, I
briefly historicize the emergence of Cerattepe and Kirazli anti-mining environmental

movements. Lastly, | explain the methodology | have used to conduct such research.

1.1 A brief history of environmentalism and ecological struggles in Turkey

In Turkey, until the 1980s, environmental politics and ecological issues have not
occupied dominantly the political agenda of Turkish politics and social movements.
From the early days of the Republic to the 1980s, state-led environmental policies
were developed to protect the environment and beautify nature through the
foundation of semi-governmental civil society associations. The military coup on
September 12th, 1980 was a critical juncture in the state’s environmental and
economic policies due to the neoliberal agenda and, accordingly, the amendments

made in the legislation to meet the demands of the new economic framework.



Amidst the political suppression of every kind in Turkey following the military coup,
environmental activism started to emerge as a new kind of politics for many groups
and local communities who defend their livelihood against unequal distribution of
economic benefits and environmental risks. In this context, state-led policies
implemented that environmental activism was not a matter of politics, and
professionalized civil society organizations adopted policies that depoliticize their
environmental activities. As a result, | argue that the military coup of 1980 and the
succeeding political atmosphere were a breaking point both for the policies of the
state, and the environmental activism in Turkey.

The path leading the country towards this breaking point offers a telling
story. After the United Nations Environmental Conference in 1972, environmental
protection and sustainable development has become universally popular issues
posing the guestions about who would protect the environment and whether the state
or the market would be responsible for the protection (Adem, 2005; Coban, Ozliier,
Erensii, Akdemir, & Ustiin, 2015). These debates had an impact on the Turkish state
in the 1980s because they opened up new channels for interaction with international
actors through environmental non-governmental organizations. These interactions
brought forth new policies supporting the actions of the economic market for
environmental protection coupled with modernization and development (Adaman &
Arsel, 2005). Hence, the state and semi-governmental environmental NGOs linked
environmentalism to development issues to integrate the state into the global
economy (Aydin, 2005, p.64).

Not surprisingly, the suppression during and following the military coup on
September 12! 1980 led to the curious rise of ecological struggles especially because

many environmental organizations started to call their activities non-political



(Erensii, Turhan, Ozliier, & Giindogan, 2016). Yet, the lobbying activities of these
organizations were crucial for the introduction of the well-known Environmental
Law of the 1982 Constitution (Erensii et al., 2016). 3 Also, in the 1990s, these
environmental NGOs were professionalized with highly specialized environmental
expertise, backed up by well-organized communication, fund-raising, and research
activities thanks to the support of the international organizations (Aydin, 2005, p.78;
Erensii et. al., 2016). As a result, | claim that environmentalism has become a kind of
professional work for protecting the environment* rather than a field of activism in
Turkey.

The post-coup consensus between the state and the capital led to the
neoliberal reforms in 1982. The state adopted economic policies that would more
rapidly commodify nature than ever (Coban, Ozliier, & Erensii, 2015). What is more
important for the environmental movements, however, were amendments of the laws
that organize land use in the countryside to expand the extraction industry. In 1985,
the amendment to Mining Law No0.3213 was a turning point for the environment and
economics of Turkey granting the international private corporations the right to get
mining licenses for their projects (Arsel, 2013; Erensii, 2020). A wave of projects
pursued: Bergama (izmir) cyanide-mining project in the early 1990s, Cerattepe
(Artvin) cyanide-mining project in the early 1990s, and Kisladag cyanide-mining

project in the late 1990s and early 2000s.

3 Turkey Environmental Foundation established in 1978 (Tiirkiye Cevre Vakfi in Turkish) was the
most crucial civil society organization during the lobbying activities for the introduction of
Environmental Law in the 1982 constitution (Erensii et. al., 2016).

4 Industry-led environmental protection became popular. Environmental Protection and Packaging
Waste Recovery and Recycling Trust (Cevre Koruma ve Ambalaj Atiklarint Degerlendirme Vakfi in
Turkish) and Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and for Protection of
Natural Habitats (Tuirkiye Erozyonla Miicadele, Aga¢landirma ve Dogal Varliklari Koruma Vakfi in
Turkish) aimed to lobby with the state (Erensi, et. al., 2016) and integrate daily business practices
with conservatist themes (Adem, 2005, p.78).



In 2004, the state substantially revised the Mining Law No0.3213 to expand
further the mining activity fields that the private corporations operate (Erensii, 2020).
At the same time, the amendment to Law No0.5177 allowed the legally protected
natural areas to be run for mining (Coban, 2018). Coban et al. (2015) argue that the
state enacted legal and institutional re-regulation to achieve de-regulation through
constitutional changes in Turkey to facilitate the expansion of the market without
considering environmental burdens and risks. Relatedly, especially in the 2000s,
lands, forests, pastures, and coasts belonging to the state’s treasury have rapidly
become commodified for market investment, and construction projects, industrial
agriculture, mining activities, and energy projects that caused/will cause various sorts
of ecological destruction all around the country (Coban et al., 2015).

The expansion of a neoliberal market economy in Turkey has aggravated the
environmental problems, and thus, opened up space for civic interventions and
resistance against the hazardous impacts of the neoliberal expansion of economy
(Aydin, 2005, p.55). Coban et al. (2015) focus on the concept of neoliberalism from
below to address the roles in which civil society organizations played in
environmental protests. On the one hand, civil society actors replaced the role of the
state in shaping environmental policies against ecological destruction caused by
mushrooming neoliberal actors and policies all around the country. On the other
hand, many civil society organizations mobilizing to impede ecological destruction
in alliance with the local communities were limited in capacity to confront the
neoliberal market relations. Nevertheless, | argue that civil society organizations
substantially contributed to the mobilization of local communities in these ecological
struggles and created alliances with them against environmental degradation. The

results of this contribution were yet to come.



Since the late 1980s and early 1990s, this contribution revealed itself in the
increasing organizational capacity of local inhabitants to defend their livelihood in
alliance with actors from different levels. Some environmental movements in the
aftermath of the 1980s benefited from the pre-1980 era’s organizational strategies
and were more likely to ally with socialist and leftist groups and the Green Party
(Adem, 2005; Erensii et al., 2016). Thus, it is possible to assert that after the rapid
depoliticization following the military coup ecological struggles opened up a new
field of activism as environmentalism of malcontent and replaced the role of severely
suppressed leftist and socialist groups in a sense (Adaman, Arsel, & Akbulut, 2015).

In recent years, ecological struggles have been more rapidly emerging all
around the country as the state expands the extraction industry by deregulating the
related laws. Since the 2010s, the extraction industry has become a vital factor
reshaping environmental policies during the Justice and Development Party (Adalet
ve Kalkinma Partisi in Turkish) (AKP) period through centralized government’s
authority and decisions over land use (Coban, 2018). During this era, the centralized
decisions about land use, especially in the countryside, have been taken without the
participation of the local actors in the decision-making processes. The lack of
participation was one of the other motives contributing to the increasing
environmental activism in Turkey.

In 2013, the rise of the Gezi movement was a milestone for the public
opposition against ecological destruction, neoliberal policies, and undemocratic
decision-making mechanisms of the government. After the Gezi movement,
ecological struggles and environmental issues have become more visible and
embraced by a wide variety of groups. Yet, in this process, although anti-

developmentalism and anti-capitalism discourses became more apparent than ever



for ecological struggles of Turkey, these views failed in terms of manifesting
themselves through organized, consistent, and democratic policies (Erensii et al.,
2016). According to Erensii et al. (2016), the critical reason for such a failure is the
emphasis on the non-political character of the environmental demands since it creates
a shortcut demonstrating environmental degradation, and thus, the struggles as
something limited to the boundaries of the regional and/or local by overlooking the
economic and political nature of the ecological destruction. Hence, it is quite
important to understand how local ecological struggles in different regions of Turkey
build up alliances at national scale against environmental degradation through
establishing a common ground and uncovering political and economic relations
paving the way for ecological issues (Aksu, 2019).>

In Turkey, despite the rapid rise of environmental movements all around the
country, particularly after the 2010s, only a few managed to sustain grassroots
environmental activism, while many environmental movements were either dissolved
by their own local community or continued through other actors like civil society
initiatives. In terms of environmental justice success, the important elements are the
ways in which different actors create a collective identity around a shared problem,
the continuity of the movement with alliances among the actors, and the ways in
which the actors democratically decide on organization and mobilization. Also, |
maintain that when diverse actors come together across the fierce oppression of

police forces in their environmental movement, their movement is likely to be

5> Ecology Union (Ekoloji Birligi in Turkish) is an umbrella environmental organization that brings
together 54 local organizations and platforms defending their livelihoods, ecology, environment, and
nature. It was established in Eskisehir (Turkey) in 2018 to enable the collaborations among local
movements to expand ecological movements and environmental politics in Turkey. Retrieved from:
https://ekolojibirligi.org. | argue that even if its attempts to create networks among diverse actors are
valuable, it seems questionable whether or not this organization could create strong networks at
national scale. | think that we could realize the achievement/failure of this organization in the long
run.

10
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successful in terms of organization. In this context, to understand the reasons for the
failure of grassroots activism and founding alliances among diverse actors, it is
critical to comparatively study the environmental movements of Turkey. Thus, |
argue that we need to fully analyze the ways in which local communities may be able
to sustain their grassroots activism through strong alliances at a local scale because
these alliances among community members contribute to creating networks with
other environmental organizations and diverse actors at national and international

scales.

1.2 History of the case studies: Cerattepe (Artvin) and Kirazli (Canakkale)
environmental movements

The Cerattepe anti-mining environmental movement has been continuing over two
decades in Artvin while significantly shaping the daily lives of local communities
and the relationships among them. On the contrary, in Kirazli, the anti-mining
environmental movement occurred from grassroots activism in Canakkale but
quickly attracted the attention of many actors in other cities of Turkey in August
2019. Although this anti-mining movement has been active with protests for more
than in Balabanli Hill (Canakkale) together with an alliance including various
environmental organizations, environmentalists, ecologists, and NGOs, grassroots
activism could not be maintained because of the disagreements among the local
community.

In Artvin, in 1989, Cominco Inc. from Canada acquired mining licenses from
the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources for a cyanide-gold mining project. In
1995, local inhabitants founded YAD in alliance with the academics and the istanbul

Artvin Service Association (Istanbul Artvinliler Hizmet Vakfi in Turkish). YAD
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created a conducive atmosphere to bring the whole community together against the
mining project. In 2002, Cominco Inc. stopped the project but transferred its licenses
to another Canadian company, Inmet Mining®. In 2008, the Rize Administrative
Court canceled the mining license of the company, leading to a prominent success
for the community for the goal of environmental justice.”® In 2011, the Ministry of
Energy and Natural Resources announced that within the scope of the new mining
law®, they were going to contract out 1343 mining sites in Turkey including
Cerattepe and Genya Mounts in Artvin. In 2012, Eti Bakir corporation, a subsidiary
company of Cengiz Holding'®, received mining license. This triggered a new period
of legal action and a vigil protest. Yet, in February 2016, the law enforcement
officers violently crushed the vigil while prohibiting anyone who came to the city to
support the protests. After the July 15" coup attempt in Turkey, the copper mining

operation started. Taking advantage of the coup-related state of emergency practices,

6 1t was founded in 1987 in Toronto, Canada. The company had a copper mining operation in Cayeli
(Rize), Turkey, as well. Retrieved from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inmet_Mining

" In the beginning of 2009, the Relevant Department of the Council of State approved the nullity of
the license on the grounds that “the areas with the mining license are within the national park and
touristic areas, the mining operation would not provide any substantial benefit to the country’s
economy, the unique natural beauties and the creatures would be harmed, Artvin is essentially on an
area where the risk of landslide is high, there are active landslide areas, many scientific reports can be
found asserting this risk, the mining activities in the area would also have adverse effects on the flora
and fauna, the activity is within the scope of Environmental Impact Assessment directive as of the
date the license was granted, the licensing was carried out in an illegal way, the EIA favorable report
was not asked and therefore the operating license and all the licenses should be annulled”. With the
request of revision of decision of the relevant company declined, the decision was finalized. Retrieved
from: http://yesilArtvindernegi.org/our-history-of-struggle/

8 In addition to lawsuit, during the second company era, Artvin community sustained its strong
alliances with academics. Kafkas University published a report on the hazard of mining in 2006.
Retrieved from: http://yesilartvindernegi.org/kafkas-universitesi-artvin-orman-fakultesi-cerattepe-
raporu-2006/. At the same time, in 2008, Grand National Assembly of Turkey (TBMM)
Environmental Problems Research Center came to Cerattepe for investigation. After the investigation,
the Research Commission published a report stating that mining should not be carried out in this area.
Retrieved from: <http://yesilartvindernegi.org/our-history-of-struggle/.

® In 2010, mining law that was adopted in 2004 was revised by preserving the essence of 2004
amendment (Erensii, 2020).

101t was founded in 1987 for infrastructure projects, and then it started to construct energy projects
and mining projects in Turkey. Retrieved from: https://www.cengizholding.com.tr/hakkimizda/
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the governor of the city had imposed a ban on any protest for two years.!! In 2017,
YAD filed a lawsuit in the Constitutional Court to stop the environmental injustice
caused by the mining activities, this time, with 708 complainants. For the last two
years, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, street protests have been restricted; yet the
members of YAD continue to monitor the area’s current situation to inform the
community about what has been happening on the top of the city where the mining
activities are ongoing. Also, YAD works hard to create networks with other
environmental movements mushrooming in different regions of the country in
alliance with the umbrella ecological organization, EU, at national scale.

One of these ecological struggles Artvin community relentlessly monitored
and supported is the Kirazli anti-mining environmental movement that emerged in
August 2019. After mass-protests became vocal in Balabanli Hill, YAD went to
Canakkale to support the resistance of the community who protested gold mining
projects in Kirazli through watchkeeping the company’s entrance to the region.
However, the Artvin community emphasized that in Kirazli, the organization
strategies and decision-making processes were completely different from the
Cerattepe environmental movement.*? Therefore, it is considerable to compare the
organization of the Artvin movement with the Kirazli ecological struggle to
understand the conditions that are conducive for the success of grassroots

environmental movements.

11 After a coup was attempted in Turkey in 2016, for two years, the state of emergency has been
declared. In this process, Artvin and other provinces that armed conflict is ongoing between Turkish
military service and PKK are the cities in which protests are banned as a security measure.

12 Tn the Kirazli environmental movement, the different groups organize the vigil protest, and the
people participating in the protest stay in tents at nights whereas in the Cerattepe environmental
movement, the people organize a roster that determines the people who keep vigils weekly. In the
Cerattepe case, the people are not allowed to bring their tents. Rather, they build a shed to keep vigil
together whole night. Additionally, in the Kirazli environmental movement, the different groups
independently decide on their mobilization whereas in the Cerattepe environmental movement, all
decisions were made by Green Artvin Association.
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Similar to Artvin, Mount Ida region is also under threat of the planned mining
projects especially because of the mineral resources. In 2010, Alamos Gold*® bought
the Kirazli cyanide-gold mining project from Teck Resources Ltd. and Frontier
Development Group.* In 2012, the company gained positive environmental impact
assessment (EIA) report. In July 2019, the drone images of the devastated area®® in
Kirazli displayed in social media by Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion,
for Reforestration and for Protection of Natural Habitats leading to vast public
opposition immediately.

The members of the Ida Solidarity Association (Ida Sosyal Yardimlasma ve
Dayansma Dernegi in Turkish), the City Council, and the Canakkale Municipality
established a committee, namely Water and Conscience (Su ve Vicdan Nébeti in
Turkish), to organize a vigil against the proposed project in the area and announced
that all activists and supporters are invited to come with their tents to join the
protests. Hence, the protests rapidly erupted with the participation of diverse actors
from Canakkale province as well as the other cities. After the mass protests against
the proposed mining project in August 2019, the Water and Conscience Committee
decided to move the vigil protest to the city center and abandon the project area in
Balaban Hill. Yet, the others continued to stay in the area until the law-enforcement
violently expelled them from the area in September 2020.

Overall, unlike the Cerattepe anti-mining movement in Artvin, the

environmental struggle did not continue with the alliances of the actors under an

13 Alamos Gold corporation has been in charge of two other proposed mining licenses for the Mount
Ida region, both of which are Ag1 Dag1 and Camyurt projects’ licenses (Hamsici & Tatlici, 2019).
Retrieved from: https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-49245614

14 Kazdaglari Istanbul Dayanismasi. Kazdaglar: kronolojisi. Retrieved from:
https://www.kazdaglariistanbul.org/kaz-daglarinda-kronolojisi/

15 Although EIA report demonstrated that 45.650 trees would be cut, the company cut 195.000 trees.
Retrieved from: https://www.kazdaglariistanbul.org/kaz-daglarinda-kronolojisi/
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umbrella local organization. On the contrary, both movements mobilized diverse
actors through various ways of protests, especially keeping a vigil in the project area.
| argue that the use of the same mobilization strategies has been a significant result of
sharing experiences among distinct local ecological movements for many years. Yet,
even if local ecological conflicts know more about each other by sharing experiences
of resistance with the same mobilization strategies, and trying to create alliances in
this way, it is still questionable how grassroots activism continues by mobilizing the
whole community with a common purpose to defend their living space against the
ecological threats. I think that the Kirazli ecological struggle and Cerattepe
environmental justice movement are two crucial cases for understanding how
different organizational strategies, and historical and geographical differences have
an impact on the emergence as well as the sustainability of grassroots environmental

activism.

1.3 Methodology

In this work, | comparatively study the organizational strategies and forms of
mobilization of the environmental movements in Turkey in order to understand how
an ecological struggle could be maintained through grassroots activism for
environmental justice. To answer this question, | conducted fieldwork research in
both Artvin province and Canakkale, especially focusing on the people who support
the anti-mining environmental movement in their own respective areas. Also, in
Artvin, I managed to have contact with the people who support the copper mining
activity in operation since 2017. Before the copper mining activity started, they
resisted the previous mining project. | interviewed them because | wanted to

understand why they shifted their position regarding the mining projects. During my
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field studies in both regions, | have conducted in-depth interviews, which lasted
between 30 minutes and 2 hours with the people who consented to participate in my
research. In addition to the interviews with the community members, | reviewed
archival material and secondary sources to comprehend the historical backgrounds of
environmental movements and the characteristics of environmentalism in Turkey.

Throughout my interviews, | aimed to appreciate the dynamics that enable the
whole community to organize with strong networks under an umbrella organization
and the dynamics that somehow keep the local community members away from
organizing grassroots activism. In these interviews, by using a semi-structured
interview method, | asked open-ended questions to my interviewees. Thanks to these
interviews, the people could more comfortably answer my questions because our
dialogues were like a conversation about their experiences about the ecological
struggle they experienced. During these interviews, | learned more about their
motivations to support environmental resistance, about their environmental
valuations, and their varying relationships with nature and environment. In this
thesis, | used the names of interviewees anonymously. Yet, in Artvin, some
interviewees felt uncomfortable during interviews because of the traumatic
experiences about the violence during the protests in 2016, so they chose to end the
interview.

In Artvin, | stayed for one month for my fieldwork. During the fieldwork in
August 2020, | interviewed the people from the local community, almost all of whom
are members of YAD. They consisted of shopkeepers, lawyers, journalists, teachers,
teacher union members, academics, local NGO and chamber union representatives,

the members of political parties, students, women, villagers, and the mayor of the
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Artvin province.*® Initially, | interviewed the people who were constantly active in
the resistance against the copper mining project to understand how these people
could continue to organize and mobilize and why they oppose the mining projects in
their place. After I completed my interviews with them, I interviewed those who
abandoned their anti-mining position due to economic reasons after the copper
mining activity started in the Cerattepe region in 2017.

In Canakkale, on the other hand, I conducted interviews with ten people who
were living in the places such as Canakkale province, Bayramig district, Kiigiikkuyu
district, and surrounding villages. Due to the worsening conditions of the pandemic, |
could stay in Canakkale only for a week. In contrast to my experience in the
fieldwork of Artvin, I could not unofficially improve the dialogue with local
community members apart from semi-structured interviews. Also, | could not access
those who support mining projects in the region to interview. The people |
interviewed in Canakkale include the members of the local NGOs, Union of
Chambers of Turkish Engineers and Architects (T%irk Mimarlar ve Miihendisler
Odasi in Turkish), the deputy mayor, the people from the Water and Conscience
Committee, and the inhabitants who migrated from Istanbul to this region. In these
interviews, | aimed to understand why these actors could not achieve an agreement
for the organization and mobilization of Kirazli ecological struggle to maintain the

grassroots activism. That’s why I focused on the different relations these people have

16 | have totally conducted 26 official interviews. However, during my field work in Artvin, | have
developed very close relationship with the community members and could be able to participate in
their daily lives. For example, apart from conducting interviews, | could meet community members to
make conversation, to drink coffee, or to visit natural places of the city. Hence, thanks to these
unofficial conversations with the community members, | could access more information about the
Cerattepe anti-mining environmental movement.
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with nature and environment, the role of the geography, the historical background,
and how migration shapes the characteristics of environmental mobilization.

| also reviewed archival materials to access the history of these environmental
movements and information about lawsuits. During my review, | discovered local
newspapers of Canakkale and Artvin, national newspapers, websites, reports
prepared by TEMA and TMMOB, academic materials, and books about these
movements. The review of archival material also helped me to compensate for the
lacking number of interviews | conducted in Canakkale. For example, in the Mount
Ida region, | could not access the lawyers to learn more about the legal actions, so the
archival material became even more important with regard to the lawsuits and the
current situation of the mining project. However, in Artvin, | could reach the
necessary information through interviewing lawyers and other inhabitants. Moreover,
it is important to say that for the archival research regarding the Cerattepe anti-
mining environmental movement, the book published by Center for Spatial Justice
(Mekanda Adalet Dernegi in Turkish), namely Public Interest Litigation for Spatial
Justice: Cerattepe (2019), provided very useful information about the history of the

anti-mining movement and the legal actions during the whole process.

1.4 Organization of the thesis

In addition to this chapter, this thesis includes five more. In Chapter 2, | will review
the literature on mining conflicts, environmental justice, and social movements.
Firstly, I emphasize that the international trend in the privatization of the mining
sector and deregulation of the mining laws have had substantial impacts on Turkey’s
respective politics. In this sense, mining conflicts popularly emerged all around the

country. Yet, the literature on the new mineral development poorly investigates the
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rise of mining conflicts in different contexts. To analyze the new era of mineral
development, we need to focus on mining conflicts and how the boom in the
extractive sector adversely impacted local communities. | argue that regional
differences'’ play important roles in how local communities create an environmental
movement to struggle against the extractive sector and their planned projects.

Secondly, in the same chapter, | attempt to define ecological distribution
conflicts, environmental justice movements and different approaches to
environmentalism. | maintain that geographical, historical, and cultural differences of
a place are important to comprehend the ways in which ecological conflicts
transform into environmental justice movements through grassroots environmental
activism. Lastly, in Chapter 2, | emphasize the theoretical debates over
environmental justice success.

In Chapter 3, I will focus on the organization and mobilization of the
Cerattepe environmental movement. | try to show how the place has a significant
role in the rise of grassroot environmental activism and the continuity of the
environmental justice movement. Through highlighting the roles of local actors, the
forms of mobilization, and organization strategies, | argue that when local
community members identify themselves with the place where they live and act, it
becomes more likely to create a common ground to sustain the environmental justice
movement through strong alliances among local inhabitants.

In Chapter 4, I debate over why the local inhabitants of the Canakkale
province could not succeed in continuing grassroots environmental activism in the
Kirazli ecological conflict. In the chapter, I identify different approaches to

environmentalism and then argue that because of the geographical location of the

17 While referring to regional difference, | mention different locations, demographical differences, and
distinctive historical and cultural characteristics of different regions in a country.
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Canakkale province, a new group, namely the environmentalism of the urbanite,
emerged in the Kirazli anti-mining movement. Then, | suggest that when local actors
could not organize the movement with horizontal, democratic, and participatory
ways of decision-making, their grassroots activism is bound to fail.

In Chapter 5, I will compare the Cerattepe movement with the Kirazl
movement, asking the question of why the local actors may not be organized under
an umbrella environmental organization, opening up the ways for the failure of the
grassroots activism. To answer this question, | pay attention to the role of place and
how the Artvin community transformed the city into a social movement space
through activism maintained for over two decades. In Chapter 6, | restate my
research question, my findings, and my arguments on this research. Then, | explain
the further research topics and questions that this thesis points out, but could not

answer, to encourage further research about these topics.

20



CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Since the late 1980s and early 1990s, mining conflicts emerged out of unequal
distribution of economic benefits and environmental burdens and risks among
stakeholders in the neoliberalizing economy of Turkey. At the same time, as a
consequence of the military coup in 1980, the depoliticized atmosphere of Turkey led
many groups and protestors to mobilize against ecological destruction as an
emerging field of activism. The Cerattepe mining conflict is a crucial case that has
mobilized the whole community against the cyanide use in gold mining projects
since the early 1990s organized by an umbrella environmental organization with
participatory and democratic decision-making processes for grassroots activism. The
local community in Artvin has constituted an environmental justice movement in
alliance with NGOs, political parties, bar associations, lawyers, and academics at
both national and local levels in the last two decades. Therefore, | argue that
historical background, geographical and cultural characteristics, and local
inhabitants’ approaches to environmentalism, alongside their relations with the
“place they live and act (Escobar, 2008)” are critical elements to analyze the
continuity of grassroots activism in the Cerattepe environmental movement.
However, as Coban et al. (2015) emphasized, in early 2000s, ecological
destruction increased more rapidly due to the state’s declaration of new
mining/energy projects, the amendments to laws facilitating mining activities, and
the exclusion of local actors from decision-making mechanisms. That’s why, various
ecological conflicts occurred all around the country between local actors on one

hand, and the state, and corporations on the other. Kirazli mining conflict is one of
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these ecological struggles in Balabanli Hill in 2019 that was created through the
mobilization of local actors and transformed into an environmental movement in
alliance with multiple actors, not only local but also the ones coming from urban
centers, especially Istanbul. Nevertheless, in the Kirazli mining conflict, grassroots
environmental activism could not achieve a democratic decision-making mechanism
under a local umbrella organization similar to the Cerattepe movement because of
the lack of alliances among actors. In this respect, | ask what makes a difference
between the organization of Cerattepe movement and Kirazli movement.

In this thesis, | focus on two definitions of local ecological struggles to
compare Cerattepe and Kirazli anti-mining movements: ecological distribution
conflicts (Martinez-Alier, 2002; Scheidel et al., 2018) and place-based struggles
(Escobar, 2008). Ecological distribution conflicts refer to the social, spatial, and
inter-temporal patterns of access to the benefits obtained from natural resources and
environment as a life support system (Martinez-Alier, 2002, p.73). They are essential
to constitute a global environmental justice movement against a threat of
environmental degradation and related market relations through creating alliances
among diverse actors worldwide (Martinez-Alier et al., 2016). On the contrary,
place-based struggles are seen as local struggles over culture, territory, and place by
demonstrating the links among environment, culture, body, and economy (Escobar,
2008, p.24). Place is a component that local communities create collective identity
with physical and emotional belonging, livelihood, living space, and life support
systems. According to Escobar (2008), these struggles and the focus on place are
important to neutralize asymmetry arising from giving far too much importance to

the global over past two decades in many fields (p.7).
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Within this framework, | study Cerattepe anti-mining struggle as a place-
based environmental justice movement due to the local actors’ strong emphasis on
their attachment to the place, and to its history, culture, and geography, alongside
their specific connection with the natural environment of the area to underline their
particular motivation to mobilize for justice. The Kirazli case, on the other hand, has
been transformed into an environmental movement with the support of diverse actors
at national and international scales, but the local movements’ relations with other
actors and the organizational strategies they adopted in and around Mount Ida region
and Canakkale province are entirely different from the experience of the local
struggle in Artvin. Hence, the Kirazli case cannot be conceptualized as a place-based
environmental movement arising from grassroots activism.

Following this case-based comparative approach, | attempt to study cultural,
historical, and environmental attachments to a place and the ways in which these
attachments shape the organization of grassroots activism for the understanding of
how local struggles have impact on producing alternative ways of knowledge as a
kind of mobilization through participatory and democratic decision-making. As |
experienced during my field work in Artvin, knowledge production is a crucial way
to transform space by mobilizing whole community, and challenge traditional ways
of knowledge making. In this process, they are questionable how knowledge is
produced by whom; how a person who come the city to support environmental
movement ally with local actors and participate in the organization of mobilization;
what kinds of values are matter by whom; and how locality is defined by different
actors. All questions show the importance of the organization and decision-making
practices in an environmental movement. | argue that it crucial to emphasize the

relations among diverse actors in the creation of environmental movement and their
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approaches to environmentalism, locality, and decision-making processes. In this
thesis, to answer my main questions about the maintenance of grassroots
environmental activism and the relations among diverse actors in Turkey’s context, |
approach the literature on mining conflicts and environmental justice together with

social movement studies.

2.1 Mining conflicts and environmental justice framework

2.1.1 The rise of mining conflicts in a new era of mineral development
Since the 1980s, the global economy has opened a new era of mineral development
characterized by the erosion of legal compliance, the emergence of new actors, and
the broadening environmental issues (Ballard & Banks, 2003; Bridge, 2004; Jacka,
2018). Firstly, the erosion of legal compliance is one of the essential characteristics
of the new mineral development era. Jacka (2018) addresses that the pressures from
international financial institutions such as the World Bank led to the structural shifts
in many countries towards the privatization and deregulation of the mining sector.
For example, more than 90 countries, mostly the developing ones, had written their
mineral codes and policies in the past two decades (Bridge, 2004, p.262; Jacka,
2018). These policies were credited with attracting significant inflows of mining
investment (Bridge, 2004, p.262). Thus, in the literature on the political economy of
extraction, many studies focus on mining code reforms, assessment of international
best practices, and critical accounts of the mineral law reform on social and
geographical distribution of relevant laws and regulations (Bridge, 2004).

Secondly, new actors have appeared in the political and economic spheres of

including but not limited to NGOs, academics, lawyers, local communities, and
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foreign private corporations (Ballard & Banks, 2003; Bridge, 2004). According to
Jacka (2018), large-scale miners and multinational mining corporations are key
actors that transform the local communities’ livelihood in this period. Not
surprisingly, a substantial body of literature focuses on the effects of multinational
mining corporations on local communities’ livelihood (Bridge, 2004). These studies
mainly analyze the asymmetrical power relations and political struggles between the
communities and the firms over resource access by employing the terminology of
justice, human rights, and indigenous rights (Bridge, 2004, p.239). NGOs,
academics, and lawyers play essential roles in ecological conflicts to sustain or stop
ecological struggles, as well. These actors might sometimes ally with the local
communities, but they might also support the corporations to avoid local
mobilization (Ballard & Banks, 2003).

Thirdly, since the mid-1980s, environmental concerns over the mining
industry’s activities have been a pivotal issue (Bridge, 2004). In this process,
aggravation of environmental pollution led the local communities to resist the
proposed projects. However, despite local communities” mobilization to defend their
livelihood against environmental threats, mining corporations have adopted several
policies to circumvent environmental concerns and ecological destruction while
curbing the capacity of local resistance and producing a so-called environment-
friendly identity.

The literature on corporate culture focuses on the ways in which mining
companies efficiently maintain mining activities and achieve sustainable
development by creating new trends in corporate social responsibility (CSR)
programs to greenwash the environmental damage through allying with each other on

an international level (Ballard & Banks, 2004; Bridge, 2004; Jacka, 2018). For
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example, in 1998, the Global Mining Initiative consisting of the business leaders of
multinational mining corporations, arranged a meeting over sustainable development
in the mining sector. During this meeting, the Mining, Minerals, and Sustainable
Development Project was announced, and in 2001, the Council of Mineral and
Metals was founded. Thus, sustainability debates, including eco-efficiency, effective
management, and technological innovation, encourage new strategies for
multinational companies to invest in the mining sector by promoting environmental
impact assessment (EIA), publishing annual reports, and developing social
responsibility programs (Jacka, 2018).

Aforementioned narrative demonstrates how mineral development in Turkey
imitated the global trend from the 1980s onwards through erosion of laws, the
emerging actors, and increasing environmental concerns. In this respect, | assert that
the mining law amendments in Turkey led to the rise of Cerattepe and Kirazli
ecological struggles. By changing the laws, the governments allowed the
corporations to take part in Turkey’s economy as new actors. At the same time, local
communities emerged as new actors who have been mobilizing against
environmental degradation with demand for justice stemming from the asymmetrical
relationships among corporations, government, and local communities over the use
of resources (Bridge, 2004).

In Cerattepe and Kirazli, anti-mining movements and local communities have
become novel parts of the political field by adopting environmental activism coupled
with the discourse of justice and human rights. Yet, the actors who mobilize in these
struggles have entirely different motivations from each other. | recognize that in the
Cerattepe case, the local community took part in the political field through

environmental activism by using the discourse of justice. In other words, this
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comparison brings forth the historical differences that lead a local community to
emerge as a new actor in the new mineral development era of Turkey. At the same
time, | contend that in the Kirazli case the environmental urbanites from istanbul
created a new environmentalism that led to disagreements among the locals of
Canakkale for several years. In Kirazli, | would claim, the new urbanite class that
migrates from Istanbul to Canakkale participate in the ecological struggle with
different motivations than the inhabitants of Artvin. Thus, | agree that the
comparison of the Cerattepe environmental movement and Kirazli ecological
struggle contributes to the current literature by emphasizing historical, cultural, and
geographical differences that lead local communities to enter into political fields with
very different motivations although they may share the purpose of environmental
activism.

Additionally, NGOs and academics have become significant actors in
Turkey’s environmental movements. During my research, I realized that since the
beginning of the Cerattepe struggle, academics’ roles in sustaining the environmental
movement have dramatically changed with the transformation of politics and the
deregulation of laws in Turkey. This is one of the reasons why | study the case of
Cerattepe as a knowledge-producing space thanks to strong alliances established with
academics.

Lastly, corporate culture is another critical point to make sense of the new
mineral development era. As Bridge (2004) argued above, after the 1980s, due to the
broadening environmental issues, private mining corporations adopted new strategies
to avoid conflicts with local communities through environment-friendly policies that
support sustainable development. These corporations internationally ally with each

other to develop their policies on sustainability. In this research, I point out the
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strategies corporations employed to overcome mining conflicts in Cerattepe and
Kirazli for their own benefits. Even if these corporations sometimes achieve their
aims to stop or slow down anti-mining mobilization, | could say that in the particular
examples | mention, Alamos Gold in Kirazli and Cominco, Inmet Mining, and
Cengiz Holding in Artvin failed to achieve their goals. Yet, in Artvin, the corporate
strategies to stop the local community’s mobilization somehow affected alliances
among community members following the copper mining project that started to
operate in 2017.

Overall, Turkey is one of the countries following this global trend in mineral
development through the violation of laws, the emerging actors in political and
economic fields, and the corporations’ change in strategies about environmental
concerns. As Jacka (2018) addresses, within the 1980s, the effects of globalization
and neoliberalization caused structural shifts in Turkey’s politics and economy. In
the increasingly globalized world, Turkey’s politics was influenced by international
actors leading the government to address the environmental issues especially by
strengthening NGOs’ activities. On the other hand, after the neoliberal reforms
adopted by Turkey in 1982, one of the first policies of the government was to change
Mining Law No.3213 that allowed multinational corporations to integrate into
Turkey’s economy. Then, in 2004, this law was amended for the expansion of
mining areas in the country for private mining companies (Erensii 2020). Cerattepe
and Kirazli were in the list of regions declared as mining sites following these
amendments. This international trend of the privatization of the mining sector and the
deregulation of mining laws significantly affected Turkey’s politics within rapidly
increasing mining conflicts among the local communities, corporations, and the

governments.
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2.1.2 The rise of environmental justice movement from an ecological distribution
conflict

In the rapidly globalizing and neoliberalizing world paving the way for the new
mineral development era, local communities have started to take action against
ecological destruction in an increasing way. They have shared more experience with
each other about forms of mobilization, organizational structures, and mining
hazards. In different regions, mining conflicts that emerge between governments,
corporations and communities have been transformed into environmental justice
movements. Networks established among different localities have promoted the
emergence of a global environmental justice movement (Martinez-Alier et al., 2016).

According to Ozkaynak and Rodriguez-Labajos (2017), environmental justice

discourse becomes a form of social justice politics with the essential roles of activist
organizations by intersecting different expressions of domination in which
environmental conditions are at stake. The primary studies of environmental justice
focus on uneven distribution of environmental burdens on disadvantaged
communities and risks unequally distributed due to the choice of locations (Bullard,
1990; Agyeman, Schlosberg, Craven, & Matthews, 2016). At the beginning of
environmental history, the environmental justice concept addressed environmental
racism against Black and Latino communities by analyzing the urban-based-
environmental movements in the US (Temper, Del Bene, & Martinez-Alier, 2015;
Scheidel et al., 2018). In these works, different claims of environmentalism and rural
conflicts in the global South have been ignored in various examples (Martinez-Alier,
2002). In contrast to the canonical studies on urban struggles against environmental

racism, Martinez-Alier (2002) argues that environmental justice is a concept
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subsuming historic conflicts on sulfur dioxide; the Chipko*® and Chico Mendes*®
cases; the current conflicts on the use of carbon sinks; the conflicts about dams,
preservation of rainforests for livelihood; and many other cases around the world,
which sometimes have to do with racism and sometimes not.

Today, environmental justice demands responding to local ecological
distribution conflicts are raised not only by respective communities and activists but
also by different social, political, and economic actors that are located elsewhere in
the world (Martinez-Alier et al., 2016, p.747). In other words, local conflicts in
different regions become global issues through worldwide connections and networks
leading them to be visible and effective at a global scale (p.747). Hence,
environmental justice framework combines environmental justice discourses of
global North with environmentalism of global South through the claims of
recognition and participation as well as through distributive aspects (Temper et al.,
2015; Ozkaynak & Rodriguez-Labajos, 2017):

1) What kinds of values and visions matter?

2) Who is involved in decision-making and how?

Conflicts related to ecological distribution refer to struggles over valuation
processes in terms of which values are deemed relevant for decision-making in
particular projects such as market and monetary values, livelihood values, territorial
rights, and ecological values (Martinez-Alier, 2002). According to Martinez-Alier

(2002), in modern industrialized societies, it is a common belief that economic

18 The Chipko movement, also called Chipko andolan, is an Indian environmental movement that rural
villagers, especially women, non-violently protested to protect their trees and forests slated for
government-backed logging in 1970s. Retrieved from: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Chipko-
movement

19 Chico Mendes, a Brazilian rubber tapper, trade union leader, and environmentalist, fought to
preserve Amazon rainforests and advocated for the human rights of Brazilian peasants and indigenous
peoples. Retrieved from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chico_Mendes
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growth would alleviate conflicts caused by economic redistribution among social
groups because different social groups would economically benefit from
development. Yet, although economic growth somehow pacified these distribution
conflicts, it is questionable whether similar conflicts about ecology are likely to be
resolved through economic growth (p.17). Economic growth does not necessarily
resolve conflicts among the stakeholders because, in ecological distribution conflicts,
local communities defend their livelihood as a part of the strategies related to
environmentalism of the poor against monetary relations, resource extraction,
environmental degradation, and development paradigm (Martinez-Alier, 2002).
Thus, Martinez-Alier (2002) argues that in Western societies, environmentalism
grew in the 1970s not because Western economies had reached a post-material stage
but because of material concerns of local communities about increasing
environmental pollution and ecological destruction.

One of the exemplary conflicts about ecological distribution among diverse
stakeholders is the mining conflicts that have arisen more than ever in the new
mineral development era since the 1980s worldwide but most particularly in the
global South (Ozkaynak & Rodriguez-Labajos, 2017). According to Scheidel et al.
(2018), these conflicts may contribute to a larger purpose not only by opposing and
sometimes transforming unsustainable use of resources, but also by encouraging
political debates on the commodification of the environment and renegotiation of
public values about sustainability (p.585). Yet, while some ecological distribution
conflicts achieve this goal, those who rapidly mobilized once could also be dissolved
rapidly or turn into latent conflicts. In this respect, it is considerable how ecological
distribution conflicts could transform into environmental justice movements

(Scheidel et al. 2018).
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For the success of ecological distribution conflicts and their transformation
into environmental justice movements, alliances among diverse actors are very
significant (Coban, 2004; Scheidel et al., 2018). Who are the actors of these
ecological distribution conflicts? In this thesis, | demonstrate that the actors of these
conflicts may have different kinds of environmentalism. Environmental justice
discourse may become a common ground that local communities share to defend
their livelihood against resource extraction. Yet, during my field works in Artvin and
Canakkale, | realized that the reaching a common ground is difficult process with the
questions of who decides on or produce knowledge about what a common ground is,
and what kinds of values matter for whom (Temper et al., 2015; Ozkaynak and
Rodriguez-Labajos, 2017). In this line, | acknowledged that the processes of how and
with which mechanisms a common ground is created are more important than the
process of creation of a common ground. Thus, what | said by referring to a common
ground is environmental values and visions that the community matters and in which
ways or mechanisms the people create these values.

Accordingly, in this thesis, | focus on two kinds of environmentalism to shed
light on the ways that diverse actors participatorily and democratically organize their
environmental movement: environmentalism of the poor (Martinez-Alier, 2002) and
environmentalism of the malcontent (Adaman et al., 2015). Then, | argue that these
environmentalisms do not wholly explain the motivations of different actors
participating in environmental movement, so | define a new environmentalist group
in Turkey’s context, namely environmentalism of the urbanite.

Firstly, Martinez-Alier (2002) identify the actors who usually mobilize to
defend their livelihood in mining conflicts as environmentalism of the poor (Scheidel

et al., 2018). These people are poor and resist to extraction activity that would
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contaminate their environment because their life could not be separated from space
that the state and corporations will invest for a profit. Even if these actors have
different motivations and values for the resistance, their primary cause to create a
movement is to protest market relations. Also, these people, environmentalism of the
poor, are crucial to realize how peasant groups and local communities create relation
with the environment and nature (Martinez-Alier, 2002).

Secondly, Adaman et al. (2015) argue that in Turkey, the concept,
environmentalism of the poor, sometimes fails to define the characteristics of
environmental movements, and they suggest a different concept by identifying a new
group of environmentalists who share a history of military coup and see
environmental activism as essentially non-political. According to Adaman et al.
(2015), after the military coup in 1980, these environmentalists, through
environmentalism of the malcontent, organized movements in the depoliticized
atmosphere of the era by capitalizing on their past experiences of mobilization.

On the contrary, through my comparative study on Cerattepe and Kirazl
cases, | reveal that with the increasing numbers of people who migrate from
metropolitan centers to rural areas, in environmental movements, a new kind of
environmentalism may emerge like in Kirazli case: environmentalism of the urbanite.
Accordingly, to depict the environmentalism of these actors that migrate from
Istanbul to Canakkale and participate in the Kirazli environmental movement without
being able to participate environment movement to defend their livelihood, space,
and environment. Rather, these people aim to radically protest governmental policies
and do not engage in the people living in Canakkale for several years.

Hence, | argue that even if globalization contributes to global alliances among

local mining conflicts for a global environmental justice movement, it is still
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questionable how different kinds of environmentalism and regional differences
among the organization of local mining conflicts impact the trajectory of an
environmental justice movement. That’s why Cerattepe and Kirazli cases deserve
scholarly attention to focus on the effects of regional differences among diverse
actors and to understand how the grassroots environmental activism could be
achieved.

In both cases, the stakeholders had different values over the environment, and
throughout the years, the motivations of the local community (i.e., environmentalism
of the poor) for mobilization have changed due to the corporations’ strategies to
break alliances existing among local actors like in the Cerattepe mining conflict.
However, although some local actors abandoned the anti-mining resistance after the
copper mining projects started operating in 2017, local actors in Cerattepe have
managed to establish a common ground through grassroots activism over two
decades. In other words, the corporations’ strategies to overcome the anti-mining
struggle of the local actors could not entirely stop the local mobilization when
community members shared a common ground about environmentalism and values
about environment cultivated in grassroot activism efforts.

On the other side, in Kirazli, local actors have failed in sharing a common
ground about their environmentalism and mobilization. To analyze disagreements
among local actors in the Kirazli environmental movement, | suggest a new concept
called environmentalism of urbanite, which refers to those who migrated to
Canakkale because of the urban problems, and they immediately identified
themselves as local actors in the emerging environmental movement.
Environmentalism of urbanite, thus, depicts the environmentalism of those who are

younger, especially in their late 20s and 30s, and migrate to Canakkale and
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surrounding villages to escape from the urban life and its distinct environmental
problems. Even if they migrate to Canakkale and its surrounding villages, they still
earn their living by freelance/remote work rather than what may enable them to
improve relations with nature and environment such as agriculture and farming.

This emerging group in Kirazli, however, plays an important role as local
actors in maintaining ecological struggle and mass mobilization in the region. Yet,
others living in Canakkale for longer periods and even for generations consider
themselves apart from environmentalism of the urbanite and exclude them from
decision-making mechanisms. Despite the lack of a solid organizational framework
among local actors to act together against environmental threats, the mining conflict
in the region has been continuing since 2019. Still and all I would argue that
disagreements among local actors could endanger the continuation of the
environmental movement in the long run in Kirazl.

Overall, different values and definitions about the environmentalism
sometimes prevent the possibility of creating a common ground and may lead to
organize a movement through to-down mechanisms rather than grassroots activism
under an umbrella organization. In the Kirazli case, I believe that the
environmentalism of urbanite’s rise was related to the Canakkale’s geographical
features and had a considerable impact on organization/disorganization of grassroots
environmental activism. Canakkale’s proximity to Istanbul attracts many people to
migrate there to escape from the environmental problems and the intricacies of urban
life. As they migrate, they find environmentalism as a new political area for
themselves in a small city compared to Istanbul. So, it becomes essential to focus on
geographical, cultural, and historical characteristics and some studies on political

opportunity structures that may open up space for successful alliances among diverse
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actors at local, national, and international scales and maintain an environmental

movement and grassroots activism.

2.2 Social movements studies: networks and collective identity

The emergence of a social movement depends on the groups’ organizational capacity
and is affected by political opportunity structures in relation to other groups’ political
preferences (Walder, 2009, p.403). Contemporary social movement theories
emphasize the initiation of social movements, structures, and mobilization by
focusing on the rise of social justice and inequality. Resource mobilization and
political opportunity structures are two significant contemporary theories related to
social movements that emphasize political, economic, and social structures. Since the
mid-1970 and 1980s, new social movements have emerged with respect to the issues
of identity, recognition, or environment; yet | argue that political opportunity
structures and resource mobilization theories are still important to explain in which
ways environmental movements are maintained by grassroots activism in Turkey’s
context. These theories also provide us with the understanding of conditions in which
diverse actors create networks in an environmental movement.

Della Porta and Diani (2006) argue that the most important innovation of
these theories is to take participants as rational and conscious actors. According to
resource mobilization theory, resources are significant for the emergence and
maintenance of social movements, including an adequate number of people, leaders,
economic resources, and organizations (Peoples, 2019). According to Peoples
(2019), with too few resources, a movement would not form; with too many
resources, had no reason to form; having some resources would have been the best,

and would have been just right for the movement development (p.24-25). In this
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sense, Collier and Hoeffler (2000) prove that if a movement is financially viable at
the minimum, it can be expanded further (p.6).

Having access to resources is a necessary but not sufficient condition to
create a social movement, but rather political opportunity structures shape the
orientations of movement by selectively repressing groups with certain political
orientations and facilitating actions of others (Walder, 2009, p.403; Peoples, 2019).
According to Peoples (2019), people engage in unconventional politics of social
movements precisely because they lack access to institutions and inner workings of
the government; they do not have political opportunities that are available to the
wealthy and the well-connected and must therefore seek change via non-institutional
means (p.26).

Walder (2009) argues that networks in social movements research are
primarily understood as mechanisms of micro-mobilization through which
individuals are recruited into movement organizations (p.401). In his research on
Bergama (Izmir) anti-mining environmental movement, Coban (2004) demonstrates
that the local community’s alignments with other actors, coalitions, and networks at
national and international scales make a mining issue global through diverting
international media’s attention. Thus, protest movements and collective actions do
not necessarily lead to an environmental movement in the absence of informal
interactions and inter-organizational linkages between events, actions, groups, actors,
and organizations (p.449).

A social movement identity is crucial to comprehend the extent of both
groups and individuals to feel part of a collectivity and their ability to identify
common elements in the past, present, and future experiences (Della Porta & Diani

2015, p.4). Identity building in a social movement means that a sense of collectivity
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can be maintained even after a specific initiative, or a particular campaign has ended
(p.24).

Place-based solidarities are critical for social movements to ally with one
another through common feelings and values and encourage the people to participate
in a movement easily (Nicholls, 2009). By converging social movements studies and
environmental justice framework, Escobar (2008) pinpoints place-based struggles of
indigenous communities in Latin America. He argues that these communities manage
to create a social movement space through their place-based environmental struggles.
According to Escobar (2008), the most important examples of mobilizations in the
Pacific area against development projects of international actors are the local
struggles over culture, economy, territory, and place. The locals resist these
international projects to defend their territories since the main containers of
environmental, ecological, and geographical features (e.g., forests, rivers and
beaches), which have the utmost importance for their livelihoods, are under threat
due to these projects (Escobar 2008). In other words, these communities fight for
their place because it is the constitutive space where they live and act (Escobar
2008).

Additionally, the practices of activist research production, distribution, and
reception are important to build up networks among diverse actors and to create a
collective identity among local actors in a social movement/environmental justice
movement (Temper et al., 2015). According to the concept of activist knowledge,
social movements are spaces for knowledge production, and they are not only
enacting politics through protests but also generating diverse types of knowledge
(Temper et al., 2015, p.259). Thus, the activist knowledge concept promotes the idea

of science with people and presents an engaged model to understand
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social/environmental movements by challenging the conventional ways of
knowledge production, inquiring what science means, and collectively establishing
alternatives with local communities. The co-production of knowledge within
alliances among local communities, civil society, and academics becomes a tool of
resistance itself contributing to the creation of alternatives with equal recognition and
participation of different actors.

By focusing on some studies of social movements, | agree that in both
Cerattepe and Kirazli mining conflicts, political opportunity structures are essential
for initiating an environmental movement. On the one hand, in the early 1990s,
political opportunity structures that have been significantly shaped by military coup
contributed to the Cerattepe mining conflict and transformed the struggle into an
environmental movement with its grassroots characteristics since the depoliticized
political atmosphere of the era led the environmental struggles to be categorized as
‘non-political,” and thus not a real threat to the established political structure. What
was categorized as ‘non-political’ proved itself to be a fertile ground on which leftist,
conservative, and right-wing people could come together, ally with each other and
grow under an umbrella organization for an environmental justice demand. Being
able to establish an umbrella organization was an important step to make use of the
limited resources to sustain the environmental movement in Artvin by ensuring and
maintaining the diverse characteristics, backgrounds, and affiliations of the
stakeholders through horizontal ways of decision-making mechanisms.

Kirazli mining struggle represents a different pattern in terms of political
opportunities and organizational trajectory. Although the political atmosphere of
Turkey was based on oppressive government policies against any social movement,

international and national networks and the people that come from all around the
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country played a significant role in diverting the attention towards Kirazli. However,
in Kirazli, the lack of grassroots activism led to a disconcert among existing and
potential alliances of diverse actors that had initially come together to defend the
Mount Ida region at a local scale. In contrast to Cerattepe case, in the Mount Ida
region, some local actors, especially the ones that came from Istanbul, or what | call
environmentalists of urbanite, prioritized the relationships and cooperation with
national environmental platforms and organizations since they had already been
excluded from local decision-making processes controlled mostly by those living in
Canakkale for longer periods.

In addition, I think that emphasis on place is very explanatory to understand
the creation of a collective identity among local actors for grassroots environmental
activism and to explain networks, organization, and mobilization structures of
environmental movements. Cerattepe mining conflict, I argue, is a place-based
struggle (Escobar, 2008) because the local community is able to constitute a
collective identity for maintaining grassroots environmental activism under an
umbrella environmental organization in Artvin in order to defend their place. At the
same time, knowledge production as a form of mobilization (Escobar, 2008; Temper
et al., 2015), history (Adaman et al., 2015), the ways the community produces
knowledge together with academics, and an approach to environmentalism by
different local actors in communities are important components to create a collective
identity and to sustain grassroots environmental movements.

Thus, in my comparative study on these cases, | realized that when the
collective identity has been constituted among the local community as an initial step,
as in the Cerattepe mining conflict, the rise of grassroots activism became more

likely to achieve a sustainable environmental movement. The creation of collective
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identity among the whole community in Artvin has avoided vehement conflicts
among local actors in the critical junctures especially on the issues such as decision-

making, organizational structure, and forms of mobilization.

2.3 Environmental justice success
Why/how are some environmental movements sustainable and able to reach
environmental justice success? Mining conflicts emerge as the environmentalism of
the poor who defend their livelihood, cultural and social relations, and their places
against those who want to control and use mineral resources for extraction for capital
investment. Mining conflicts may not always transform into environmental justice
movements. Even if they transform into mass movements in alliance with diverse
stakeholders, the ceding of any proposed/operated project could not always be the
only way to reach an environmental justice success. According to the Environmental
Justice Atlas database, 17% of all socio-environmental conflicts achieve to cancel the
planned mining projects across the world (Ozkaynak, Rodriguez-Labajos, & Aydin,
2015; Scheidel et al., 2018). Indeed, there are other elements that contribute to
environmental justice success for the communities such as the resettlement of the
communities, compensation for environmental damages, or treatment of health
issues. In this part of the chapter, | focus on the various factors that may have an
impact on local communities’ definition of environmental justice success.

Ozkaynak and Rodriguez-Labajos (2017) study the ways to understand
environmental justice success with relation to the elements of the project,

community-power relations, impact, and institutional relations. Following these
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elements, EJ Atlas?® analyzes the factors that local communities evaluate their
resistance as a success concerning the question of “Do you think this case was a
success for environmental justice?”.

According to Ozkaynak and Rodriguez-Labajos (2017), for local
communities, the first aim to reach environmental justice success is to stop a
proposed/operated project. Secondly, environmental justice success depends on
impacts. If there is no adverse impact on the local community and the livelihood,
environmental justice success will be achieved (Ozkaynak & Rodriguez-Labajos,
2017). Another factor is if the corporation repairs environmental hazards,
communities think that they have reached environmental justice success (Ozkaynak
& Rodriguez-Labajos, 2017; Hess & Satcher, 2019). Third, community-power
relations have a considerable effect on whether the local community achieves
environmental justice in the resistance. Ozkaynak and Rodriguez-Labajos (2017)
show that when community members have a chance to access powerful actors
through their mobilization, environmental justice success becomes more likely than
other conditions in which no one supports the community. Lastly, institutional
responses are crucial for environmental justice success (Ozkaynak & Rodriguez-
Labajos, 2017). If local communities react to the ongoing project and its negative
impacts by creating dialogues with those in power, it will be more likely to achieve
environmental justice. Hess and Satcher (2019) argue that establishments of
coalitions with state, government, and non-local civil society organizations should be
considered as benefits to the achievement of environmental justice success. Thus,

Ozkaynak and Rodriguez-Labajos (2017) argue that environmental justice success

20 The environmental justice atlas, directed at ICTA-UAB by Leah Temper and Joan Martinez-Alier
and coordinated by Daniela Del Bene, documents and catalogues social conflict around environmental
issues. Retrieved from: https://ejatlas.org/about
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does not only mean ceding a proposed project but rather it is related to various other
factors for local communities.

Additionally, according to Hess and Satcher (2019), the corporations and the
government actors may sometimes repress environmental mobilization. In this
situation, local communities do not have any political opportunity to mobilize and to
cede the project at hand. Or, the local community can have a political opportunity
structure by allying with the government actors to cede the project and reach
environmental justice success. Hess and Satcher (2019) suggest that the government
and corporations’ lack of countermobilization capacity is another factor that
contributes to achievement for environmental justice success in environmental
movements. Also, Hess and Satcher (2019) underline the importance of forms and
strategies of protests to discuss the ways to achieve environmental justice. Their
quantitative comparative research on the analysis of 50 countries shows that
litigation and civil disobedience are the strategies that are effective to reach a
positive outcome in terms of compensation of environmental and economic hazards
and to cancel the planned projects (Hess & Satcher, 2019).

Furthermore, some environmental movements struggle against hegemonic
state power and become latent conflicts depending on social and political contexts.
Turhan, Ozkaynak, and Aydin (2019) argue that the rise and fall of environmental
movements and their achievement of ceding the proposed projects depend on
governmental policies and the role of the hegemonic state. On the one hand, the
hegemonic state sometimes obstructs environmental justice and denies any
possibility of dialogue with activists and the local community. On the other hand, it
unexpectedly cancels the planned projects depending on its interests in the

international area. For example, Turhan et al. (2019) analyze the Aliaga (Izmir) anti-
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coal struggle of the local community and demonstrate that after ten days of execution
decisions over two years, the project is unevenly canceled by the prime minister
before the Rio Summit 1992.

Turhan et al. (2019) explain that the winning of this legal action in the 1990s,
depends on three reasons. First, Turkey’s post-1980s atmosphere enables people to
come together to expand their personal and political freedoms. Second, the country
entered the neoliberal era, but the governments were still slow with the privatization
program (Turhan et al., 2019, p.176). Lastly, the international popularity of
sustainable development discourse leads the government to consider environmental
issues differently. Overall, throughout the 1990s, the burgeoning environmental
movement was keen on bolstering the power of legal agency through cooperation
and networks, such as the alliance between labor unions and environmentalists,
strong relations with international counterparts, and collaborations with academia
(p.176).

How can we define environmental justice success with regard to the threat of
mining projects in the context of Turkey? In Turkey, environmental justice success is
a very controversial issue for local communities who resist mining projects. The
corporations and the government do not respect the court decisions against mining
projects. Disproportionate violence employed against local actors aims to suppress
environmental mobilization. Ever-increasing environmental hazards and ecological
destruction lead local communities to lose their hopes for environmental justice
success.

| argue that Cerattepe and Kirazli anti-mining environmental movements are
telling examples to conceptualize environmental justice success in Turkey for two

reasons. On the one hand, Cerattepe is a long-lasting environmental movement that

44



has been continuing since the 1990s, and the movement has achieved to stop two
different projects until the 2010s. Therefore, | suggest that it becomes crucial to
understand in which periods environmental movements are more likely to reach
environmental justice success in relation to the political atmosphere of Turkey. On
the other hand, even if local actors started to organize a movement gradually in 2009,
the Kirazli anti-mining environmental movement massively demonstrated itself in
2019, and as a result of this massive mobilization, the corporation withdrew from the
proposed project in 2021. | think it is important to question whether the
environmental justice success that stopped the project in Kirazli will be maintained
for further periods in which the mining project may be proposed in different forms
and under different names. In other words, will the Kirazli mining project be
transferred to another company like in the Cerattepe project?

On the one hand, in Artvin, the local community created strong alliances
through grassroots activism to defend their livelihood against the mining threat in
Cerattepe. Then, these strong alliances helped this environmental movement to
struggle for other environmental problems in the Artvin province, including
surrounding districts and villages along with Coruh Basin. In this sense, community
members who organize the anti-mining environmental movement in Artvin are keen
on telling their mobilization as a success story.

On the other hand, when local community members mentioned the copper
mining project, which has been in operation in Cerattepe since 2017, they depicted
their environmental movement as unsuccessful. They do not trust the legal
mechanisms in Turkey because even if they ceded two other projects in previous
years and won a lawsuit to cede the last project in 2015, the governmental power

violently suppressed mass mobilization in Cerattepe, and the mining corporation
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started to operate unlawfully. In this sense, as Hess and Satcher (2019) discuss the
political opportunity structures to understand the ways of environmental justice
success, | argue for Cerattepe case that the countermobilization of the government
against local community and its hegemonic power to stop local mobilization (Turhan
et al., 2019) cause a successful environmental mobilization to fail.

On the contrary, in Canakkale, some local inhabitants see their mobilization
successful because of mass protests organized in Balabanli Hill in August 2019 with
the support of national and international actors. These massive protests against the
corporation and the watchkeeping of protestors to prevent the corporation’s entrance
to the region positively impact the environmental justice success because, in March
2021, the corporation had to withdraw the project. Thus, local inhabitants identify
their mobilization as a successful movement.

However, some inhabitants | interviewed in Canakkale mentioned that
disagreements among local inhabitants and top-down decision-making processes
adversely affected the mobilization. In contrast to Artvin, in this region, local actors
tend to identify their mobilization and organization strategies as unsuccessful
because of disagreements over decision-making mechanisms and organization
strategies. | argue that while considering the success of an environmental movement,
we need to analyze both organization and mobilization of grassroots activism and the
outcomes that this activism achieved. In addition to political opportunity structures,
as Ozkaynak and Rodriguez-Labajos (2017) showed that there are various
components interrelated to each other to understand environmental justice success.
Kirazli environmental movement and its positive outcome are crucial for evaluating
these different components of environmental justice success through a comparison

with the Cerattepe anti-mining environmental movement.

46



Overall, I point out that Turkey is one of the countries where many ecological
struggles have emerged and continue to emerge as a result of the new mineral
development era in a neoliberalizing economy and globalization (Bridge, 2004). In
this sense, the amendment to mining laws in Turkey in 1985 and 2004 is critical to
understand the reasons for the mobilization of local communities. Cerattepe and
Kirazli ecological struggles are considerable cases to focus on emerging actors who
have crucial roles in the organization of environmental mobilization.

In both regions, local inhabitants who defend their livelihood can be
conceptualized under the rubric of environmentalism of the poor (Martinez-Alier,
2002). Yet, I find other kinds of environmentalisms that identify local actors’
motivations and organizations for environmental mobilization. | argue that these
different kinds of environmentalisms in these regions are related to the geographical,
historical, and cultural characteristics of place. In Turkey, the shared history of the
military coup led to the emergence of environmentalism of the malcontent (Adaman
et al., 2015) in the Cerattepe anti-mining struggle. In Kirazli environmental
movement, the geographical difference of Mount Ida region, which is located in a
place that is close to Istanbul, caused many to migrate to this region to escape from
urban life. In this environmental movement, those actors who migrated to Canakkale
to escape from the city life and then actively protested the mining projects as
environmental activists, namely environmentalism of urbanite, differently approach
to environmentalism from the Artvin people. I argue that even if these people have
an important role in environmental protests, their disagreements with other
inhabitants in the region led to the failure of grassroots environmental activism. Also,
I show that academics and NGOs, as new actors in environmental movements during

the new mineral development era, create alliances with local inhabitants and
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constitute a kind of knowledge production space through environmental movements
like the anti-mining environmental movement in Cerattepe.

Consequently, I attempt to understand and explain how grassroots
environmental activism could be maintained in environmental movements of Turkey.
In this sense, the Cerattepe anti-mining environmental movement is an example of
place-based environmental justice movement. In Artvin, a collective identity rooted
in their shared history and culture and their relations with nature is created through
local inhabitants’ commitment to their place. The collective identity embedded in the
place enables the local community to create strong alliances to maintain
environmental movement. In the creation of this environmental movement under
umbrella organization, knowledge production which makes an umbrella organization
as a knowledge production space through the collaboration between local community
and academics is the most important way of mobilization. During my fieldwork, |
realized that the analysis of how this organization impacts the community’s life
enable us to be aware of how these people create a common ground which emphasize
social, environmental, and economic relations shaped in the city. Through their life
experience in Artvin, these people create a movement to defend their space by
producing knowledge about their ways of life and environment in participatory and
democratic ways, together with academics.

So, I argue that the defense of a space by the people shaping social relations
in there is the most fundamental element in the creation of a movement as a
grassroots activism through alliances for the same matters, values, or visions.
However, how can I produce knowledge about the Cerattepe environmental
movement as a researcher who is not a part of community and does not have roles in

shaping social relations? In this respect, it becomes more important to conduct field

48



research to listen the stories of those who defend their livelihood, environment, and
space as | did in Artvin.

Yet, even if Kirazli environmental movement creates alliances at national and
international scales, it could not achieve continuing grassroots environmental
activism under an umbrella local organization. The main reason for this failure is
rooted in the lack of collective identity embedded in the place for environmental
mobilization in the Kirazli ecological struggle. To question why actors could not
create collective identity, | can turn the same question of knowledge production.
How can those who has recently migrated know about the ecology and social
relations of that space? If all actors matter their own values and visions regardless of
social, environmental, and economic relations shaping that space, how can a

collective identity be created among diverse actors?
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CHAPTER 3
THE RISE OF GRASSROOTS ACTIVISM IN ARTVIN: THE CERATTEPE

PLACE-BASED ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT

In Artvin, the mining must not be operated! Why? Due to the physical
structure of the city. In Artvin, the community is dedicated to nature and its
environment. | could say that 8 out of 10 Artvin residents are keen on nature.
It is my lifestyle and [the community’s lifestyle there] so I am against the
mining project. Also, there has been an organization [Green Artvin
Association] in the city for several years. This organization collaborates with
all political parties. In this sense, in the city, if there is an ongoing
organization and mobilization in alliance with political parties for many
years, that would mean that the community disagrees with the project.
(Interview 2) (see Appendix D, 21)
For Artvin people, it is impossible to support the operated/proposed mining projects
because their whole life depends on this place including their livelihood, their past,
and their future. Most of the population in Artvin protested the mining project
because they care for nature and have a great love for and attachment to the
environment and their living space as one of the interviewees explained their
opposition to the mining projects above. Thanks to this sense of belonging to the
environment and nature, these people have transformed their living space into a
fertile ground for a social movement for two decades. The relations among the
community members and their daily routines have been shaping the agenda for
environmental issues and against the mining projects in Artvin. | argue that in this
process, Artvin has first transformed into a place where local communities reproduce
their worlds, and then became a space that constituted both the hegemonies and the
resistance for them (Escobar 2008). Cultural, historical, environmental, and

geographical features embedded in Artvin enabled the whole community to create

strong alliances as place-based solidarities (Nicholls 2009).
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Among the constitutive parts of different kinds of environmentalism to
maintain a movement, the place and Artvin people’s relations with the environment
are considerable elements. While discussing the place-based struggle under an
umbrella organization in Artvin, I have specifically emphasized two explanatory
terms in Chapter 2: environmentalism of the poor and environmentalism of the
malcontent. One of these categories, nevertheless, does not fit the reality of the
Artvin community sufficiently; these kinds of environmentalism are not sharply
separated in practice. Their boundaries get intertwined when people’s livelihood and
place are under threat from the proposed/operated mining projects. In this vein,
environmentalism of the Artvin people is conceptualized as topyekiin ¢evrecilik that
the community resists to protect their space without politicizing their movement but
rather creates alliances with political parties, municipality, lawyers, journalists, and
NGOs (Erensii, 2014, 2016, 2020). Hence, the Artvin people achieved to create a
supra-political movement that can bring the whole community together as one of my
interviewees mentioned during my field research in Artvin:

Environmental mobilization and togetherness under an umbrella organization

are related to the city’s class character and political categories. In Artvin, the

people who work as blue-collars have different concerns in life than the

middle class concerns...However, after all, they can come together for a

common ground to defend and to protect Artvin. (Interview 14) (see

Appendix D, 22)

| argue that this kind of movement that is represented as supra-political by the
Artvin community was not an apolitical but rather distanced itself from political
conflicts between left and right ideologies. So, the umbrella organization, a symbol
of the supra-political environmental movement, becomes a space that determines the
city’s agenda surrounding environmental issues. In this context, the opportunities and

restrictions of an umbrella environmental organization are debatable, and it is

questionable how this experience can be transferred to other environmental
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movements of Turkey through economic and environmental demands to transform
the current system (Erensii, 2020).

Consequently, in this chapter of the thesis, | aim to describe how the Artvin
community created a place-based struggle to defend their livelihood, and to
comprehend the reasons for the maintenance of the Cerattepe anti-mining
environmental movement under an umbrella organization, namely YAD. Firstly, 1
briefly describe the geography and ecology of Artvin and how these factors shape the
community structures. Then | map out the different stakeholders of this ecological
conflict including the state, the corporations, and the local community. Thirdly, |
emphasize the organizational structure of the Cerattepe anti-mining movement to
demonstrate the impacts of the historical events on the continuation of the
environmental movement. Finally, | analyze the mobilization strategies that enable
local inhabitants to be organized under an umbrella organization for several years
and discuss the conditions enabling relative success for environmental justice

movements.
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3.1 The ecological and geographical features of the city

ARTVIN ILI MADEN RUHSAT HARITASI

Lejant
] ISLETME RUHSAT ALANI
‘ IHALE RUHSAT ALANI
] ARAMA RUHSAT ALANI

ARTVIN ILININ %71'i MADEN RUHSAT ALANI

se:. YESILARTVIN DERNEGI @

Fig. 1: A map of the declared mining areas in Artvin (YAD, 2021)
Artvin is a provincial city located in the northeastern Black Sea Region of Turkey
sharing a border with Georgia. The city is far away from major cities like Istanbul
and Ankara. Its ecology is characterized by enormous biodiversity including endemic
species and old-growth forests along a harsh geography extending across Kargal
Mountains. The Coruh River that flows in the city throughout the Coruh Basin is
particularly significant for the city’s ecology.

In the mountainous parts of the city, the inhabitants mostly reside in
highlands -they call those places mezre- especially during the summer seasons. For
the inhabitants, the highlands of the city are significant not only for economic value

(i.e. agriculture), but also for enormous cultural significance. With its ecology and
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natural value, Kafkasor Highland is one of the essential places where Cerattepe, the
copper mining site, is located. In Kafkasor Highland, the Kafkasor bullfighting fest,
which is of cultural importance for the local community is organized every year in
the last week of June. For the local community, Kafkasor is a unique and almost a
sacred place. They believe that the mining operations potential harm on the ecology,
will eventually deteriorate their culture, as well.

In addition to the cultural value of the Cerattepe region for the Artvin people,
the geographical feature of the area has a direct impact on the low density of
population in Artvin. There are no job opportunities for the young population
because of the difficult geographical circumstances as a young woman living in
Artvin explained during our interview:

...everyone has concerns about their livelihood. Artvin is a city where the

density of civil servants is high. If you are a civil servant, you can make a

living, but if you are a tradesman, not many chances are available. There is no

employment for the young population in Artvin. Everyone is concerned about
their livelihood. However, the literacy level is high in the city, especially in

Savsat and Ardanuc districts. If you go to college and turn to Artvin after

graduation, you could likely find a job. (Interview 13) (see Appendix D, 3)
Many people migrate from Artvin to larger cities?* for education and work. The
majority of the Artvin population in the large cities including Istanbul, Ankara,
Bursa, and Kocaeli, enables the people to be organized under Artvin Associations
(Artvinliler Hizmet Vakfi in Turkish) in these cities. The internal migrants from
Artvin usually come to their hometown for the summers. Even if they live in another

city, they retain their ties and relationships with Artvin. In my interviews, the people

usually emphasized that Artvin is a unique place, and wherever they go and live, they

21 Most of the Artvin population migrate to Istanbul, Bursa, Ankara, and Kocaeli. According to
Doganay and Orhan (2013), the population registered in Artvin province but lived in these cities is
more than Artvin population.
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often talk about the beauties of Artvin. They love their homeland and could not break
up their relations with this city (Interview 13&18).

Overall, during my field research in Artvin, the common themes emphasized
by the interviewees are their attachment to the city, ecology, and nature despite the
unconducive geographical conditions with regard to employment, and thus, the living
standards. In the next parts of the chapter, I continue to show how these geographical
and ecological features have contributed to the organization and mobilization of the

environmental movement and affected relations among the city inhabitants.

3.2 The rise of ecological distribution conflict among diverse stakeholders

In Artvin, the drilling works started in 1986, and the Ministry of Energy and Natural
Resources gave mining licenses to the Canadian mining corporation Cominco Inc. in
1989. After the company completed mining drilling in 1994, the local inhabitants
started to experience environmental hazards and then attempted to search for ways to
cede the proposed mining project. In this process, YAD was established through the
community’s large-scale participation in protesting the cyanide mining project. So,
the ecological conflict that emerged between among the inhabitants and the
corporation in the early 1990s rapidly transformed into an environmental movement
that would stop the cyanide mining project proposed by Cominco Inc. in 2002. Then,
through legal action, the environmental movement managed to cancel an
administrative decision allowing another mining project planned by another
Canadian company, Inmet mining in 2007. Even though the same environmental
movement filed a lawsuit and been granted a stay of execution decision for the EIA
report permitting the for the mining operations of Cengiz Holding in 2015, the

corporation prepared a new EIA illegally (Interview 3). After the state suppressed the
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mass protests in Artvin in February 2016, the corporation started the copper mining
activities in Cerattepe in July 2017.

Within this history of environmental struggle, the Cerattepe movement
deserves scholarly attention to comprehend the ways in which grassroots
environmental activism can be maintained by the whole community, to debate a role
of supra-political umbrella environmental organization, and to emphasize the state-
corporation alliances that aim to break up mass mobilization in the city. YAD is an
important organization that everyone is enrolled in protesting mining operation in the
city. In Artvin, the inhabitants explain that the Artvin people became participants of
YAD when they were born. In this sense, YAD and the environmental movement
played crucial roles in the organization of their daily life as my interviewees
mentioned:

Green Artvin is a name that everyone feels belonging to themselves in this

city. For example, a newborn duckling jumps into the water as soon as it is

born. Why? How does it know swimming? Swimming has been coded to it.

Likewise, in Artvin, YAD was coded to every newborn child, and these

children were grown up with these codes. So, we would not be able to live in

a destroyed Artvin. | could not live in a city whose head and brain have been

destroyed. So, | am automatically participating in environmental struggles.
(Interview 11) (see Appendix D, 7)

At the same time, I assert that the local community’s emphasis on “the place where
they live, breathe, and enjoy” in environmental resistance enabled them to see the
environmental issue as supra-political and formed strong alliances under an umbrella
association. As one of my interviewees stated during our conversation in her Artvin
downtown shop:
Every person living in Artvin had to participate in this solidarity. If we are
going to breathe this air, if we are going to live here... We have always said
this while we were struggling [against the mining operation]. The experts said
that [due to the hazards of mining operations] to live in Artvin, the mine must
not be operated. Mine is in our brains [referring to the location of Cerattepe

which is on the top of a mountain] ... When we think of Artvin’s settlement as
a human body, a metal comes out of his brain with his head on top. My water
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comes from there, my air comes from there. They destroy my forest.
(Interview 9) (see Appendix D, 9)

Thus, in the following part of the chapter, | aim to demonstrate the actors of
Cerattepe anti-mining environmental movement. Firstly, | emphasize the role of an
umbrella organization and how the local community creates a place-based struggle to
understand the maintenance of grassroots environmental activism under an umbrella
organization in Artvin. Secondly, | identify the corporations and reveal the state-
corporation alliances to debate how the local community could achieve/ could not

achieve environmental justice through their activism.

3.2.1 Environmental movement as a place-based struggle of the Artvin community
In Artvin, local inhabitants play the most significant role in maintaining the
environmental movement over two decades by creating strong alliances with each
other, and these alliances contribute to the collaboration with political parties and
bureaucratic actors at a local and national scale. The establishment of YAD was
crucial for the rise of the environmental movement in the mid-1990s. This
association is active not only in the urban center of Artvin but also in the surrounding
villages and districts against various environmental issues such as mining and
hydroelectric power plants projects. In this way, YAD became an environmental
association encompassing and organizing all the environmental struggles in the entire
region of the Artvin province. Yet, it is questionable how this association brings
diverse local actors together against these issues. To understand the success of this
association, we need to initially identify the local actors, their approaches to
environmentalism, and their relations with the place they live in.

Under YAD, both left and right political parties, local civil society

organizations, teacher unions, the municipality, academics, journalists, and
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shopkeepers have been organizing the environmental mobilization since 1995. Those
who were born in Artvin but rather live in istanbul, Ankara, or Bursa actively
support this mobilization by establishing their associations in their own localities.
One of these associations was Istanbul Artvin Hometown Association, which played
crucial roles in raising awareness around the Artvin community and organizing
related events.

Before YAD was founded, when news about the cyanide mining project was
heard within the community, shopkeepers started to discuss the ways of impeding the
corporation’s activities. They arranged a meeting with the governor of Artvin to
discuss the mining risks and how to communicate this issue to the Artvin
community. In this meeting, the governor advised them to establish an umbrella
environmental organization that includes both left and right political parties to
mobilize the whole community against a common threat. In one of the interviews, the
day, which they decided to establish the YAD was explained in detail:

YAD was founded in 1995. It has not been under the control of a political

party since its establishment. It was an organization that embraced everyone.

In fact, the governor of that period said that you cannot get things done if you

do not establish an association. We were all founders and have been members

ever since. It was based on a common environmental issue. The
environmental movement was organized as a kind of supra-political
mobilization. The honesty of the friends made a significant contribution

there... (Interview 12) (see Appendix D, 10)

This supra-political character made it possible for people from diverse political
backgrounds to come together easily for a common purpose. However, this supra-
political character did not make the movement apolitical. By meaning supra-political,
YAD paid attention to the struggling for space, city, and environment to locally
organize whole community. In this vein, it created alliances with political parties and

bureaucratic actors to make their problems nationally visible through going to

assembly in Ankara to demand environmental justice. The community started to
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work together to find ways to stop the mining activities and thus, to prevent the
related environmental degradation in Artvin. YAD created an important space that
the whole community can collect, share, and disseminate information concerning the
proposed projects not only within their community but also with potential
stakeholders and partners in and around Artvin.

YAD has been able to bring different groups together since its establishment.
They followed the advice of a governor who said that you need an organized
struggle. In the first establishment of the association, they asked for
representatives from all parties. However, when they called representatives
from parties, they did not politicize this association. So, YAD became the
center of the mobilization in the city. But they also include all groups in terms
of social representation. They have never been politicized. It has become an
area where an environmental struggle is organized together. (Interview 3) (see
Appendix D, 11)

[One of the professors] said that if you don’t turn the association [to be
established] into a political organization, I’ll help you, but you do not turn it
into a political organization! He explained the nature of this place. He also
said that we live in a precious place. So, we approved, then let’s create an
association, something that encompasses everyone. After that, the association
was founded. Someone was coming and saying something, we were reporting
what we heard right away and then were informing the whole community.
(Interview 1) (see Appendix D, 12)

The supra-political character of the organization enabled the local NGOs??,
the municipality, the bar, and the teacher unions?® that were usually in conflict with
each other to be mobilized under an umbrella association. Academics provided the
local community with scientific information about the risks of mining activity
through panels. Besides, local journalists contributed to the movement for higher

visibility and finding further support nationwide via their alliances with the national

press. The second corporation, namely Inmet mining, tried to enter the region after

22 | interviewed local NGOs in Artvin, including TMMOB, Community Centers (Halk evleri in
Turkish), and Grey Wolves (Ulkii Ocaklar: in Turkish).

23 | interviewed two teachers for my study, one of whom is a member of the Egitim-Sen union.
Another is the member of the Egitim-Bir-Sen union.
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Cominco abandoned it. In this process, Artvin Bar Association jumped in the
bandwagon and filed the first lawsuit to stop the mining project in 2005.24

Istanbul Artvin Hometown Association is also a part of the movement
supporting the anti-mining environmental struggle. At the beginning of the
movement, this association contributed to the organization of the first panel to inform
the whole community against mining hazards in 1994 in istanbul. They presented
this issue to the national and international agenda through creating alliances with
political parties, bureaucratic actors, and other hometown associations organized in
other cities of Turkey. These associations established the Artvin Environment
Platform to discuss Artvin’s mining problem and other environmental issues. In this
respect, | claim that the Cerattepe environmental movement emerged through
grassroots activism in the process of organization and mobilization of the people
living in or were migrated from Artvin. The sense of belonging to the city leads these
actors to constitute grassroots activism to defend the place, which plays an important
role in their life.

To understand why Cerattepe is a significant place for the people’s daily
lives, it seems critical to focus on Cerattepe’s geographical location. The area is
located on top of a mountainous just above the city Since the Cerattepe area is very
close to the urban center, the community can monitor the environmental degradation
easily. The construction activities for mining operations created environmental
pollution and noise. They were aware of how the environmental hazards would
severely affect the whole community through water contamination and
environmental pollution, so they protested mining projects to defend their livelihood.

For example, one of the interviewees underlined that the mining activity violates

24 From my interviews | conducted with the lawyers in Artvin. They historicized the legal action
organized by YAD during the interviews.
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his/her lifestyle while undermining the place she/he acts on a daily basis. Due to the
mining activity, she/he could not go to the Kafkasor and Cerattepe areas for leisure
time activities with her/his child. The mining activities, in other words, breaks the
community’s daily routines as one of the interviewees explained:

| am a journalist, alright... Beyond that, | am living in the city after all. What
would happen to someone else here because of the mining hazards would also
happen to me. That’s why I am against the mining corporation. I am living in
the city and doing my work in the city. I have a child. | had to participate in
the movement for my child. There is a city you live above and water
resources you drink from. Yet, there is also mining above. I also have a
lifestyle. Will I hear the construction machine while | dream of taking a walk
in Cerattepe with my daughter? (Interview 2) (see Appendix D, 14)

While the mining operation in Cerattepe changes their daily routine by
preventing the community to climb to the mountains, and creating environmental
pollution and noise, it also leads to the violation of cultural activities and traditions.
For example, since the mining activity pollutes the environment and transforms the
geography negatively, Kafkasor will be destroyed (Interview 17). On the other hand,
thanks to the city’s small population due to its limiting geographical conditions, the
local community members usually know each other, so the people have established
relations with each other based on trust and solidarity. They believe that these
relations signify the distinct culture of Artvin. However, they also admit that these
relations would disappear when the environmental contamination destroyed the
whole city leading to mass migration due to the uninhabitable conditions (Interview
17).

At the same time, these people are familiar with the severe hazards and risks
of mining activities unfortunately, due to the infamous example of mining operations
in Murgul, a surrounding district of Artvin. One of the interviewees who previously

lived in Murgul mentioned her/his memories of how the home in which she lived
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throughout her childhood was destroyed during the mining blasts (Interview 13). She
associated her Murgul experience with the current state of Cerattepe copper mining
and said that if the mining area is expanded in Cerattepe region, the environment will
be destroyed even worse than the Murgul case by the cyanide-gold open mining
project (Interview 13). Another interviewee emphasized the air pollution and
ecological destruction that Murgul mining operation caused demonstrating his/her
knowledge and experience with regard to the results of the mining activities
(Interview 1). Likewise, one of the interviewees who lived in Murgul for several
years also mentioned how agricultural products could not be grown anymore because
of the air pollution (Interview 4). The shared history engraved in the minds and the
threat posed to their very livelihoods of these people created a common ground on
which this all-encompassing, supra-political environmental movement flourished
strongly.

| know how Murgul has been destroyed because of the mining activity. We
were hearing siren sounds during the day from the mining area. Everyone
would stay at their home because mining blasts could have harm them if they
went out. Because of this experience, | know how the mining activity
destroys the whole city. Now, we could not mention Murgul as a city. The
houses that we have live in those times are used for cows now. If the copper
mining activity will turn into an open-pit, cyanide-gold mining project, the
environment will be destroyed even worse than today. Because | know about
the mining destruction in Murgul, | participated in the environmental
movement to defend Artvin. (Interview 13) (see Appendix D, 15)

In our adult years, we experienced the ecological destruction caused by the
mining activity in Murgul. The biggest mining enterprises of Turkey have
been in the Murgul district of Artvin for several years. In Murgul, it is hard to
breathe, and nature has already died due to the environmental degradation.
We know the contamination created by the mining operation. (Interview 1)
(see Appendix D, 16)

In Murgul, the parsley that was green in the evening turns pale in the
morning...I swear it turns yellow like an autumn leaf. Why? Because the
smoke of the mining operation spreads to the whole city, and SO2 gases
cover up the city. Then, you see environmental hazards and adverse effects. |
can mention my dad who died at 55 because of cirrhosis. Why did this happen
to my dad? My dad was working in the mines. He was breathing the smoke
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that prevailed from mine molds while working. He had a mask and the gloves
[yet they were insufficient to inhibit health hazards that mining work would
create]. When he came to our home after work, his hands and feet were burnt.
Even if he cared for his diet to be healthy, the iron gases that prevail during
mining work have already penetrated into his lungs. (Interview 4) (see
Appendix D, 17)

In addition to the opposition to the environmental contamination and ecological
destruction in this supra-political environmental movement, the community members
protest hierarchical ways of decision-making about their place to live, act, drink
water, and breathe. They emphasized that the public information meetings about the
mining operation were simply ostensible, so the people, protested the corporation’s
representatives that came for these meetings, as well. Yet, these authorities explained
themselves as if they actually want to inform the community, but the community
accepted neither the meeting not the explanations on the mining project. Since the
decision-making processes about the projects were organized through top-down
mechanisms, the Artvin community opposed the decisions taken without their
comment and consent as one of the lawyers highlighted:
Some men charged by the corporation come and explain about the proposed
project. Then, as it is not important what you say and think about the project,
you could not say anything about it. The public information meetings are
organized to fulfill a certain procedure in Turkey. The men charged by the
company for the meeting note that we had organized the meeting and
informed the community. Through our experiences during our environmental
struggles, we understood that these meetings are claptraps. So, we agreed that
we would not participate in the public information meetings organized for the
proposed projects. Then, we decided on turning the meeting into a mass
protest. In this sense, when these men came for the meeting, we occupied the
platform to prevent them. However, they showed as if they arranged the
meeting, but the community did not want to participate in the meeting. Across
the world, these meetings are organized through democratic and participatory
processes yet in our country they are arranged only to fulfill some
procedures... (Interview 3) (see Appendix D, 18)
Considering the hierarchical and top-down decision-making mechanisms for the

mining projects, the people I interviewed in Artvin said that the company’s

representatives ignored the lives of the community members. One of the interviewees
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pointed out that these representatives did not know the Cerattepe area, or its nature,
ecology, and geography. It is interesting for the local community how these people
aimed to start mining operations in a place where they did not know, and at the same
time, to undermine the lives of those who live and act there.

As | said, we liked to live in Artvin too much. I lived in the city for 19 years

so | [mostly witnessed mining hazards] and mostly participated in anti-mining

protests. | am very sad that the people who never have been to Artvin
previously could decide on the city’s future. [For example], during our
watchkeeping to protest the corporation [in Cerattepe region in 2015-16], we
sometimes talk with the people in charge. When we asked where they went in
the Cerattepe, they said they would see the mining site [first time]. That is,

[Cerattepe] is the place they have ever seen... [These people] do not ever

think how this activity would harm the lives of the community there...

(Interview 15) (see Appendix D, 19)

Most of the inhabitants of Artvin believe that if the mining area would be
expanded for the cyanide-gold mining, health issues will increase alongside the
destruction of their environment and culture. As a result, they would not be able to
leave their place to the next generations. Martinez-Alier (2002) conceptualized the
term environmentalism of the poor to define those who defend their livelihood and
protect their incommensurable nature and environment. In this respect, | believe that
the environmentalism of the Artvin community who struggle against mining projects
can be considered as the “environmentalism of the poor” because their all-life
systems including water they drink and air they breathe depends on Artvin’s nature
and ecology.

There are also a group of inhabitants who participate in the Cerattepe
environmental movement through their prior or existing affiliations with the leftist
culture and traumas of the 1980 military coup. These people play crucial roles in the
establishment and maintenance of YAD. After the military coup, the leftist

organizations were suppressed and prohibited by the state. In this sense, one of the

interviewees paid attention to this history and mentioned that the people who were
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suppressed after the military coup used their previous experiences for organization in
order to create an environmental movement (Interview 3).

This resistance tradition inherits from the experiences of the September 12th,

1980 era. Artvin is a place known as left-leaning, and democratic with a

highly literate population. One of the surrounding provinces is Rize and

another one is Erzurum. In this sense, it is very interesting how Artvin is such
an enlightened province. So, there has always been a tradition of resistance
even before September 12th, 1980 there. Of course, the military coup regime
suppressed the leftist and socialist groups. Almost 1300 people were put on
trial because of the Artvin Dev-Yol?® case. Many people have been
imprisoned for several years. However, despite all of them, the leftist culture
of the past, literate population, and the love for the homeland contributed to
the continuation of the resistance culture. So, the people know how to be
organized. Also, historical background has impacts [on organization]. Then,
the environmental mobilization that started in the 1990s mobilized the whole
community and continued the grassroots environmental movement.

(Interview 3) (see Appendix D, 20)

Adaman et al. (2015) describes the environmentalism of the leftist people, in
their analysis of Gerze (Sinop) anti-thermal power plant struggle, as
“environmentalism of the malcontent”. According to Adaman et al. (2015), these
people share the traumas of the military coup, and environmentalism becomes a new
field of politics for them. They play an important role in the organization and
mobilization of the environmental movements in the northern parts of Turkey. In
Artvin, through environmentalism of the malcontent’ contribution to YAD’s
organization, the environmental movement, in the city, reverses the repressed past by
creating new field of activism. In this respect, the organizational success of the
environmental movement enables the movement to continue and evolve across time.

Despite the different approaches to environmentalism, the community
members created a common ground under a supra-political environmental

organization to defend their place and livelihood through their attachment to the city,

trustful relations among the people, cultural values, and the relations they improved

5 |t is a leftist and socialist organization that has been politically active until the military coup. In
Artvin, many people were joining this organization.
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with the environment. In this context, the supra-political character of the movement
is critical to think about the characteristics of environmental movements in Turkey
through its restrictions and possibilities. On the one hand, as | demonstrated above,
the supra-political character contributes to create a place-based environmental
movement by bringing different political ideologies together. So, YAD, an essential
organization at local and regional scale, makes the voices of Artvin people heard
within the city center and surrounding villages. On the other hand, the supra-political
character of an environmental movement sometimes leads to the disagreements
among diverse stakeholders and destroys the organization of a movement. For the
discussion chapter of this thesis, it seems critical to debate the restrictions of supra-
political environmental movement for the understanding of the conditions that
diverse stakeholders come together and create alliances in the organization of an
environmental movement in Turkey.

In the further chapters of this part, I will focus on how organization and
mobilization strategies contributed to the maintenance of this movement for several
years as additional elements explaining the success of the Cerattepe movement.
Before accomplishing that goal, however, let me elaborate upon the ways in which
the alliance between the state and the corporate bodies reacted to the mobilization

and protests in Cerattepe.

3.2.2 The state and the corporation alliances against grassroots environmental activism
Environmental mobilization that started in the early 1990s has been maintained over
two decades. Since those times, the Artvin community achieved, what I will call,
environmental justice success three times. However, in February 2016, the law-

enforcement forces violently suppressed the mass mobilization of the local
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community that were keeping a watch to prevent the Cengiz Holding from entering
the mining site in the Cerattepe region. In 2017, the copper mining operation started
even though the local community won a lawsuit to nullify the proposed project in
2015 after the corporation got a new EIA report. In this part of the chapter, I briefly
mention the environmental justice success that YAD achieved during Cominco and
Inmet Mining corporations. | mainly focus on the Cengiz Holding era because the
copper mining project was started to operate in 2017, and the environmental
mobilization slowed down in this period. | aim to question how the state and the
corporation, Cengiz Holding in this particular case, circumvented the law to continue
the mining project.

The first company that received mining licenses for the Cerattepe in 1989 was
a Canadian mining corporation. The drilling works that the Cominco operated in
Cerattepe led to the poisoning of the animals exposed to the chemicals that leaked
into the water. YAD was established during this period and the association organized
panels?® to inform the local community about the mining hazards, health issues, and
environmental impacts from a scientific point of view.

Besides, the members of the association organized a petition campaign and
then went to the Turkish Grand National Assembly to ensure the support of
bureaucratic actors and political parties. Simultaneously, Mineral Research and
Exploration Institute?’, the state’s institute responsible for mining activities

throughout the country, published a report?® that indicated the potential hazards of a

26 The first panel that was organized in 1994 in Istanbul was “Gold Mining in Artvin and its
Environmental Consequences.” In the successive years, the Artvin people continued to organize the
panels. Retrieved from: http://yesilArtvindernegi.org/our-history-of-struggle/

27 The General Directorate of Mineral Research and Exploration is an institution that was founded in
1935 in order to explore the exploitable deposits of Turkey. Retrieved from:
https://www.mta.gov.tr/v3.0/kurumsal/hakkimizda

28 Mineral Research and Exploration Institute (MTA). (1998). Artvin Ilinin Cevre Jeolojisi ve Dogal
Kaynaklari. Retrieved from:
https://eticaret.mta.gov.tr/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=10165
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future mining activity for Artvin. In this process, the Artvin people did not issue any
lawsuit against the proposed project because the public opposition could achieve to
stop the corporation through local reactions and social mobilization. As one of the
interviews said, the company could not continue to work against the strong
opposition:

[After 2000, I started living in Artvin again. After | came back] there was not

any problem related to mining until 2005. As we learned later, in Artvin, the

company namely Cominco proposed a cyanide-gold mining project, but when
both the governor of the city and the Artvin community opposed the project,

the company withdrew. (Interview 3) (see Appendix D, 23)

In 2002, the Canadian mining corporation, Cominco, withdrew from the
project because of the mass mobilization of the local community who organized
panels and petition campaigns and allied with the political parties in the national
assembly. The company transferred its mining licenses to another Canadian
counterpart, namely Inmet Mining. To stop the cyanide-gold mining project of this
Canadian company, the local community rapidly reinitiated its mobilization, and the
first lawsuit was issued in 2005. One of the lawyers | interviewed talked about the
legal action issued by YAD stated:

In 2005, we issued the first case in the Erzurum Administrative Court [where

Artvin Administrative Court depended]. For the Cerattepe region, there were

two mining licenses: Genya Mountain and Cerattepe mining licenses. After

the lawsuit, the Erzurum 2nd Administrative Court decided to cancel the
mining license and the operating rights of the corporation. The company
appealed and went to the Council of State. The Council of State overturned
the decision. In other words, [they said] there were two license areas, and we
needed to file two lawsuits. When this decision came, they took us from

Erzurum and connected us to Rize. Then, we went and filed two separate

lawsuits in Rize in 2007. The Council also gave annulment decisions from the

files numbered 2017/51-52 in Rize. Later, at the end of 2008-2009, the court
decision was completed in the revision stages and the license was revoked by

the court. (Interview 3) (see Appendix D, 24)

In terms of defending and demanding environmental justice, this was the local

community’s success in 2007 when the court decided on ceding the proposed project
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in Artvin. Then, Inmet Mining had to withdraw from the project. The local
community believed that the court decision permanently removed the mining threat.
That’s why, until 2011, the anti-mining movement was in a passive period.?°

In 2012, with the decision of the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources,
Ozaltin Corporation got Cerattepe and Genya gold-mining licenses through a tender
bid expanding the previous project areas. The Artvin community heard the news, and
the members of NGOs in Artvin, the provincial heads of political parties, and the
mayor went to Ankara to arrange a meeting with the Ministry of Energy and Natural
Resources and heads of all political parties.>® Eti Bakir Corporation, a subsidiary
company of Cengiz Holding, received the mining license from Ozaltin Company via
a royalty deal®!. After Cengiz Holding obtained the Cerattepe mining tenders, the
mass mobilization of the local community arose leading to a new lawsuit,
demonstrations, and a vigil protest in the Cerattepe region. One of the interviewees
said: “Inmet mining withdrew from the project because the mining license was
cancelled by the court. It means they won’t touch here again. [However,] in 2012, a
tender was held [by another company]. The license area expanded to 4406 hectares
that include all the mountains around Artvin” (Interview 7).%?

In 2013, Eti Bakir was granted a positive EIA report for mining activities. As

a response, YAD filed a new lawsuit to cancel the EIA report of the project with the

29 During this era, the community protested hydroelectric power plants in alliance with the inhabitants
of the surrounding villages and districts like Hopa, Kemalpasa, and Yusufeli. (Interview 3)

%0 The Minister of Energy stated that the project would be re-examined and “it will be checked
whether the above ground or underground is more valuable”. However, it was contracted out without
any re-examinations. It was realized that due to a special clause in the tender specifications there was
only one company in Turkey, which would meet the requirements. Retrieved from:
http://yesilartvindernegi.org/our-history-of-struggle/

31t is an agreement between the mining corporations. Within this agreement, the mining corporation
which gave the mining license for a proposed area could transfer its license to another mining
company. (Interview 3)

%2 Translated from: “Inmet mining gitmesine sebep olan ruhsat iptal edilmesidir. Bir daha buraya
dokunmazlar anlami ¢ikar bundan. Sonra 2012°de bir ihale yapildi. Ruhsat alan1 4406 hektara ¢ikti.
Artvin’in etrafindaki tiim daglar...”
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283 plaintiffs. Then, the court decided that in the Cerattepe region, the mining
activity could not be operated, and the expert’s report supported the court’s decision.

In 2014, an expert discovery was made in Cerattepe... The participation of
the public was ensured. At the end of 2014, there was a court hearing. That
hearing was also very well attended... We opened that case with 283 people.
One month after the trial, the decision was announced by the court, and we
won. The decision was announced in the first week of 2015. Then, the
decision was appealed. The Council of State approved it. In fact, we have a
decision that mining cannot be done in Cerattepe. The expert report was also
important. It was one of the exemplary decisions... As a matter of fact, the
court followed that report and decided that mining cannot be done here. After
April 2015, the corporation appealed the decision and requested a stay of
execution for this decision. The Council of State rejected it, as well. He had
made the right decision at that time. (Interview 3) (see Appendix D, 25)

The company prepared the second EIA report depending on the infamous
2009/7 memorandum?® with some changes made in the first EIA report. Then, the
corporation attempted to enter the designated mining site. The inhabitants initiated a
new lawsuit as a result of the corporation’s attempt, which ended up as the biggest
environmental lawsuit of Turkey with 751 plaintiffs. The court did not declare the
result of the lawsuit until February 2016.3* One of the interviewees told this process
during our interview:

Afterwards, the company tried to enter the Cerattepe region within a new

EIA. How can we [the city inhabitants] react to a project? We are suing in the

most democratic way. We don’t break, we don’t spill, we don’t make a scene.

We are filing a lawsuit and you consider it invalid.... In July 2015, a second

lawsuit was filed with 751 people, and 61 lawyers participated from all

around the country. Until February 2016, there was no change in the file.

(Interview 3) (see Appendix D, 26)

In June 2015, the local community started to keep a watch that has been

sustained for 245 days in the Cerattepe region when the legal decision that canceled

33 According to the 2009/7 memorandum, when one of the reasons for the cancellation is corrected in
the EIA report cancelled by the court, it could be submitted as a new EIA report to the court.
(Interview 3) After the corporation prepared new EIA report, the lawsuit that achieved to cancel the
previous EIA became invalid. (Interview 3)

34 Because from July 2015 to February 2016, the court did not decide a stay of execution for the
project, the corporation tried to enter the mining region in Cerattepe. (Interview 3)
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the EIA report became invalid (Interview 3). This protest was violently suppressed
by the law enforcement in February 2016. After this violent suppression, the local
community started losing their hope to stop the project. When | asked about their
experiences of the vigil protest during my fieldwork in Artvin, the interviewees
mentioned their disappointment with regard to the state. The community members
also lost their confidence in law and courts. For example, one of the women shot by a
police bullet in February 2016 mentioned how the state could exert violence on its
people:

When | was shot, | cried a lot, why the state treats people like this. That

morning [the morning that the police forces intervened in the vigil protest in

Artvin] at around 4 am | woke up to a sound. Young people were on guard.

There are three bends between my house and that area where the vigil protest

has been continued. | heard the footsteps of the police in the sound of that

night. At that moment, I said it’s over, the state has sacrificed us... I started
crying... You think about your children, you think about your future, and you
really think you don’t deserve this [violent atmosphere] ... I’ve never seen
something like this in my life... It feels very painful to experience these...It is
very sad that the state sacrifices so many people just because a company will
win. It takes away the future of your children. (Interview 15) (see Appendix

D, 27)

To end the vigil protest in the Cerattepe region, the law enforcement forces
were brought from the surrounding provinces of Artvin. Most interviewees
emphasized that it was their first time facing the pepper spray and the police forces
(Interview 1, 3, & 15). The community members said that their mobilization was
peaceful, and they did not respond to the state forces violently (Interview 1, 2, 3, 7,
& 16). At the same time, they recognized that the state violently suppressed its
people for the benefits of the corporation. In the interviews, these people repeatedly
pointed out to the alliance between the state and the corporation when | asked them
about state violence:

The state can break anything by force. Nobody is in the mood to draw a gun,

but after all, Cengiz Holding was not a company, we have seen this again. As
such, they are a group that has the power to do anything. This should not have
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been done to these people [Artvin community]. These people spoke in the

most peaceful language. They didn’t swear, they didn’t do anything. The

police cursed the women. It also undermines the trust in police. What you call
the state is the security force. The people [protesting the mining operation]
say that our country is being robbed, firstly, and secondly, we cannot live

here yet, we are not rich, there is nothing.... (Interview 7) (see Appendix D,

28)

After these violent days, the representatives of YAD went to Ankara with
members of the Artvin municipality governed by AKP*® to meet the prime minister,
Ahmet Davutoglu, in 2016. At the end of the meeting, Ahmet Davutoglu (2016)
announced that until the lawsuit®® against the proposed mining project in Cerattepe
ended, the mining operation would not be started. The corporation did not enter the
region until the last lawsuit was lost (Interview 3). In 2017, however, the mining
project started to operate in full force.

After the operation of the mining project and the police violence, the
corporation’s activities aimed to break up environmental mobilization in Artvin. In
this sense, corporate representatives tried to get the support of the Artvin people by
eroding the mobilization. For example, the corporation founded an association
namely Our Artvin Platform Association (Bizim Artvin Platformu Dernegi in
Turkish), and paid a salary to those who joined this association as explained below:

At that time, there were fabricated associations established by the mining

company here [in Artvin]. There are associations that they [the members of

Cengiz Holding] set up by giving money. [Their fabricated association was]

named as Our Artvin Platform Association... It was giving five thousand

Turkish liras monthly to twelve people [who are the members of this

association to support the project]. These are the things that were established

to divide this society and deter people from this struggle... Apart from that,

there are groups who will make profit from the mining operation in Cerattepe
like truckers.... (Interview 3) (see Appendix D, 29)

3 Between 2014 and 2019, the Artvin municipality was governed by AKP.
% He refers to the lawsuit issued in July 2015 with the participation of 751 plaintiffs.
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At the same time, when the local community faced injustice because of the
court’s decision, some people agreed to collaborate with the corporation for
economic benefits. One of the interviewees explained:

After the decision of the court, social breakdowns begin. While you were
successful [against the mining project] previously, there were a lot of people
around you [to support the struggle]. But in times of defeat, interest groups
leave [the struggle] quickly. Here’s the sad thing. There may be employees in
the company who are worried about work. But the company forces the people
who are at the front of the struggle to work for the cooperation, especially the
people from the left ideology. In this process, there is no company-state
distinction. Everyone knows who the big partner of this company is. In this
case, no public administrator does anything to oppose the company in the
way. (Interview 3) (see Appendix D, 30)

In this sense, the daily routine of the local community and the relations among the
inhabitants are affected by the corporation’s activities that aimed to convince the
people to collaborate with them. The community members against the project
stopped communicating with those who ally with the corporation for economic
benefits. This situation also leads to the feeling of hopelessness because the
inhabitants believed that if the community relations were broken up and the people
started to support the mining activity in Cerattepe, the environmental mobilization
became latent. One of the shopkeepers in the city center explained his feelings about
the environmental mobilization during our interview:
Economically, we do not have problems because of the mining activity. Let
me tell you personally, I am a shopkeeper and when someone supporting the
mining project came to my shop, | refused to cooperate with him. After a
while, these people who support mining no longer visit my shop... I am less
competitive with those who support mining activity in Cerattepe [because |
refuse to cooperate with mining supporters economically] ... I will earn my
money, but my chances of economic competition are decreasing because the
people collaborating with the mining company have more chances to grow
economically. I’'m losing my chance to grow economically. [Because of

economic reasons] people’s resistance is breaking down. So, everyone may
gradually surrender. (Interview 16) (see Appendix D, 31)
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Additionally, the state suppression has been continuing in the city since
February 2016. Because of the fear of suppression, many inhabitants, especially
officeholders and teachers, abandoned active participation in the activities of YAD.
Several people were subject to punitive measures taken by the courts and/or law
enforcement system just because they were participating in mass protests in
Cerattepe in February 2016. At the same time, after the military coup attempt in the
July 2016%, the government declared a state of emergency in Artvin to curb the mass
mobilization of the community.

Everyone was punished for their actions and the vigil they kept. For a while,

they [the state] inhibited any action [to suppress any protest against the

corporation in Artvin]. All kinds of press statements, the right to protest, the
right to march... It is forbidden in many places in Turkey [during a state of
emergency between 2016 and 2018], but they also brought a state of
emergency in Artvin. Using Cerattepe as an excuse, they created a policy to
extinguish all opposition and to limit the opposition’s range of action.

(Interview 14) (see Appendix D, 32)

After the vigil protest was fiercely suppressed by the law enforcement, the
prime minister labelled the Artvin people as “yavru gezici (Erdogan, 2016)”,
referring to the Gezi resistance that occurred in istanbul in 2013. Likewise,
mainstream media was referring to the protestors as “terrorists”. Many of the Artvin
people were discouraged because of the fear of being labelled as terrorists in Artvin.
Moreover, they knew that all decisions are made by the prime minister. In this sense,
one of the interviewees emphasized that if the prime minister did not permit the
mining operation, it would not start to operate in Cerattepe (Interview 2).

Overall, the mobilization during the Cengiz Holding era was very exhausting

for the Artvin people. On the one hand, the Cengiz Holding was not a Canadian

37 In July 2016, a military coup was attempted by a group of soldiers from Turkish Armed Forces.
Retrieved from: https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/15 Temmuz Darbe Girigimi. Then, for two years, state
of emergency has declared in Turkey. During this period, protests and marches were banned by the
executive order. Artvin is one of the important examples of these bans.
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company but rather the owner of the corporation having a close relationship with the
AKP government. | argue that the starting of the copper mining activity is related to
the alliances among the state and the corporation, and the community recognized
these relations. On the other hand, the local community organized a vigil protest in
the Cerattepe region to cede the corporation for 245 days and brought the lawsuit, the
biggest environmental lawsuit of Turkey with 751 participants, including the Turkish
Association of Bars, TMMOB, political parties, environmental organizations, labor
unions, Artvin associations, and 61 lawyers.3® Despite these struggles, the
environmental justice success could not be achieved. Many people I interviewed
during my field work in Artvin emphasized the erosion of law and bureaucracy in
Turkey:

The conditions of that time are not the same as the conditions of today. The
current political pressure, social pressure did not exist at that time. At that
time [1990s and early 2000s] this association [Green Artvin Association] was
established with the idea given by the governor of the time. Our current
governors preferred to be on the side of the company rather than being with
the inhabitants. That’s why we couldn’t put up a strong fight. If you don’t
have bureaucratic support, say whatever you want locally, that idea will have
no validity. It cannot be done. Bureaucracy matters. There is no one behind us
[in our mining opposition]. MPs do not support us. (Interview 16) (see
Appendix D, 33)

The court has decided. Under these conditions, minerals cannot be extracted
from this habitat [in a lawsuit that we won in 2015]. The court said “Either
Artvin or mine!” and took his stance in favor of Artvin. This decision was
made in the Council of State. Now, you know, there is a talk about old
Turkey. If [we lived in] the old Turkey which was not governed by a one-man
order, if there was no dictatorship, if there was no process in which the
judiciary, the executive, the legislature was gathered in one hand, the law
would still be on our side. The law will be on our side and there will be no
chance for this mine to be here. Yet, it says that | will run the country like a
company with capitalist logic right now [so the mining project is operating
there]. (Interview 17) (see Appendix D, 34)

38 In this process, the vigil protest in Cerattepe was sustained by the Artvin community.
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| argue that for the Artvin community, the only way to achieve environmental
justice success for the local community in Artvin is to affirm the court’s decision to
cancel the EIA report. In the current situation of Turkey, it is less likely to achieve
environmental justice success because the governmental policies continue to expand
mining areas in Artvin and all around the country. So, according to many locals |
interviewed, it is necessary to overthrow the AKP government in Turkey for any
kind of environmental justice success (Interview 1, 3, 14, 16, & 17). Even if many
inhabitants do not actively participate in environmental mobilization in Artvin and do
lose their hopes for environmental justice nowadays, YAD continues to pursue
lawsuits against and prepare reports of the environmental hazards of the mining
operation. | argue that YAD became a symbol that enables the local community
members to boost their hopes because many inhabitants who are against the mining
operation completely trust the members of the association.

So, the emergence of an umbrella environmental organization is significant
for the continuation of environmental mobilization in the long run. Even if the
mobilization became latent or started to get slowed down, it would have power to
bring diverse actors together again. To understand the reasons for how the Green
Artvin Association achieved to be maintained by the local actors over two decades,
in the next part of this chapter, | analyze the organization strategies and the forms of

mobilization in the continuation of the Cerattepe environmental movement.

3.3 The organization strategies of the Artvin community: Historical and cultural
characteristics of the place
... the association did everything it aimed to do [to stop the proposed mining
projects]. Its members said everything they wanted to say, they were not

afraid of anyone, they didn’t hesitate... The biggest problems we experience
are the situations in which the officers participated in the environmental
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struggle [against the mining project] ... [Since then] those who believe that

we failed in the environmental struggle say that the numbers of the people

against the mining project are decreasing. [Yet], we are still sharing common
matters and visions against the mining threat [in the community]. However,
people who are mobbed cannot actively participate in protests [due to
economic reasons]. [Still] the effort of the association is good... Trying to
gather everyone in the same place at the same time, trying to find a middle
ground even if you don’t like it, being warm to every idea, behaving well
even if you don’t like it, strengthened this struggle. Frankly, it made us want

to be in it. (Interview 16) (see Appendix D, 35)

Despite the corporation’s activities that aim to break up the community’s unity under
YAD and the state violence that attempts to suppress the community’s opposition,
most inhabitants emphasize their love of the city, and they stubbornly defend their
habitat and livelihood. Since some people who allied with the Cengiz Holding after
the copper mining project started their own pro-mining mobilization and propaganda
activities, the resulting fractures in the environmental movement led some others,
anti-mining people in Artvin, to feel despair about the future. Yet, they believe that
someday the Artvin community would massively protest the corporation as long as
YAD continues to be active in the city.

To understand how the inhabitants maintain environmental mobilization in
the city despite the uneasy feelings of the current situation, we should pay attention
to the organizational strategies of the environmental movement and YAD. First, an
umbrella environmental organization with horizontal and democratic decision-
making mechanisms was crucial for the Artvin people who can share a common
ground and a joint vision to protest mining projects in Artvin through grassroots
environmental activism by bringing the whole community together. Second, the
city’s history contributed to the maintenance of the environmental movement under
an umbrella environmental organization through democratic and participatory

decision-making processes. Lastly, cultural characteristics of the place affected the

organization of the inhabitants contributing to a long-lasting environmental
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movement. So, in this part of the chapter, | shed light on the history, culture, and
decision-making processes that bring the community members together against a
common threat to create a place-based environmental movement.

The critical element that enabled the environmental movement to survive in
the city over two decades is the presence of YAD identified as the Artvin people as a
supra-political association. | contend that the establishment of a supra-political
organization is a strategic shift to create a common ground among the local
community against a common threat and to maintain environmental mobilization for
several years. Most inhabitants agree on how the supra-political organization of
YAD was vital to persuade many inhabitants to oppose the mining project in the city
because this kind of organization enabled them to equally represent different
groups/platforms/local organizations and different political parties:

... at the beginning of the environmental struggle when YAD was
established, we did something like this: This struggle is not a political
struggle of any party, a group, or an opinion. We told the society that this is in
the interest of all people in Artvin, the struggle for life, and if we base it on a
political party, if we launch it as a struggle for an opinion, we lose it from the
beginning. The reason why our struggle continues for a long time is that this
struggle is adopted by large segments of the community, that is, it is accepted
as a struggle for life. (Interview 8) (see Appendix D, 36)

YAD is organized by stating that it is not a political institution. I think this is
the right thing about the environmental movement. Because when the
Cerattepe vigil protest started in February 2016, while there were leftists,
there were also rightists. We cannot forget this cooperation among the
rightists and leftists. If we look at the current situation, there were people
from the left as well as from the right who abandoned their environmental
struggle...But there were also nationalists in action that day. In my opinion,
this is the success of YAD. Meetings are held. Sometimes representatives of
all NGOs from all parties are called. In this last thing [the period after the
mine started to be extracted in Cerattepe], only the AKP does not participate
in meetings concerning mining issues in the city, although its members are
invited. There was even a person from MHP in the administration, and he left
the administration because the MHP did not want him to participate in these
meetings anymore. YAD always said it was in the middle. Because this
struggle is not a political struggle. (Interview 13) (see Appendix D, 37)
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In addition to the presence of a supra-political organization that brings the
whole community together, with a leftist historical background in this city, the local
community could quickly organize and mobilize thanks to the experiences of those
who were politically mobilized until the military coup. When the mining threat
appeared in the late 1980s, those whose political organizations were closed by the
state during the 1980 military coup adopted their previous experiences of how a
movement could be established and mobilized to struggle against the proposed
mining project. After the suppression of the political activities in Artvin, the
resistance culture of the leftist people could be utilized through environmental
mobilization. One of the interviewees emphasized the historical difference of the
place above:

The culture of enlightenment was created until the 1980s in Artvin. This
progressive social climate created an incredible social organization and power
in the September 12" era. It created a progressive wave. The most powerful
organization at that time was the Dev-Yol. It had been the most known leftist
movement in Turkey. Artvin is the province where it has many supporters
after Ankara... This is something that shows that Artvin has another history
[beyond the history of the environmental movement]. The reason why Dev-
Yol was so well organized at that time was its working and organization style.
It was to establish one-to-one contact with people... At that time, they were
able to have a very tight organization in a very short time with a planned and
programmed study directly on the problems that people faced and
experienced in Artvin. Of course, there was the September 12" coup, and
those people did not evaporate suddenly. Of course, a lot of people lost their
lives - very qualified people lost their lives at that time - a lot of people had to
migrate to other provinces ... but of course they did not evaporate, some of
them continued to live in Artvin. At least the culture they created survived.
Culture of resistance, culture of organization... When the issue came back to
Cerattepe... They created a culture of resistance against the seizure of lands
here by capitalists who had never been to Artvin before. (Interview 14) (see
Appendix D, 38)

The resistance culture rooted in the history of the place created an atmosphere
that grassroots environmental activism flourished within alliances among diverse
actors whose political and ideological views were sharply distinct from each other.

The organization’s strategy based on neighborhood committees founded to mobilize
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grassroots activism before the military coup contributed to the establishment of YAD
that brought the whole community together, including both leftist and rightist
political parties, shopkeepers, NGOs, and local authorities, sharing a common
problem, to protect the city (Interview 14). In this vein, the struggle for the place
became a common matter for these people because the city is an important place for
them as a space where they live and act (Escobar, 2008). In this respect, | argue that
the history of the city enabled the community to constitute democratic, participatory,
and transparent decision-making processes under YAD. The interviewees explained
that the administration of association has never made top-down decisions in an
authoritative way (Interview 17). Also, another interviewee identified this
organization structure with his/her own words:
Different people made decisions through different organizations that brought
together legitimacy and militancy, and a course of action was formed
accordingly. There was also a lot of confidence among the inhabitants of the
city. It was a situation that required an important virtue to be able to create
transparent processes and a cooperation among the people from different
segments of the society, both inside and outside villages of Artvin with its

political party, its association, its headman, and to make people from there a
part of the resistance. (Interview 14) (see Appendix D, 39)

A distinct cultural atmosphere is another element that contributed to the
creation of a supra-political environmental movement in the city. As previously
explained in Chapter 1 and the beginning of this chapter, low density of the
population makes the people know each other very well. It becomes more likely that
the people can develop trustful relations and create solidarities. According to many
of the interviewees, the small size of the city and the low density of population give
this place a cultural character that is transferred from one generation to another
(Interview 1, 3, 7, 10, & 17). As a result of the confidence and solidarity relations
that shape cultural character of the place, the inhabitants who had different views and

ideologies were not sharply contrasted with each other (Interview 6 & 7). Thus, |
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assert that the city’s culture enabled the whole community to come together with
confidence and solidarity to struggle for their place and maintain the environmental
movement over two decades within a supra-political organization.
Artvin’s sociological structure makes the organization of diverse actors
possible. Also, the sensitivity of YAD is very important. We are also
members of that association. In the meetings we held, from left to right, from
headmen to associations, they were all present. In those meetings, we were
very careful about our language and our discourse. We used a more
environmentally oriented language. Instead of using political language, we
were using a language about how much it would affect our daily life and we
were finding the common point at that time. We were careful not to hurt
anyone. Although there are some who think this is a mistake, I don’t think so.
YAD has always kept this line. (Interview 6) (see Appendix D, 41)
Consequently, I claim that in Artvin, the cultural and historical features of the
place are significant to comprehend the creation of a supra-political organization and
a common ground despite political and ideological differences. Even if the
community sometimes feels despair because of the state suppression and the copper
mining operation, they mention the maintenance of this environmental movement as
a significant success for them. So, | argue that an umbrella environmental
organization with participatory, transparent, and democratic decision-making

processes is vital to maintain a movement and create alliances among local actors by

coming together with a common ground.

3.4 Forms of mobilization: The Cerattepe movement as a knowledge production
space

Over two decades, the Artvin community organized various forms of mobilization to
cede the proposed/operated mining projects and environmental hazards. These forms
of mobilization include petition campaigns, legal action, street protests, as well as
knowledge production. In this part of the chapter, | emphasize the forms of

mobilization and how they had impacts on the continuation/breaking of the Cerattepe
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environmental movement. Through activist knowledge, in Artvin, the local
community persuades the city dwellers for mining opposition and challenges the
hierarchical relations between the knowledge of academics and local community, so
| argue that knowledge production becomes a vital element for the mobilization of
the Cerattepe environmental movement.

Knowledge production is the effective form of mobilization that contributed
to maintaining the environmental movement in Artvin. From the beginning of the
ecological struggle, the community members ally with the academics to organize
panels about mining hazards, water pollution, air contamination, and health issues
related to environmental degradation (Interview 1, 3, 7, 14, 16, & 18). Thanks to the
credibility of scientific information, YAD appealed to the whole community to
struggle for defending the place against the mining project and ecological
destruction. One of the interviewees emphasized: “In this process, we did not believe
anything that the scientists did not say. Based on what they said, we issued our
lawsuits.”% (Interview 3)

Knowledge production created an alternative space (Temper et al. 2015) that
allied the Artvin community with academics, so through co-producing knowledge, in
Artvin, the hierarchical ways of making science were challenged. For example, the
members of YAD marked the proposed/operated projects on the maps in alliance
with academics. While preparing the maps, local knowledge was integrated into
professional, scientific knowledge/information. Through these maps, the places that
the mining operation would damage are concretely indicated to the community
members.

Teachers mark those maps. Ore stock area, open operation field, etc... They
mark them, and we understand the details. We share our knowledge about the

% Translated from: “Biz bu siiregte gergekten de bilim insanlarmin sdylemedigi higbir seyi
sahiplenmedik. Onlarin sdylediklerinden hareketle hukuksal siireci yiiriittiik.”
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region with academics. Then, they make a mapping. This is what happens
when others are in their field. Everyone expresses their opinions in their own
field, and according to that, we both prepare for the courts and create
scientific reports. It doesn't happen otherwise... [ Afterwards, to inform the
public with maps...] We explain it simply. This is basically what we’re
talking about. When you see it, that is, when you use the image, it is more
effective than telling it by reciting. So, this has been a very successful study.
We went door to door. We take this in our hands, there is a day in such and
such places, the women gathered in the garden are waiting for us.
Neighborhood by neighborhood we have this in our hands... We didn’t turn
our backs on it. If someone asks a question about the map, how would we
answer? First, we told the teacher friends. How will we explain the map to
those who do not know about it? (Interview 1) (see Appendix D, 41)

Until 2016, the legal action and petition campaigns were affecting the state’s
decision over the mining project; yet, with the erosion of the law in Turkey, the local
community started to discredit the power of legal action and petition campaigns. The
petition campaigns were significant in creating alliances with bureaucratic actors and
political parties and persuading them for mining opposition. The local community
used academic and scientific knowledge to indicate mining hazards to bureaucratic
and political actors when they submitted petitions against mining projects in the city
in 2002 and 2016. At the same time, the scientific knowledge produced by academics
became vital evidence to indicate environmental hazards in the lawsuit.

We made an international signature campaign with the contribution of the
Foresters’ Association. We used to go to every bureaucrat and tell them. We
were explaining the ecological structure and why it shouldn’t be here with
scientific data. For us to be able to do this, these scientists had to come here
over the years to examine and report them. We could not have done this
without their contribution. In fact, scientists are not very numerous. We have
dozens of universities, but most of them do not support our struggle. Their
voices are not heard, it is sad to say they are scientists. He should convey
what he knows to be true, but he does not use it for the benefit of society. In
other words, they turned into three monkeys...Real scientists take
responsibility, they are very few... The publication of a report by Artvin
Forestry Faculty in 2006 is an important example. They did it, they published
it, passing it through the academic board, and we used it in court. (Interview
1) (see Appendix D, 42)
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Additionally, the bullfight fests in Kafkasor have turned into an
environmental mobilization event since the 1990s. Every year, the Artvin community
emphasized the importance of the mining issue during the fests. | argue that Kafkasor
is a place where the community breathes, enjoys, lives, and acts, and then within the
mining issue, this place became a social movement space for the inhabitants of the
city. One of the interviewees emphasized how Kafkasor is significant for the
memories of environmental mobilization:

Something stuck in my memory. In 1998, Ziilfii Livaneli concert was held in

Kafkasor, and the theme was “No to Mines”. [ was 6 years old then. Again,

when | was 6-7 years old, “Don't Let Artvin’s Green Fade, No to the Mine!” I

was seeing stickers. It was in my head too. | grew up with a memory of the

mine being a bad thing. Something came out of those codes in the city, that is,

a young person from Artvin who grew up here actually understood that the

mine was a bad thing because of the activities and posters around him. | was a

teenager growing up at that time. In those years, | was beginning to learn that

this mine would harm Artvin and destroy Artvin. (Interview 14) (see

Appendix D, 43)

In addition to knowledge production, legal action, and petition campaigns as a
form of mobilization, the vigil in Cerattepe place for 245 days was a radical form of
mobilization in Artvin. The main reason for keeping a vigil in Cerattepe is that the
inhabitants lost their trust for lawsuits when the corporation that attempted to enter
the mining site for the operation in 2015 did not respect the court’s decision
(Interview 3). Like Kafkasor, through the vigil protest, Cerattepe became a social
movement space for the local community, while the protest in Cerattepe has
considerably affected the relations among the inhabitants in the city center. Most
interviewees mentioned how the relations among the community members were
dynamic and how many people waited to keep a watch in Cerattepe. In this process,

everyone hoped to cede the proposed project with their bodies, organization,

mobilization, and solidarity in Cerattepe (Interview 2, 9, & 11).
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Thus, I claim that the different forms of mobilization were significant for
maintaining the Cerattepe environmental movement over two decades. Knowledge
production is the most considerable element for this environmental mobilization
because it persuaded most inhabitants about mining hazards and proved these
hazards to the court. At the same time, knowledge-production is used as a tool to
organize a social movement (Escobar, 2008; Temper et al., 2015) while converging
local knowledge with academic knowledge (Temper et al., 2015). The vigil protest is
another form of mobilization that deserves attention because it is organized as the
last chance to cede the proposed project when the community loses its hopes for the
law and bureaucracy. Although the community members usually identified this form
of mobilization as a successful strategy, many of them were still traumatized when
they remembered the memoirs of the state violence and suppression in Cerattepe.
Even so, | argue that if the people sometimes lose the hopes for environmental
justice, the supra-political character of the Cerattepe environmental movement
considerably affects forms of mobilization in the place-based struggle by enabling
the whole community to strongly ally with each other through confidence, solidarity,
and helpfulness.

Overall, I argue that the Artvin community created a place-based
environmental movement to protest the proposed/operated mining projects. The
place where their daily routine passes became a social movement space. So, the
Cerattepe anti-mining environmental movement has been shaping the daily lives of
the community members for over two decades. In the constitution of a place-based
struggle, the local actors who create grassroots environmental activism, organization
strategies, and forms of mobilization have significant impacts on bringing the whole

community under a supra-political environmental organization, YAD. Although in
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the Cengiz Holding era, the community lost hope for environmental justice success
because of the state violence and erosion of the law, the association still plays an
essential role in maintaining the environmental mobilization in the city.

Initially, in this chapter, I indicated that when the proposed cyanide mining
project was launched in the Cerattepe region, the daily routine of the local
community would be broken due to environmental hazards, health issues, air and
water pollution, and noise. | argued that these people opposed the mining activity in
their place through the environmentalism of the poor who defended their livelihood
(Martinez-Alier, 2002). | revealed that the history of the city contributed to the
organization of the place-based struggle and the continuation of the movement over
two decades. Through environmentalism of the malcontent (Adaman et al., 2015),
the leftist and socialist people used their previous experience to create a supra-
political environmental movement with horizontal and democratic ways of
organizing the local community. So, | argued that even if the community members
had different understandings of environmentalism, they could achieve a common
ground to mobilize against the mining activity by identifying Cerattepe as a space
where they live, act, breathe, and enjoy. In this vein, I identified environmentalism of
the Artvin community as “topyekiin ¢evrecilik (Erensii, 2014, 2016, 2020)” that
distance itself from political conflicts between leftist and rightis ideologies, so supra-
political character of the movement was a strategic shift to create grassroots activism
to defend the city, environment, and the place. Also, | focused on the state and the
corporations’ roles to debate over environmental justice success. I recognized that
even if these people radically protest environmental degradation in their city, the
only way to achieve environmental justice success is to stop the proposed/operated

projects by the court decision.
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Additionally, | emphasized the organizational strategies that contribute to the
maintenance of the environmental movement in Artvin. | maintained that the
umbrella environmental organization, YAD, is significant for bringing the whole
community together over two years. In this vein, the historical background of Artvin
is an essential element that enabled the local community to agree on the founding
supra-political organization. Thanks to the previous experiences of socialist and
leftist people, YAD achieved to be organized through horizontal and democratic
decision-making mechanisms and transparent knowledge to enable the community
members to trust each other and reach a common ground.

Lastly, I argued that knowledge production is a confident way to enable the
community members to learn about mining hazards. When they were scientifically
informed about environmental degradation, they tended to see the environmental
issue as supra-political and transformed ecological conflict into a place-based
environmental movement. At the same time, | maintained that the Cerattepe
environmental movement was a critical example of creating a knowledge-production
space (Escobar, 2008; Temper et al., 2015). By breaking up hierarchical ways of
knowledge production, both academics and community members produced
knowledge about environmental issues. | could say that the Cerattepe environmental
movement used knowledge production as a significant tool to continue the struggle

over two decades.
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CHAPTER 4
ECOLOGICAL STRUGGLES IN CANAKKALE: ENVIRONMENTALISM OF

THE URBANITE AND ENVIRONMENTALISM OF THE POOR

Canakkale is a city located in the Biga Peninsula in the Northwestern Aegean of
Turkey with a variety of endemic species, natural forests, and peculiar flora and
fauna. The Biga Peninsula covers the area from Edremit to Akc¢ay including Giire,
Altmoluk, Kii¢iikkuyu, Ezine, Can, Bayramig, Gonen, and Yenice, and, most
importantly, includes Mount Ida, which shapes the entire ecosystem of the region
(TEMA, 2020, p.6). Mount Ida is the highest mountain of the region that extends
through the southeast of the Biga Peninsula within the borders of Canakkale and
Balikesir provinces (TEMA, 2020).

Mount Ida region is significant for wildlife around 800 plant species that
belong to 101 different families, so many natural preservation areas are located in the
region (TEMA, 2020). This region has significant water resources and fertile lands
for agriculture. The area is also important in terms of cultural heritage with Ilyada
Epos, Trojan Legend, and the first philosophy school (TEMA, 2020). In the
surrounding villages of Mount Ida, Turkomans, nomads, and Bulgarian immigrants
inhabit, all of which maintain their traditional customs and cultures (TEMA, 2020).%°

The region is geographically characterized by its strategic location. The
location, close to Istanbul and Dardanelles (Canakkale Bogaz: in Turkish) and
surrounded by many holiday destinations, makes this area a transition point for
travelers from Istanbul and other cities of the Thrace region to the Aegean region.

Also, Canakkale is a place where the people have migrated from metropolitan cities

40 For local inhabitants, olive cultivation is an important way to earn livelihood thanks to the region’s
suitable climate. Also, those who migrate from Istanbul to this region cultivate olives.
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like Istanbul, Ankara, and Izmir in recent years. The districts including Kiiciikkuyu
and Bayramig are the popular places where the people have settled to escape from
the difficulties of urban life and to create a lifestyle more engaged with ecological
and agricultural activities (Aynali Pazar, 2020; Erten, 2021).4

In this region, thermal power plants and the proposed mining projects are
severe threats to biodiversity, culture, agriculture, and the livelihood of the
inhabitants in the region. In the 1990s, the first mining explorations were started in
the region by mining companies and the state, and different companies gained
mining licenses for their activities. Until the beginning of the 2000s, these companies
have not launched any operation for the extraction activity. In the region, the first
mobilization of the local actors including local inhabitants, municipality, civil society
members, and summer residents, were organized to protest the Bahgedere mining
project in 2007 (Avci, 2008). These protestors filed a lawsuit and succeeded in
canceling the Bahgedere gold mining license. Until 2012, the mining issue did not
mainly occupy the agenda of the inhabitants due to the success of blocking the
proposed project in the Bahgedere district (Olcan, 2019).

Currently, 76% of the Mount Ida region is licensed for extractive activities
with the proposed mining projects by the state (TEMA, 2020). The proposed Kirazl
cyanide gold mining project is one of these licenses owned by the Canadian Alamos
Gold Company and its subsidiary company East Biga Mining in 2009. Even if
Alamos Gold Corporation withdrew from the project in October 2020 after the mass

protests that have continued over a year in the Balabanli Hill*? by environmental

41 Since the last year, the coronavirus pandemic has triggered the population boom in this region.
Many who escape from the large cities due to the tight restrictions in the cities rented houses and
moved to this region’s surrounding villages, like Camtepe and Adatepe, and districts, like Kucukkuyu
and Assos. (Interview 21)

42 It is a place where the Kirazli gold mining project was proposed in the Kirazli village of Canakkale.
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activists, the company is still threatening the region with the other licenses, namely
Mount Agi and Camyurt projects. In the Kirazli environmental movement, one of the
reasons for opposition to the proposed project is water contamination. If the mining
project had undertaken its operation, the Atikhisar dam, the main water resource of
the Canakkale province, would be polluted by mining activity. The protestors who
come from different regions across the country opposed the project due to
environmental degradation, ecological destruction, air pollution, water
contamination, soil erosion, and undemocratic decision-making of the current

government.

@ sehic Merkezi
@ ilge Merkezi

Aktif Ruhsat Alani (Arama)
I Aktif Ruhsat Alani (Isletme)
I ihale Ruhsat Alani

Fig. 2: A map of the declared mining areas in Mount Ida region (TEMA, 2020)
In this chapter, | specifically focus on the province of Canakkale to study the
Kirazli environmental movement. In the Kirazli anti-mining environmental

movement, the main local actors are the Canakkale municipality, the representatives
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from the NGOs, and the inhabitants living in the surrounding districts like
Kiiciikkuyu and Bayramig. In the Balabanli Hill, the mining corporation cut down
195 thousand trees in 2019. When the images of damages in the region were shared
on social media by TEMA, thousands of people from Canakkale, surrounding
districts and provinces, Istanbul, and the rest of the country were mobilized to protest
the tree slaughter in Kirazli village of the Mount Ida region. This strong mobilization
has continued over a year through keeping a watch on the Balabanli Hill to prevent
the corporation from entering the mining site.

During the organization of mass protests and the watchkeeping on the hill, the
conflicts among local actors, including city dwellers, summer residents, and the
inhabitants who migrate to Canakkale from istanbul led to the failure of grassroots
environmental activism®, In the Kirazli environmental movement, the local actors
could not be organized under an umbrella local environmental association against a
common threat. Among the supporters of the cause including but not limited to
environmentalists and civil society organizations all around the country, some
members of the Canakkale community allied with actors at national scale to organize
environmental protests in Balabanli Hill, while others did not want to include those
that are not living in Canakkale or migrated to Canakkale recently in the local
decision-making processes. Unlike the Artvin community, the Canakkale community
was organized under different platforms against the mining project embracing
different approaches to environmentalism.

To understand the characteristics of the environmental movement in the

Mount Ida region, the region’s geographic location deserves special attention. The

43 When | refer to grassroots environmental activism, | aim to describe the organization of city
inhabitants against the mining threat through democratic and participatory decision-making processes
under an umbrella association.

91



people who migrated from Istanbul and started to live in this place to create a new
life more in touch with nature have a different understanding of environmentalism
than those living in Canakkale already. I call the environmentalism of the former as
environmentalism of the urbanite while I identify the latter group of inhabitants as
environmentalism of the poor. | argue that in Canakkale, the conflicts among
environmentalism of the urbanite and environmentalism of the poor differentiated the
organization and mobilization of the Kirazli environmental movement from the
Cerattepe anti-mining environmental movement.

The different kinds of environmentalism could not reach a common ground
against the mining threat because, in Canakkale, the environmental struggle did not
stem from a place-based struggle. Through the environmental struggles, the city does
not turn into a social movement space like the Artvin case because the mining area is
far away from the city center. On the one hand, unlike Cerattepe, Balabanli Hill is
not a location where the city inhabitants can view the potential destruction from the
city center, and the ecological degradation of this place does not necessarily impact
on their daily routine immediately. On the other hand, while many people coming
from Istanbul and other cities were protesting the proposed mining project and
environmental degradation in the Mount Ida region across the country, the region
that the people defend is not a place where they live in and act. Many of these people
participated in the environmental mobilization to protest the current government’s
policies in general. | argue that the Kirazli environmental movement opened a space
for those who opposed governmental policies to voice their opinions.

Hence, in this chapter of the thesis, | aim to focus on the Kirazli anti-mining
environmental movement to explain the failure of grassroots environmental activism

and the conflicts among diverse actors who organize mass protests in Balabanli Hill.
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I initially explained the actors of this movement while emphasizing why the
inhabitants protested the proposed mining project. I aim to focus on the state and the
corporation to discuss environmental justice success and the reasons of withdrawal of
the corporation compared to the Cerattepe project. Second, | emphasize the
organization strategies to shed light on the conflicts and disagreements among
diverse actors. Lastly, | discuss the mobilization strategies, especially watchkeeping

protests that have been continued for over a year.

4.1 The diverse actors of ecological conflicts against the Canadian company and the

state

4.1.1 Urbanite environmental movement: Who is the local actor in the Kirazli
ecological struggle?
In Canakkale, the environmental mobilization organized in 2007 enabled diverse
actors, especially local inhabitants to come together against a common threat of
mining issues. The actors who came together to mobilize against the gold mining
project organized different platforms/groups/associations to defend their livelihood.
When new areas were declared as mining sites in 2009 and later in the 2010s, these
organizations contributed to the mobilization of the people more rapidly in alliance
with diverse actors at the national scale. However, during this process, the main
driver of the environmental movement was the Canakkale municipality in alliances
with the local NGOs in Canakkale.

Although the Kirazli environmental movement attracted the attention of
various people all around the country, during the process of vigil protest called

“Water and Conscience Watch” (Su ve Vicdan Nébeti in Turkish) organized by the
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Canakkale municipality and the representatives of local civil society organizations in
Balabanli Hill, the alliances among diverse actors, especially between those who
migrated to Canakkale and came to Canakkale from other cities to support the
movement and others living in there for several years, were broken because of
different understandings of environmentalism and exclusionary ways of decision-
making. So, in this part of the chapter, I aim to introduce the local actors living in
Canakkale and the surrounding districts and their motivations for the mobilization to
explain these different approaches to environmentalism.

As I'said above, the Canakkale municipality has played an essential role in
the creation of environmental movement through allying with other municipalities at
the regional scale. 34 municipalities in the region established the Ida Mountain and
Madra Mountain Environmental Platform (Kazdagi ve Madra Dagi Cevre Platformu
in Turkish) to prevent the mining threat in the region. The involvement of municipal
administrations to the environmental movement has been strengthening the
opposition groups since the beginning of environmental struggles in Canakkale. In
alliance with this municipal organization at the regional scale, the Canakkale
Municipality obtained a leading role in initiating a Water and Conscience Watch in
the Balabanli Hill in 2019. In the organization of this protest, the municipality
cooperated with Ida Solidarity Association and TMMOB, and created a Water and
Conscience Committee to organize the environmental movement through grassroots
environmental activism to preserve Atikhisar dam that meets the water demand of
Canakkale.

Ida Solidarity Association is an organization that is founded in 2015 to
achieve environmental and social justice in Canakkale (Interview 24 & 25) and allies

with the Canakkale municipality and the local NGOs of Canakkale to organize the
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environmental movement in the city. Also, when environmental issues mainly
occupied the agenda of the inhabitants in Canakkale, Ida Solidarity Association
aimed to mobilize whole inhabitants as an umbrella organization. Yet, it could not
bring the whole community together against a common environmental threat in the
city because of different approaches to environmentalism. I identify the
environmentalism of these people, including municipal actors, the representatives of
TMMOB and Ida Solidarity Association, as environmentalism of the poor. These
people oppose water contamination so that they can defend their livelihood against
the corporation because if the mining project is operated, the city’s main water
resource would be contaminated. These people, environmentalism of the poor,
identify environmental issues as non-political and contrasts with others who want to
politicize the Kirazli environmental movement (Interview 19, 20, & 25).

On the contrary, the local community involves the people who live in
Kiiciikkuyu, the small district of Canakkale, the villagers, ecologists, and the people
from the ecotourism industry. The locals consist of the people who migrated from
Istanbul and have been actively organizing environmental struggles against the
mining projects and thermal power plant projects since the beginning of the 2000s.
Those, who come from Istanbul for holidays and have summer houses in the Mount
Ida region, actively participate in the protests to cancel the project by alerting the
media (Avci, 2008). These people are organized under an association, namely
Kazda@1 Association for the Preservation of Natural and Cultural Resources**
(Kazdag1 Dogal ve Kiiltiirel Varliklart Koruma Dernegi in Turkish), founded in

2012.

41t is a local organization founded in Canakkale in order to protect natural and cultural values around
Mount Ida region. Retrieved from: http://www.kazdagim.com/dernegimiz-hakkinda/
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The people who migrated from Istanbul to Canakkale play essential roles in
the organization and mobilization of the environmental movement in Kirazli. Some
of these people are organized in the Kazdag1 Association for the Preservation of
Natural and Cultural Resources. They established a platform namely Brotherhood of
Kazdaglar1 (Kazdaglar: Kardesligi in Turkish) to debate environmental problems of
the Mount Ida region.

[Initially, we had a formation called Brotherhood of Kazdaglari]...One year

before this [tree] cutting [in the Balabanli Hill], we were meeting once a

month every fortnight in Bayramic and talked about the future of gold

mining, drilling, and licensing... There are people from many movements,
including the environment or women's movement. Using this, we started to
talk about our rights and what we can do. Then, when the drone footage
appeared [on social media] and the movement was arisen, the people from
outside started to keep watch in Balaban. At that time a very large crowd of
urban people flocked there. Most of those who remained on watch were from
outside. But we had already started to organize step by step at the local level.

Naturally, the movement related to these Kazdaglar1 was also a bit urban.

(Interview 26) (see Appendix D, 44)

The Kazdag1 Association for the Preservation of Natural and Cultural Resources
allied with Brotherhood of Kazdaglari1 during the Kirazli environmental mobilization
and those who came from Istanbul to support the environmental protests that
occurred in Canakkale. They also create a group namely Kazdaglar Istanbul
Solidarity* (Kazdaglar: Istanbul Dayanismast in Turkish). 1 define the
environmentalism of these people, including both that migrated to Canakkale from
metropolitan cities and came there to support environmental mobilization, as
“environmentalism of urbanite” that contrasts with the environmentalism of the poor

who defend the livelihood. Environmentalism of the urbanite consists of those who

see environmental movement as a politicized process and believe in the importance

It is a group that is founded by those who live in Istanbul in order to protest undemocratic
governmental policies, infrastructure, mining, thermal power plant projects, and environmental
degradation. They aim to protect all living beings in the world. Retrieved from:
https://www.kazdaglariistanbul.org/hakkimizda/
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of alliances with other environmental activists all around the country. So, they
maintain watch-keeping protest in the Balabanli Hill in 2019 after Water and
Conscience Watch was ended by the municipality and some of the local NGOs. This
group sees environmental movement as a way to protest the current governmental
policies and aims to radicalize environmental activism by unmasking the relations
between environmental issues and politics (Interview 21, 26, & 27).

These people, mostly college-graduated, migrated to Canakkale at the
beginning of the 2000s and then in the 2010s to escape the urban life and they
recognized the importance of environmental issues and mining threats immediately.
In other words, they linked environmental issues with politics when environmental
issues started threatening their lifestyles also in their new living place.

I moved here in 2015. | studied environmental engineering but never worked
as one. Before | came here, | was working as a white-collar worker in
Istanbul. At that time, | was tracing the ancestral seeds. After the Gezi
movement, | started to dream of living in the countryside with my partner. |
resigned from my job in 2014. When we moved here, we lived in Camtepe
village of the Canakkale province for 2 years. When we came here, we
realized that there were important environmental problems such as dams,
thermal power plants, mines and quarries [while living there]. While we were
living in Istanbul, these did not attract our attention. We bought a piece of
land in Bahgedere. We learned that mining drillings were carried out in 2007
in the area where the land we bought is located. After the struggle at that
time, the project there stopped. The reason why we [Kirazli and others] joined
the struggle was the necessity to defend our living space. (Interview 21) (see
Appendix D, 45).

We have already come here to live with nature. Afterwards, Alamos Gold
proposed the Camyurt gold mine project in a place which is close to our
village. We went to the information meeting in the village to see what it was.
It’s been about two and a half years... We learned there what a gold mine is
and the destruction it will cause... People from environmental associations
came and they told us. We saw that not many people are taking action, what
will happen [if the project is operated there] ... That’s how we started the
struggle. First, learning what the mining issue is, then we talked about how to
struggle... We opened social media accounts. We followed the litigation
processes. A year later, the same company’s permission for the mine in
Kirazli was given to the company, and the trees were cut in two and a half
months, and the top layer of the ground was stripped. (Interview 27) (see
Appendix D, 46)
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One of the interviewees mentions that her/his reason for migration to Canakkale is to
breathe in the clean air, but the mining activity would contaminate the air and
prevent her/his from living in a healthy place as she/he had dreamed before the
migration.

Firstly, I want to live in a healthy environment on my own. | came to this area

with this intention. I was living in the Mediterranean Sea. [I came there] to

live in healthy and quiet surroundings ... but unfortunately, | saw that there
was a threat to where | live right now. This is a citizen and woody
responsibility that | was supposed to take part in the struggle. Therefore, it

has taken place. (Interview 22) (see Appendix D, 47)

The members of this group who protest the proposed mining project and
continue a vigil in Balabanli Hill are more likely to create a link between
environmental issues, politics, and gender issues. While explaining the reason for
environmental mobilization, one of the interviewees emphasizes the intersection of
feminist struggle and environmental struggle:

Sarikiz*® is my sacred. Currently, these mountains have different meanings

for me. I will not change this place with gold or anything else. The spiritual

state of this place, for me, is very valuable. So, | also feel responsibility.

When both [culture and spiritual state] of them are folded, we can’t remove

our head from this struggle. My contribution to the environmental movement

was less visible than the women movement. Now, I’m also trying to continue
the ecofeminist struggle in some way because the women's movement in

Turkey has already taken the following blows. | do not see these issues as

different from each other. Someone defends the living space, defends the

right to life ... (Interview 26) (see Appendix D, 48)

| argue that these people who migrated to Canakkale in the 2000s, especially
in the 2010s, have different approaches to environmentalism when compared to those
who cooperated with the municipality, Ida Solidarity Association, and other local

NGOs. On the one hand, these people depict Canakkale as their new place and

identify themselves as local actors of environmental mobilization because they live

46 Sarikiz is a legend of the Turkmen people living in Mount Ida region.
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in the province of Canakkale and defend their livelihood against ecological
destruction. On the other hand, they define environmental issues as political and
create links between their motivations for the environmental mobilization and their
previous experiences related to various other areas of activism. Also, they adopt
environmental activism to protest the AKP’s policies and the undemocratic
atmosphere of the country, in general. Therefore, this group of people from istanbul
who considers Canakkale as their new place is more familiar with horizontal
organizational practices while politicizing environmental issues. They play essential
roles in the environmental mobilization within a new kind of environmentalism,
which I called environmentalism of urbanite in the Turkish context in addition to the
previous concepts such as environmentalism of the poor and environmentalism of the
malcontent. | argue that these inhabitants are new local actors in the province of
Canakkale with their roles and backgrounds in environmental mobilization and
organization shaped in the urban context.

On the contrary, the people organized in the Ida Solidarity Association and
allied with the municipality and other local NGOs tend to exclude environmentalism
of the urbanite from environmental mobilization and organization. I identify these
people as environmentalism of the poor who defend their livelihood against the
proposed mining project in the city. In the Kirazli environmental movement, they are
unwilling to politicize environmental issues but rather identify environmental
problems as the problem of livelihood and non-political issues. In other words, they
emphasize that the vigil in Balabanli Hill aims to defend water resources because the
Atikhisar dam meets the water demand of Canakkale. Thus, they oppose
environmentalism of the urbanite who wanted to continue the vigil in the Balabanli

Hill and perceived this as radicalization of environmental protests. Two interviewees
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explained that the people who came from Istanbul had identified their environmental
mobilization as political but these migrants or those who came from Istanbul to
support their movement should not participate in decision-making processes
(Interview 19 & 20). They added that although it had been banned to open a political
flag in the Balabanli Hill during the vigil, the people from istanbul had opened
political flags (Interview 19 & 20).

According to them, environmentalism of the urbanite are not local actors
because they have recently migrated to Canakkale or came to Canakkale for the
environmental mobilization and have not been familiar with environmental struggles
that have been continued in Canakkale since the beginning of the 2000s.

Three-four people stay there in the tent. It’s not walking in the way of this

job. This is not our struggle style. There is a preference of youth to survive

there by keeping watch. This is not our planning. They cannot put it on when
there is a 10-year environmental struggle in this city...You cannot come from

Istanbul and organize the struggle here. This struggle cannot be maintained

with a political identity. (Interview 25) (see Appendix D, 49)

Hence, | argue that when new people participate in the organization and
mobilization of the environmental movement in the city, the emerging alliances
among diverse local actors have broken, so grassroots environmental mobilization
could not be maintained through a common ground among the Canakkale community
members. Some actors who have been organizing environmental movements since
the beginning and seeing their cause as an issue of right to livelihood and in non-
political character could not come together with the newcomers of the city who have
a different approach to environmentalism, namely environmentalism of the urbanite.
However, even though the diverse actors cannot create alliances with each other, in
Canakkale, environmental mobilization is massively continuing today. On the one

hand, the groups consisting of elites migrating from Istanbul to the surrounding

districts and the people from Istanbul united under the Mount Ida Ecology Platform
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(Kazdaglar: Ekoloji Platformu in Turkish) to strengthen their alliances with each
other in February 2021. It is important that these people have stronger relations with
other environmental and ecological organizations located in different regions of
Turkey and with the Ecology Union aiming to ally with the environmental
organizations and ecological struggles at national scale. On the other hand,
municipality and local NGOs of Canakkale including Ida Solidarity Association take
responsibility for maintaining environmental struggle through legal action and press
statements in Canakkale.

In the next part of the chapter, I explain the roles of the state and the
corporation to indicate how this ongoing environmental mobilization achieved
environmental justice success. Also, in the following parts of the chapter, | will focus
on the other reasons of disagreement among environmentalism of the poor and

environmentalism of the urbanite.

4.1.2 The achievement of environmental justice success against the Canadian
corporation and the state

In Kirazli, the Canadian company Alamos Gold and its subsidiary East Biga Mining
have been trying to launch a mining operation since 2009. When Alamos Gold
started drilling works for its operation in 2009, the local NGOs, municipality, and
local inhabitants organized protests to cede the proposed project (Yazici, 2020). In
2012, Alamos Gold and East Biga Mining corporations were granted a positive EIA
for the proposed project in the Kirazli village of Canakkale. Then, the municipality
and Ida Mountain and Madra Mountain Environmental Platform issued a lawsuit to
stop the project in the Canakkale Administrative Court. In 2013, the court gave a stay

of execution decision on the exploration activities of the companies (EJ Atlas, 2019).
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Despite this decision, Alamos Gold did not leave the mining site. Moreover, in 2017,
the Union of Marmara and Ege Municipalities and the Canakkale Bar filed another
lawsuit against the activities of Alamos Gold. Yet, the company did not stop its
activities and continued to cut trees in Balabanli Hill, although the court canceled the
affirmative EIA for the project in 2018. When TEMA shared drone footage of the
region where the corporation cut 195 thousand trees, the Water and Conscience
Watch was organized by the municipality, the members of Ida Solidarity
Association, and the city council in July 2019 (bbc 2019).

Water and Conscience Watch continued until the end of August 2019, and
then the watch committee decided to end the vigil, Water and Conscience Watch, in
Balabanli Hill. The municipality and some NGOs tried to keep a symbolic watch in a
tent in the city center of Canakkale. In this symbolic tent, they aimed to keep the
memory of protest alive (Interview 19). The environmentalism of the urbanite,
however, did not want to leave the place. After August 2019, the vigil has been
continued mostly by these people. During the vigil protest that has continued for over
a year until September 2020, the protestors have faced police violence and punitive
actions.

In 2019, the company’s mining license was not renewed; yet, it did not leave
the planned project area. In September 2020, the security forces violently suppressed
the protestors. In April 2021, the company left the region while demanding
compensation from the state because the state did not renew the mining license of the
corporation in 2019. The actors against the proposed project felt a sense of
environmental justice success following the end of the project. In this part, | aim to
explain the state and the corporation’s activities to curb environmental mobilization

in Canakkale and surrounding villages.
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At the beginning of Water and Conscience Watch, East Biga Mining’s project
manager first asserted that the protestors acted with a misconception since the project
was not planned for the Mount Ida region and the Kirazli village was not located in
Mount Ida (bianet 2019). At the same time, one of the interviewees mentioned that
when the environmental protest has attracted the attention of many people across the
country, the company started increasing security measures at the entrance of the
mining site (Interview 19). The corporation tried to deceive the villagers through
school or mosque constructions and repairing of the roads. For example, in one of the
villages, close to the mining site, the company constructed an Ataturk statute to
receive the support of the villagers (Interview 19 & 20). Some of the villagers
supported the mining activity for economic reasons in the region. One of the
interviewees emphasized that the corporation bribed the villagers (Interview 26).

Likewise, the state supports the corporation’s activities to curb the
environmental mobilization. When TEMA shared drone footage of ecological
destruction in Balabanli Hill, the Ministry of Environment and Forestry also shared a
video about the state’s activities of planting trees to identify themselves as
environmentally friendly (Interview 26). One of the interviewees underlined that the
state was destroying ecology to overcome the economic crisis, and at the same time,
wanted to look as if they planted more trees than the ones cut down (Interview 27).
However, even if they planted new ones, they could not replace the old forests cut
down by the corporation (Interview 27).

During the pandemic, in June 2020, the police forces stopped the people who
went to the Balabanli Hill to support the protestors (Yesil Gazete 2020). The state
imposed fines on the people in the Balabanli Hill because of their “violation” of

pandemic rules.
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In the meantime, penalties [to the protestors in Balabanli Hill] were imposed
during the pandemic. Before the pandemic, the governor’s office banned
staying in the forest. In fact, it is a legal right, you can stay in the forest, you
can realize your right to protest, you can protect your nature... They started
imposing fines because it is forbidden to stay in the forest.... The drone was
around us every day... After that, the biggest punishments came with the
pandemic. It was winter. There was no need for a large crowd [in winter] as
the company was not working. During the pandemic, they [police forces] told
us to leave the place while there are four people left, or you will be evacuated.
We said no, the company is there, you did not take them out, why you were
taking us out, when they left, we would leave... After that, fines started
pouring in... We stayed there for two months with four people. Meanwhile, it
was not forbidden to go out into the forest anywhere in Canakkale. There was
only one road which was at the beginning of our guard area, and the
gendarmerie was waiting all day. They did not accept those who wanted to
come, saying it is forbidden. They tried to isolate us there. Then, when the
bans were lifted, the people who previously were on watch wanted to go
back. They began to penalize everyone who came. In total, 100-150 people
were fined 650 thousand liras in total. We are still paying...We’ve already
made an appeal at the courthouse. Foreclosures, bank blocks, etc. began. With
the solidarity campaign, we collected approximately200 thousand liras. We
still pay the fines. (Interview 27) (see Appendix D, 50)

In September 2020, the security forces violently suppressed the protestors and

detained them.
On the anniversary [of the first day of the vigil protest in Balabanli Hill],
Alamos was still in the field, even though it didn’t have a mining license. We
wanted to draw attention to this and celebrate the anniversary. That’s why we
were going to be in the vigil area [in Balabanli Hill] on Sunday and we were
going to make a press statement on Saturday. An hour and a half before the
press release, the police said we could not make a press statement, the
governor forbade it. We also asked for written permission.... When a friend
of ours said that a press statement was not allowed, they [security forces] took
the megaphone from him. There was great applause. Without any warning,
they dragged us into custody. (Interview 27) (see Appendix D, 51)

When they were in custody, their rights were also violated by the police. One of the

protestors detained by the police said that the police did not let them go to the

restroom when they were in custody (Piskin, 2020). Another one also said that the

police harassed them by taking their photos when they tried to change their clothes

during the police operation (Piskin, 2020).
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However, despite the state and the corporation’s activities to curb the
environmental mobilization, the protestors managed to keep a watch in the Balabanl
Hill area for over a year. Even if the police forces suppressed the protestors and
ended the vigil in the region, the Kirazli mining project was stopped when the
Alamos Gold left the region in April 2020. While I was conducting my fieldwork in
Canakkale in March 2020, the corporation had not left the region yet. As the state did
not renew the mining license of the corporation, the interviewees usually mentioned
that they achieved environmental justice success. On the contrary, even if the
corporation suspended its activity, the inhabitants are aware of threats from other
mining corporations, so they emphasized that they would not abandon the
environmental struggle. The vigil protest in Balabanli Hill was essential to raise the
consciousness of the society about the environment and ecology.

There has been a success so far. The company’s license has not been

renewed. They could not work at all due to public pressure. They destroyed

the place in two months and then they could not work at all after the shift. It’s

a success, but our struggle is not over. They can come again. We can go on

keeping vigil again. With its police and gendarmerie, they can remove us

from that place. We do not know what will happen... I argue that we have
been able to explain to people a little bit why the forest should be protected,

and it is more important than money. We need to tell more. (Interview 27)

(see Appendix D, 52)

In addition to the vigil protest, legal action is a crucial way to achieve
environmental justice success for the inhabitants. Municipality, TMMOB, the Union
of Marmara and Ege Municipalities, and the Canakkale Bar have been issuing
lawsuits against the extraction projects. Thanks to the legal action and the protests in
Balabanl1 Hill, the Kirazli mining project could be ended, and the inhabitants
achieved environmental justice success.

On the contrary, many of the interviewees agreed with the necessity for

transforming the political atmosphere to prevent ecological destruction all around the
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country. When the related laws and regulations were eroded in Turkey, it was not
possible to entirely cede the proposed projects. For example, 76% of the Mount Ida
region has been declared a mining site and shared among different corporations
(TEMA, 2020). One of the interviewees said that:

I think we are in a stuck situation right now. This is not just about mining, it’s
about the political situation in Turkey in general. There is a lot of pressure.
We are talking about a situation where almost 70 percent of Mount Ida has
been turned into a mining licensed area. Drilling news [for the proposed
mining projects] comes from everywhere. There is a project that will destroy
all of Mount Ida. Cengiz has one foot in Alamos... There is a very strong
network [among the companies] ... When we start to lose somewhere, we
will actually lose everywhere [in our environmental struggle], so you have to
stand tight. Our job is difficult as the rule of law remains in words, as they do
not recognize anything that has been won on the legal ground of the
movement, and they can even overturn the EIA annulment cases. It would not
be a problem if we were conducted with a more legal understanding. We
would have sighed as soon as we had fought and won our legal battle. But we
are not in such a situation right now. They don’t know the law either.... They
show the unmade EIA as if it has been done... There is a huge blockage due
to the failure of the law. Secondly, they have created such a great social
pressure that people find it difficult to oppose and claim their rights. People
could not mobilize because of the pressure... I think the most critical point is
that injustice starts here. We try hard, but when there is no law, it gets stuck.
Of course, as social pressure builds, something will happen there. Our aim is
to never silence the voice here, we are still trying to spread it. (Interview 21)
(see Appendix D, 53)

Hence, in the Kirazli environmental movement, Water and Conscience Watch
and the continuing vigil protest were essential to make the environmental
degradation visible and to achieve environmental justice by stopping the project. The
pandemic conditions led to the violent suppression of the vigil protest and the
violation of human rights by the police forces. In other words, the pandemic
conditions provided the state the excuse to curb the environmental mobilization. |
contend that when both environmental mobilization and legal action continue
together, it is more likely to achieve environmental justice success by putting the
company under pressure. | argue that the most critical element to achieving

environmental justice success in the context of Turkey is to transform the law and
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political atmosphere together. When the undemocratic political atmosphere has
continued and the governmental policies have eroded the law, it would not be

possible to maintain environmental justice success permanently.

4.2 The main reasons for the disagreements: the organization strategies and forms of
mobilization in the Kirazli environmental movement
The organization strategies and the forms of mobilization are critical factors that
impact the continuation of the environmental movement and the alliances among
diverse actors included in the movement. In this part of the current chapter, I shed
light on both the organization and mobilization strategies of the Kirazli
environmental movement to explain the reasons for the failure of grassroots
environmental activism, and why the alliances among environmentalism of the poor
and environmentalism of the urbanite could not be established at the local scale, or
why environmental movement could not be organized under an umbrella
environmental organization that provides a common ground for the inhabitants.

In July 2019, after the drone footage shared on social media by TEMA, the
Kirazli environmental movement became very popular and many people all around
the country, especially from Istanbul. A vigil is one of the most popular forms of
mobilization enabling large-scale and effective environmental movements. As | also
mentioned previously, in July 2019, Water and Consciousness Watch was organized
by the municipality, local NGOs of Canakkale, and the city council as stakeholders
of the grassroots activism in the area. To organize the vigil, these groups established
a committee consisting of the municipality members, city council, Ida Solidarity
Association, and TMMOB.

This committee was formed under the roof of the city council, in which there
were deputy mayors. We tried to organize the vigil and environmental
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movement here without harming the forest. The vigil was a great action, and

it was glorious. This watch was initially organized by this committee with the

support of the municipality. Afterwards, people from all over joined in. From

Artvin, Munzur, Aydin.... Support came from abroad. People from

Canakkale also participated... (Interview 24) (see Appendix D, 54)

At the beginning of the vigil organization, the associations, or groups such as
Kazdagi Association for the Preservation of Natural and Cultural Resources and
Brotherhood of Kazdaglar1 could not participate in the organization of the vigil
protest. Until Fazil Say*’s concert organized in August 2019 in Balabanli Hill, there
were no major disagreements and problems among these different groups, including
the Water and Conscience Watch committee and those from other
associations/platforms/groups, some of whom came from Istanbul, and others
migrated to Canakkale already in the recent years.

The vigil protest started. In fact, we and many associations cooperated to

organize the start of this vigil. We made campaigns and raised them. We

continued to watch. People came to keep the watch with the call of the

Aegean Marmara Municipal Union. After the Fazil Say concert, the

municipality decided to end the vigil.... Then the disagreement occurred

when they decided to end the vigil. Afterwards, our alliances with the
municipality and the associations that collaborated with the municipality have
broken, but other than that, those who were continuing to keep watch,

Kazdaglar: Kardesligi, Kazdagi Protection Association, Can Environment

Association, we continued together. The Ecology Union and so on supported

our vigil protest there, the continuity of the vigil... (Interview 26) (see

Appendix D, 55)

After the Fazil Say concert presented on August 18", 2019, the committee
decided on ending the vigil protest in Balabanli Hill and moving the protest to the
Canakkale center because of the adoption of the new security measures in the region
by the company (Interview 19 & 20). So, the disagreements among diverse groups

arose when other groups including Kazdagi1 Association for the Preservation of

Natural and Cultural Resources, Brotherhood of Kazdaglari, and Kazdaglari Istanbul

47 He is a famous pianist in Turkey.
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Solidarity, emphasized the significance of continuing the vigil protest to stop the
corporation from launching its activities.

Whether the vigil protest continued or not led to fractures among different

groups. While some wanted to continue the watch, others were saying that

there is no point in keeping watch here any longer, let’s go down to the center
of Canakkale, let the watch continue to the center of the city.... I'm talking
about the process after the Fazil Say concert. Balaban Hill is a hill Alamos

Gold is considering taking down. It was important to keep watch there as a

location, marches were held every day, people were coming.... It was viewed

as a won territory and not to be lost. During this period, serious discussions
took place. It was said that we should leave this place, this is now over, we
would go down to the center of Canakkale. I'm talking about the group that
started the Water and Conscience Watch. Those who migrated from Istanbul
like us, who went there from Bayramig preferred to stay there. That’s when

the conflict started. (Interview 21) (see Appendix D, 56)

On the contrary, the members of the committee exclude others who have
recently migrated to Canakkale or came to Balabanli Hill to support environmental
mobilization from the decision-making process because according to the committee,
these people, I call environmentalist of the urbanite, were not local actors, so they
could not have a right to participate in the decision-making process. For the
committee, these people, environmentalism of the urbanite, aimed to politicize the
environmental movement, leading them to be stigmatized as terrorists and encounter
police violence. The committee members believed that keeping watch was not a form
of mobilization that enables them to reach environmental justice success in the long
run, but rather, it is necessary to continue legal action to reach a successful outcome
(Interview 24). They criticized those who continued to keep the vigil after the
committee withdrew the environmental mobilization in Balabanli Hill because those
who continued keeping watch, environmentalism of the urbanite, were politicizing an
environmental issue by discussing other ecological problems and the Kurdish issue in

the vigil area (Interview 19 & 20). At the same time, environmentalism of the poor

explained why they did not want environmentalism of the urbanite to participate in
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decision-making processes. According to environmentalism of the poor, they are not
the local inhabitants of Canakkale.

There is a problem of coming together in the structure of Turkey. People have

a lot of problems. People use a single problem to voice their every single

problem. For example, the Kurdish problem, being a vegetarian, etc. What

did it have to do with the vigil there, the struggle? Why don’t you act with

local people? The struggle of the locals is very important. When we were

planning the place, we should not have called everyone and said to set up
tents everywhere. We could have taken the organization of the Cerattepe
protest as an example in that regard; but we could not establish the
organizational structure they did. At the same time, we could not do the
division of labor. Everything doesn’t happen when it’s over 15 people.

(Interview 19) (see Appendix D, 57)

Foreigners who came or migrated from Istanbul wanted to join the

committee. However, we did not allow this. In my opinion, environmental

movements should proceed locally and be organized. We wanted to move the
watch to the city because of the insistence of those coming from outside to
keep watch there. They opposed it. What happened in the end? Three people
remained [in Balabanli Hill], and they were taken away by the police.

(Interview 25) (see Appendix D, 58)

When environmentalism of the urbanite and the committee, environmentalism
of the poor, could not reach common ground on the organizational structure and the
form of mobilization, the committee withdrew its support from those who continued
to stay in Balabanli Hill. The alliances among environmentalism of the urbanite and
the committee members were completely broken. | argue that the lack of
communication among these groups and the hierarchical ways of the decision-
making process in the organization of the vigil are significant reasons for the failure
of the alliances among the inhabitants of Canakkale in the Kirazli environmental
movement. In contrast to the committee’s hierarchical decision-making, other groups
I call environmentalism of the urbanite tend to organize movement through

horizontal, transparent, and democratic decision-making processes. After the

committee left Balabanli Hill, the others who continue to keep watch in the region
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tried to organize their protest through forums based on more horizontal and
democratic decision-making mechanisms.

| went to Balabanli Hill for a Fazil Say concert and stayed there... There were
problems during the organization of the concert. | have been there since the
first forum, which was held separately from the Water and Conscience Watch
committee. There was no separate forum before, but those who wanted to
continue the vigil organized a separate forum at that time. The first rupture
was there. Then, the Water and Conscience was gathered elsewhere with its
own coordination team. They came to us and gave us instructions that we are
withdrawing from the watch, you should also withdraw, we cannot ensure
your safety here... They withdrew. The municipality took its own tents. There
were toilets, benches, seating, and the municipality took them all from the
vigil area. It remained only with people who came from outside and pitched
tents and settled there, or people who came from Bayramig¢ and close ones
like us... There was already a big break there. From that moment on, the state
of exclusion and marginalization started by creating discourses [by the actors
withdrawing from the vigil] such as we started the vigil, we will finish it, and
that we have no relationship with the people who are on watch there. This has
already worked throughout the whole process. The next process was also built
on this duality. (Interview 26) (see Appendix D, 59)

Although the different local environmental groups/platforms/associations
could not manage to organize under an umbrella organization and maintain strong
local alliances, in the Mount Ida region including the Kirazli environmental
movement, ecological conflicts among the corporations, the state, local inhabitants,
and NGOs continue and local inhabitants who organized under different platforms
reach successful outcomes. The struggle in the Mount Ida region makes
environmental and ecological issues more visible all around the country. One of the
interviewees, | can call as environmentalism of the urbanite who migrated to
Canakkale in the last ten or five years and actively participates in environmental
mobilization in the region, underlined the importance of the solidarity among diverse
actors in the Balabanli Hill despite the disagreements among diverse actors:

Kirazli started with great enthusiasm, and a lot of people came [to Balabanl

Hill] ... Many tenders were withdrawn with the visibility of environmental

mobilization there. New mining areas were given and withdrawn. This does

not normally happen when a mine’s EIA positive decision has been revoked
on the south side [of Mount Ida]. Other vigil protests began elsewhere. | think
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an idea is rising about protecting the tree. There was hope in many places.

Like we can resist, we can save... We couldn’t let go of something so high

and bring it down... We also took responsibility for it... We couldn’t make

people despair, either. That’s why we kept going... During the whole vigil,
we were in solidarity with other places in Turkey, even abroad, through social
media...The people there also sent a message of solidarity here. In other
cities, they held demonstrations for Mount Ida. It’s a nice combination.

(Interview 26) (see Appendix D, 60)

Consequently, I argue that the lack of supra-political umbrella organization
with democratic and participatory decision-making mechanisms adversely impacts
the organization strategy by inhibiting the protestors from reaching common ground
in the movement. The geography of the Canakkale province is significant. It is in the
west side of Turkey and a transition point for the people. Everyone could easily
travel to Canakkale for the summer holidays. When people across the country saw
ecological destruction in social media, they immediately supported environmental
mobilization. In Balabanli Hill, an environmental movement that could be
characterized as the urbanite movement has been arisen by those who migrated to
Canakkale and the support from all around the country, as well. Those living in the
city could not create a common ground with environmentalism of the urbanite
through a horizontal decision-making process. So, | argue that in the organization
and mobilization of the Kirazli environmental movement, the collective identity
based on the place where the protesters live and act could not be created because of
the city’s geographical location, which is in a transition and migration point. The
environmental mobilization continued with the supports of diverse actors at a
national scale and those who have recently migrated to Canakkale and actively
participated in mobilization through environmentalism of the urbanite.

Overall, in this chapter of the thesis, | focused on the Kirazli environmental

movement to explain the new emerging elite, environmentalism of the urbanite, and

these people’s role in the organization and mobilization of the ecological struggle.
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Initially, I argued that in the Kirazli environmental movement, grassroots
environmental activism failed because the inhabitants of Canakkale could not ally
with each other under a local umbrella organization due to different approaches to
environmentalism between environmentalism of the urbanite and environmentalism
of the poor.

| maintained that the geographical location of Canakkale has significant
impacts on the failure of grassroots activism because, in Canakkale, the population
consists of migrated people, summer residents, and travelers, and Balabanli Hill, a
place for the proposed project, is far away from the city center. On the one hand, the
migrated people, | call environmentalism of the urbanite, and those who came to the
region to support the protests see this environmental struggle as a field to present
their opposition to the governmental policies. In other words, the environmental
struggle becomes political activism for these protesters rather than a place-based
struggle by identifying Balabanli Hill as a space where they live and act. On the
other hand, because of Balabanli Hill’s location far away from the city center, this
place does not have importance in shaping their daily lives. Others who live in
Canakkale for several years and ally with the municipality in the Water and
Conscience Watch organization in Balabanli could not constitute a place-based
environmental struggle.

Additionally, in this chapter, | showed organization strategies and the forms
of mobilization. In this sense, | argued that the watch-keeping is the most effective
protest that enabled people’s attention all around the country and made ecological
destruction more visible. However, despite the support from all around the country,
the local actors could not have organized through democratic and participatory

decision-making processes. When Water and Conscience committee excluded those
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who migrated to Canakkale and identified themselves as local inhabitants of the
region from decision-making mechanisms, disagreements arose. In this vein, the
environmentalism of the urbanite aimed to organize their form of mobilization
through the participatory, horizontal, and transparent decision-making process and
continue to keep vigil in Balabanli Hill even if the committee withdrew from there.
While shedding light on the disagreements that lead to the break-up of the alliances
among the inhabitants of the city and the supporters of the movement, | argued that
when environmental movement has been constituted through horizontal,
participatory, and democratic decision-making processes, it was more likely to ally
diverse actors with different approaches to environmentalism under an umbrella
organization/platform by reaching a common ground.

Lastly, Alamos Gold withdrew from the project and is seeking compensation
because the state did not renew its license in October 2019. When the corporation left
the region, all protesters who organized and mobilized the movement felt
environmental justice by believing that their mobilization and legal action achieved
to cede the proposed project. Yet, even if Alamos Gold leaves Kirazli, there are other
projects in Camyurt and Agidag. I think that for Kirazl, it is still a threat that the
state can give the mining license of the region to another company. Thus, the people
who live in Canakkale, protest the proposed projects, and organize ecological
struggles argue that the mining issue is not only the problem of Canakkale but also a
critical issue around the country. To address this issue and for the achievement of
environmental justice across the country, it is necessary to transform the law in
Turkey against the current government policies that destroy ecology and the

environment in many regions of Turkey.
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CHAPTER 5
A COMPARISON OF THE CERATTEPE AND KIRAZLI ENVIRONMENTAL

MOVEMENTS

In Turkey, since the rise of the Bergama anti-mining environmental movement in the
early 1990s, many ecological distribution conflicts have emerged from the unequal
distribution of environmental risks and burdens against the proposed/operated
extraction projects. In some ecological conflicts, environmental mobilization
continued through solidarity networks at the local scale and in alliance with diverse
actors at the national scale, whereas others failed to maintain environmental
mobilization for several years. For example, in the Artvin case, local inhabitants who
have different understandings of environmentalism could be organized under an
umbrella association with a common ground through democratic and participatory
organization practices. On the contrary, for some environmental movements, it is
hard to bring together diverse actors under an umbrella organization, for instance, in
the case of Kirazli. In this respect, the rise of grassroots activism and the conditions
that enable the alliance of diverse actors deserve scholarly attention to debate distinct
features of these cases in terms of their organizational forms and mobilization
capacities.

In this thesis, | compared the Cerattepe anti-mining environmental movement
with the Kirazli anti-mining environmental movement to discuss the actors and the
organization and mobilization of environmental movements in Turkey. Although
both environmental movements have captured the attention of many people, media,
and the government in recent years, the alliances among diverse actors and local

inhabitants appeared significantly different from one another. In the Cerattepe
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environmental movement, local actors have managed to come together around
common ground and been organized under an umbrella organization to defend the
place and their livelihood for over two decades. In contrast, in the Kirazli
environmental movement, various associations had different views on
environmentalism, and how the movement should be organized. So, through my
research, | observed that the Cerattepe environmental movement could keep its
grassroots environmental activism character and be maintained over two decades,
whereas in the Kirazli movement, because of the different approaches to
environmentalism and the city’s geographical character, local inhabitants could not
have a grassroots environmental movement.

In this chapter of the thesis, | comparatively discuss the roles of the actors and
the place in the rise of environmental movements, the organizational strategies,
forms of mobilization, and the conditions for environmental justice success in the
Cerattepe and Kirazli environmental movements. In this comparison, | argue that
when local inhabitants organize an environmental movement as a place-based
struggle to defend the place where they live in and act, they are more likely to ally
with each other under an umbrella environmental organization against the mining
threat by ignoring different political views. While | am referring to place, | put
emphasis on the cultural, historical, and geographical attributions of the cities.
Because all these attributions have an impact on social relations among the
community members, the people’s relations with the environment, and their
approaches to environmentalism, I try to understand how place is an important factor
in the organization and mobilization of the local community in an environmental

movement.
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Additionally, the stronger alliances among diverse actors and the creation of a
common ground contribute to the environmental movement’s organizational success.
Even if the local community does not win a lawsuit to cede the project or is
pressured by the police forces, the solidarity and alliances among local community
members make the movement resilient and enduring. The successful coalitions
among the community members enabled the movement to continue by raising the
belief and morale of the community within their mobilization. In this respect, | show
that participatory, transparent, and democratic decision-making practices are the
crucial elements of how the community members create successful alliances among

themselves under an umbrella organization.

5.1 The rise of environmental movements: the role of organizational practices and
the relations with the environment in the continuity of grassroots activism
In this part of the current chapter, | compare the characteristics of environmentalism,
and the organization and mobilization of these movements to indicate how the local
inhabitants reach a common ground to maintain the environmental movement in
Artvin. In this sense, | argue that the geographical location of the city, historical and
cultural features, and the relations with the environment are critical components for
the continuation of grassroots environmental movement under a local umbrella
organization. | emphasize the geographical location of the mining sites in both cities
to indicate the reasons for how the Artvin community constitutes a place-based
struggle by transforming the place as space where they live and act.

Artvin is geographically located in a place far away from the urban centers of
the country like Ankara, Istanbul, and Izmir. Because of its unique location and harsh

geography due to the enormous mountains surrounding the area, it is harder to access
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the province. Even if the Cerattepe environmental movement became very visible all
around the country and was supported by diverse actors at the national scale, the
number of people who physically visited Artvin to support the environmental
movement was limited. In this respect, the local inhabitants are the main actors in
organizing the environmental movement. They took this responsibility through
organizing YAD calling their movement as supra-political to bring the whole
community together to defend the place they live, love, breathe, and enjoy. At the
same time, it has a decreasing population due to the high rates of migration to larger
cities such as Istanbul, Ankara, and l1zmir because of the limited job opportunities in
the region. The migrants in their new cities maintain strong networks with their
“hemgehris”. Despite the high rate of migration from Artvin, the people who
migrated to other cities do not get disconnected with the province of Artvin and
usually spend their summer holiday there.

Cerattepe is an important place for the Artvin community in terms of its
geographical, ecological, and cultural features. It is a place seen from the city’s
downtown whenever the inhabitants look up at the mountains surrounding the city.
As one of the interviewees said, it is a city with a face-up (Interview 7). At the same
time, the Artvin community organizes the Kafkasor festival, a culturally important
event for them*, every year in this region. Also, the Artvin inhabitants go to the
plateaus and the mountains surrounding Cerattepe in their leisure times. In this
respect, the gold-mining activity in Cerattepe breaks the community’s daily routine
while degrading the environment and transforming the culture embedded in the
place. Culture embedded in the place enables the inhabitants to create a collective

identity through solidarity networks with each other. This collective identity is based

48 | mentioned its cultural importance in the introduction of the thesis and in Chapter 3.

118



on their love of Artvin, their love of Cerattepe, and their fear of cultural destruction
in the city because of the mining activities. For example, during my field work in
Artvin, many of the interviewees mentioned how the leftist and rightist people who
do not normally go to the same places because of their ideological disagreements
keep a vigil in Cerattepe together (Interview 1, 14, 16, & 34).

In contrast, Canakkale is located on the west side of Turkey, where one can
easily transport to Istanbul. It is a transition point for the people, especially for those
who travel throughout the Aegean region and the Mount Ida area during the
summers. Also, the geography of the Canakkale province is significantly different
from Artvin. It is a city that spreads along the coastline rather than reaching
throughout the mountains as Artvin. Unlike the Artvin case, for those who live in
Canakkale, it is hard to recognize environmental destruction from the city center
because Balabanli Hill is not seen from the downtown. On the one hand, the
increasing population of the city is crucial to understand the characteristics of the
environmental movement in Canakkale because those who migrate to the city
actively participate in the environmental movement and create alliances with other
environmentalist groups all around the region, especially Istanbul. On the other hand,
its location that is close to Istanbul enables many people to come this region to
support environmental mobilization against the corporation and ecological
destruction in Canakkale. In this respect, I can say that the geographical location of
the city enables diverse actors, including both city inhabitants, those who come to
support the movement, and others who migrate to the city from the metropolitan
cities, to take different parts in the environmental movement.

On the contrary, a more diverse group of actors are involved in the

organization of the movement, and they all participate in decision-making processes;
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yet they are unable to create a common ground in the environmental movement
because every actor does not see environmental movement as supra-political and
non-political but rather some of the actors participate in the movement to radically
protest undemocratic atmosphere of Turkey. In this respect, | argue that when diverse
actors from different regions participate in an environmental movement with
different motivations, it becomes less likely for the movement to be organized as a
grassroots movement under an umbrella organization.

Within grassroots environmental activism in Artvin, local inhabitants are
organized to defend the place, which is particularly important for their daily routine
in Artvin. Many of the inhabitants are members of this organization to defend
Cerattepe against the mining threat by creating a common ground. The participation
of the whole community in YAD contributes to the continuity of grassroots activism.
Under this association, the community members take responsibility to defend the
place, and their protest activities spread around the city. When the vigil protest was
organized in the Cerattepe region, the solidarity atmosphere created in Cerattepe was
felt in the downtown of the city. One of the interviewees mentioned his memories
about the vigil protest to explain the relations among the downtown and Cerattepe by
especially emphasizing the days the police forces pressured their protest:

Financial support, food and beverage support was provided [from the city

center]. We had support as the shopkeepers in the economic sense.

Everything is evenly distributed. It was not said that it was from this view.

Pharmacies distributed medicines... We don’t know much about those things.

It’s been tight. Because we more or less knew what to expect. But we never

imagined how they would treat us. Pharmacists took care of that too. It was

very useful for us. It allowed us to see ahead. Bakers provided free bread.

Everyone did their best... [Someone closed their stores.]... (Interview 16)

(see Appendix 61)

In this respect, | argue that the Artvin community transforms the place into a social

movement space in the environmental movement, and during this process, the
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organization of YAD shapes everyday relations in the city. For this transformation of
the city into a social movement space in Artvin, | also maintain that the supra-
political character of YAD is a strategic shift to bring whole community together
apart from the community members’ political and ideological differences that lead to
disagreements.

During the mobilization process of the Artvin community, the inhabitants are
classified as two distinct groups who come together under an umbrella environmental
organization: environmentalism of the poor and environmentalism of the malcontent.
Thanks to the supra-political feature of the movement, all community has struggled
against the corporations, the state, and ecological destruction for many years through
the understanding of “topyekiin ¢evrecilik (Erensii, 2014, 2016, 2020)”. On the one
hand, environmentalism of the poor depicts those who defend their livelihood against
market relations, destruction of cultural and social relations, and ecological
destruction (Martinez-Alier, 2002; Martinez-Alier et al., 2016). On the other hand,
environmentalism of the malcontent, which is peculiar to the characteristics of
environmental movements in Turkey, identifies the people who have shared traumas
of the 1980 military coup (Adaman et al., 2015). After these people were suppressed
during the 1980s, environmentalism became a new field of activism for them. These
people play essential roles in the organization of the Cerattepe environmental
movement. However, when seen Cerattepe as a place that shapes their daily life with
its geographical feature and cultural attributions, the community members who have
different understanding of environmentalism come together under YAD and identify
environmentalism as supra-political activity. In this vein, the movement shapes the
relations among the whole community, and the province of Artvin becomes a social

movement space where the inhabitants live, act, breathe, enjoy, and defend through
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the active role of YAD. In other words, the supra-political character of the movement
enabled environmental issues to shape the agenda of the whole community. For
example, when YAD called itself as supra-political, the movement could get the
support of AKP municipality in Artvin.

Although the supra-political character enables the Cerattepe movement to be
resilient for two decades, it sometimes leads to the restrictions and negative
consequences for the organization and mobilization of an environmental movement.
Whether or not an environmental movement should be supra-political or political is a
debatable issue for environmental politics of Turkey. In the Artvin case, some actors
start to distance themselves from the activities of YAD, especially after the copper
mining activity started to operate in Cerattepe. For example, one of the interviewees
explained that because of the supra-political character, YAD accepted to arrange a
meeting with the bureaucratic and governmental actors but it should not meet those
who exert violence on the Artvin community (Interview 33). Even if those who
support more radical ways of protests criticize the supra-political model, they are still
a part of an umbrella association to defend the place.

On the contrary, as | mentioned above, Canakkale is a place where the people
easily arrive. After the construction of the environmental movement in the Kirazli
village by local actors, municipality, and local NGOs, many people all around the
country were able to arrive there to support environmental mobilization immediately.
I call the local actors who have been organizing the ecological struggle in Canakkale
for ten years against the Alamos Gold company as environmentalism of the poor. For
ten years, these people, including municipality and local NGOs, created
environmental mobilization to stop the planned mining projects in Canakkale. In the

2010s, the migration to Canakkale from Istanbul and other cities increased, and in the
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rise of the Kirazli environmental movement in August 2019, these newcomers played
vital roles in alliances with their counterparts still living in Istanbul. | call these
migrants who came to the city in the 2010s and those who came to Canakkale for
environmental protest as ‘environmentalism of the urbanite’. This group consists of
those who see environmental issues politically, put emphasis on ecological lifestyle
and sacredness of nature, have alliances with other environmentalist groups of the
country, and support the radical ways of protesting.

| argue that in contrast to the Cerattepe environmental movement, the
geographical location of Canakkale leads to the emergence of a new group who
actively participate in environmental mobilization as environmentalism of the
urbanite. However, different approaches to environmentalism among those living in
the city for several years and newcomers could inhibit them from being organized
under an umbrella organization by creating a common ground. On the one hand, for
environmentalism of the poor, the Atikhisar dam would be damaged if the proposed
project operated in Kirazli village, so they oppose the project to defend the city’s
water resources. In this vein, according to them, the environmental struggle should
be identified as a non-political activity. On the other hand, the newcomers, I call
environmentalism of the urbanite, emphasize that environmental issues were
political, and they were creating an ecological, sustainable, and democratic lifestyle
while protesting the corporation in Balabanli Hill through a vigil protest. For
environmentalism of the urbanite, the region is not depicted as a place where they
live and act but rather identified as a place where they constitute a democratic and
ecological new life against the authoritarian governmental policies.

In contrast to the Cerattepe environmental movement, in the Kirazl

environmental movement, the city inhabitants have different motivations for
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environmental mobilization and do not have a harmonious relationship with the place
they defended. So, they could not create a collective identity based on the place-
based environmental struggle, and the place could not become a social movement
space. For example, unlike the Artvin case, when the police forces pressured the vigil
protest in Balabanli Hill, the people from the city center did not come to Balabanli
Hill to support the oppressed, and the oppressive atmosphere in the vigil era was not
felt in the city center. | maintain that when different inhabitants have different
relations with the place they defend, it becomes harder to reach a common ground
and organize a place-based movement through a local umbrella organization. Instead,
the movement is maintained by different groups who do not have a common
approach to environmental mobilization and environmentalism.

Overall, in the organization and mobilization of an environmental movement
and the continuity of grassroots environmental activism, the place has a significant
role. | argue that when the inhabitants of the city create a place-based environmental
struggle, it becomes more likely to continue grassroots environmental activism under
an umbrella organization through reaching a common ground. In the place-based
environmental struggle, the inhabitants come together to defend their livelihood,
culture, and history, all of which are embedded in a place where they live, similar to
the case of Artvin. In this vein, the organization under a supra-political umbrella
organization is essential to defend the place and to create alliances with the
bureaucratic actors and different political parties. So, | argue that a supra-political
movement does not mean a non-political or apolitical movement but rather a way to

strategically persuade different ideological views together around a common ground.

5.2 The role of a shared history in the organization of environmental movements
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In this part of the chapter, | compare the organizational strategies of local inhabitants
in Artvin with the actors of the Canakkale case. | argue that an umbrella
environmental association with participatory, democratic, and transparent decision-
making mechanisms was crucial to bring diverse actors together and to maintain
grassroots movement. I realize that the city’s history had a significant influence on
the organization of the environmental movement and the approaches to
environmentalism.

In Artvin, YAD -a supra-political environmental organization- is organized
through democratic, participatory, and transparent decision-making mechanisms. The
whole community feels a sense of belonging to the environmental movement and
organization by seeing the environmental issue as supra-political. They are able to
constitute a collective identity in order to defend their place and livelihood through
an umbrella organization.

To explain how the whole community reached a common ground and created
a collective identity under an umbrella organization with participatory and
democratic decision-making mechanisms, the city’s historical background and its
significant impact must be taken into consideration. In Artvin, as | mentioned in the
previous chapters, the shared traumas of the 1980 military coup led to the emergence
of a new class of environmentalists in addition to environmentalism of the poor
(Martinez-Alier, 2002) who defend their livelihood. After the military coup, the
leftist and socialist organizations were closed by the junta regime. Those who were
previously organized in the socialist and leftist groups use the organization strategies
of these groups for the mobilization and maintenance of environmental protests in
Artvin. Adaman et al. (2015) define the environmentalism of these people who play

critical roles in environmental movements of Turkey, especially in the Black Sea
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region, as ‘environmentalism of the malcontent’. I argue that the historical
experiences of the organization contribute to the maintenance of environmental
mobilization through the creation of a collective identity within the community by
defining environmental issues as supra-political and by instituting participatory and
democratic decision-making mechanisms.

Compared to the organization of the environmental movement in Artvin, in
Canakkale, the actors of the environmental movement do not share any common
history that make them familiar with organizational strategies of a movement. The
local inhabitants of the city were initially organized from the bottom-up to protest the
proposed mining project in Canakkale. In the beginning, the municipality, local
NGOs, and some inhabitants tried to organize environmental mobilization to defend
the water resources of Canakkale because the proposed mining project is very close
to Atikhisar dam, which feeds the province of Canakkale. | call this group who
approach environmental issues as supra-political as ‘environmentalism of the poor’
(Martinez-Alier, 2002). This group tries to be organized through creating a common
ground under an umbrella environmental organization such as Ida Solidarity
Association. Yet, they could not achieve this kind of organization like the Artvin
community because of lack of participatory, transparent, and democratic
mechanisms. For example, the people from this organization argue that those who
migrate from Istanbul to Canakkale were not local inhabitants of the city, so it is
unnecessary for them to take part in the decision-making mechanisms of the Kirazli
environmental movement (Interview 19 & 25).

In addition to environmentalism of the poor (Martinez-Alier, 2002), like
Artvin, Canakkale is a place where a new group, namely environmentalism of the

urbanite, has emerged because of its geography located as a transition point between
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Aegean and Marmara regions. In contrast to environmentalism of the malcontent
(Adaman et al., 2015) as a new group shaping an environmental movement in Artvin,
those belonging to this new category of environmentalism of the urbanite identify
environmental issues and ecological destruction as openly political. During
environmental protests in Balabanli Hill of the Kirazli village in Canakkale, they
adopted an ecological and rural lifestyle by learning more about ecology and the
environment and using the environmental protest as a kind of politics to oppose the
current government in Turkey. In this sense, their different approaches to
environmentalism lead others, namely environmentalism of the poor, to exclude the
urbanites from decision-making processes. Because their different approaches to
environmentalism inhibit them from being organized umbrella organizations with
participatory and democratic mechanisms, the different groups could not create a
collective identity.

Thus, in this part of the chapter, | focused on the organization strategies to
comparatively understand why YAD has been able to organize as a local umbrella
association that creates a collective identity among whole community members,
while the movement in Canakkale, the Ida Solidarity Association, could not achieve
such a solidarity among different stakeholders. | show that when the community
members have a shared history to organize a movement, it becomes more likely to
constitute a collective identity and to organize a larger group of inhabitants under an
umbrella environmental organization with participatory, horizontal, and democratic

decision-making processes.

5.3 The continuation of an environmental mobilization: the importance of knowledge

production as a form of mobilization
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In this part of the chapter, | emphasize the forms of mobilization to explain how the
Artvin community could be organized under an umbrella organization within the
strong alliances among the city’s inhabitants. I aim to explain which forms of
mobilization are more likely to bring together the community members around a
common goal. The vigil protest is a very important form of mobilization for the
continuation of both environmental movements in my study. Yet, | contend that
knowledge production as a form of mobilization was the most crucial strategy for
forming strong alliances among local inhabitants and grassroots environmental
activism in the case of Artvin.

In Artvin, an environmental movement started to arise from grassroots
activism in the 1990s, and within the foundation of YAD, the whole local community
came together and opposed the proposed mining projects. During the first company
era, Cominco, the whole community was organized and mobilized to cede the
proposed mining project through various protests, including panel organizations,
press briefings, petition campaigns, and street protests. In this process, panel
organizations and the maps that mark the mining areas were the most effective forms
of protests that informed the whole community, and they strengthened the alliances
among whole community members against a common threat of the mining project.

In the second company era, Inmet Mining, the community members issued a
lawsuit to cede the planned mining project in 2007. For the Artvin community, legal
action is another critical way of protest that contributed to the continuation of the
environmental movement for over two decades. During my fieldwork in Artvin, the
interviewees usually mentioned the importance of legal action to achieve
environmental justice and stop environmental degradation. For example, in 2008,

they won the lawsuit, so they felt a sense of victory when Inmet mining withdrew
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from the project.*® Also, the community members organized under YAD issued a
joint lawsuit by diverse actors. For example, one of the lawsuits that YAD issued in
July 2015 include 751 participants at national and regional scales, which is the
biggest environmental lawsuit™ of Turkey.

When Cengiz Holding tried to enter the Cerattepe region for a mining
operation in 2015 despite the stay of execution by the Rize Administrative Court in
2012, the local community has kept a watch for 245 days in the Cerattepe region to
observe and prevent the corporation’s activities. This protest has mobilized the whole
community in Cerattepe and shaped the social relations in the city center for 245
days. Most interviewees emphasized that for 245 days, the relations among the
community members have tightly developed against a common threat in their place.
YAD had an essential role in the organization of this vigil protest for 245 days and
the strong alliances among community members who defend their place to cede the
proposed project. During the vigil protest, the umbrella association was responsible
for the organization and democratically decided on whether or not/how long they
will continue the vigil protest. So, | argue that such an umbrella environmental
organization with democratic and participatory mechanisms enabled the inhabitants
to create alliances and maintain environmental movement.

Additionally, YAD has been organizing panels to inform the community in
alliances with the academics since the beginning of the environmental mobilization.
In this sense, the alliances created with the academics are important to transform
YAD into a knowledge-production space. For example, to produce maps on mining

areas in Artvin, the knowledge of the inhabitants on the environment converges with

49 Retrieved from: http://yesilartvindernegi.org
%0 YAD filed this lawsuit against the positive EIA decision in July 2015. Retrieved from:
http://yesilartvindernegi.org
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the academics’ knowledge who use geographical information systems. In this
process, academics also use the knowledge of inhabitants to mark the mining areas in
Cerattepe. | maintain that in Artvin, knowledge production becomes a tool for a
social movement against the mining hazards and ecological destruction (Temper et
al., 2015) by enabling the local community to collaborate with academics.

On the contrary, at the beginning of the environmental movement in
Canakkale against the proposed Kirazli mining project, the municipality, local
NGOs, and city council started to organize street protests, press briefings as well as
panels to raise awareness of the potential dangers of the proposed mining projects.
However, unlike the Artvin community, in Canakkale, the local actors who
organized the opposition do not use knowledge to insist the community on
participating in environmental protest. Even if they tried to organize panels, their
alliance with academics is not as strong as the alliances among the Artvin community
and academics.

Additionally, unlike the Cerattepe environmental movement, in Canakkale,
the different groups file different lawsuits to cede the proposed projects. Although
legal action is an effective form of mobilization to achieve environmental justice in
Canakkale, the community members could not bring a joint lawsuit. Thus, | contend
that because of the lack of an umbrella environmental organization, community
members could not reach common ground about the mining opposition, so they could
not create a joint action against the corporation’s activities but rather act as single
organizations/platforms/groups.

Like the Artvin community, in the organization of the Kirazli environmental
movement, the vigil protest is a vital form of mobilization to cede the proposed

project in Balabanli Hill. During the Kirazli environmental movement, the vigil
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protest has been continued for over a year by diverse actors. However, unlike the
Cerattepe environmental movement, this protest was not organized by an umbrella
environmental organization. Rather, it was organized by the municipality, city
council, and local NGOs within the name of the Water and Consciousness
Committee in July 2019. They have collaborated with those who migrated from
Istanbul, environmentalism of the urbanite, for a month. When the committee that
organized the protest agreed on stopping the vigil in Balabanli Hill,
environmentalism of the urbanite was excluded from decision-making processes.
Then, every group tried to organize its own protest against the corporation’s
activities. While some actors like the committee withdrew from the vigil protest,
environmentalism of the urbanite continued keeping watch until the police forces
ended the protest in September 2020. | argue that the lack of umbrella environmental
organization with democratic, participatory, and transparent decision-making
mechanisms has led to the failure of grassroots activism. | maintain that because of
the high rate of migration to the city, in the organization of the vigil protest, the city
inhabitants could not reach common ground. Each group acted independently and
without a collective agenda or identity based on the place and its history and culture.
Thus, in Artvin and Canakkale, the city inhabitants use standard forms of
mobilization, including panel organizations, legal action, and vigil protest. Yet, the
same kinds of mobilization are differently organized by the local inhabitants in these
two locations. On the one hand, I argue that in Artvin, the community members
jointly organize all forms of protest, and their place becomes a social movement
space where forms of mobilization shape daily relations among the community
members (Nicholls, 2009). Yet, the most important form of mobilization that the

Artvin community has used since the beginning is knowledge production, enabling
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the inhabitants to reach a common ground against mining threats in alliance with the
academics. On the other hand, in Canakkale, | contend that grassroots environmental
activism fails because local inhabitants could not be organized under an umbrella
environmental organization for joint action because they do not have a collective
identity to defend their place. In this respect, the different groups significantly
contribute to the maintenance of environmental movement within different forms of
organizations; yet, they could not achieve a common ground within different

approaches to environmentalism.

5.4 The roles of the state and the corporation in the rise of environmental movements
in Turkey

In this part of the chapter, | focus on the roles of the state and the corporation in the
rise of environmental movements. So, | aim to explain that the achievement of
environmental justice greatly depends on the state’s action and the alliances among
the corporations and the state. Through my comparative analysis, | realize that within
the authorization of the state and the changes in mining laws, the environmental
mobilization is less likely to cede the corporations’ activities.

In Artvin, the community members are organized under YAD to achieve
environmental justice to cede the proposed mining projects. At the beginning of the
environmental movement, the Artvin community became aware of environmental
hazards thanks to the panels organized by YAD. So, community members powerfully
allied with each other against a common threat through street protests, petition
campaigns, and press briefings and achieved to cede the corporation’s activities. In
this vein, it is critical that when the Canadian company, Cominco, withdrew from the

proposed gold mining project in 2002, another Canadian corporation, Inmet mining,
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gained the license for a mining operation. The community members, then, reached
environmental justice success through winning a lawsuit in 2008. They believed that
the most effective way to achieve environmental justice is to reach a successful
outcome through legal action.

Despite the lawsuit’s successful outcome, Cerattepe was declared as a mining
site in 2012, and then the new mining licenses were given to the Cengiz Holding.
The community’s environmental protests continued through both a vigil protest in
Cerattepe and the lawsuits brought to the Rize Administrative Court. Because of the
police forces that violently suppressed mass protests in the Cerattepe region and the
starting of the copper mining operation in 2017, the community feels a sense of
despair today. Although in 2014, the community won the lawsuit to stop the
proposed project in Cerattepe, the corporation prepared new EIA report, so the
lawsuit decision became invalidate. According to the lawyers | conducted interviews,
this process was unlawful and showed how the law did not work in Turkey’s political
atmosphere (Interview 3 & 12). Thus, the community members believe that if the
current government does not change in the 2023 elections of Turkey, there is no way
to achieve environmental justice in Turkey because of the erosion of law.

Like Artvin, in Canakkale, the Kirazli environmental movement arose against
the Canadian mining corporation Alamos Gold and its subsidiary East Biga Mining.
Alamos Gold withdrew from the proposed project in April 2021. Yet, itis a
considerable threat that another mining corporation can get the mining licenses of
Balabanli Hill like the history of the Artvin case. In this respect, the withdrawal of
Alamos Gold seems a temporary success, and then another Canadian company or a
corporation that has a strong alliance with the state could replace Alamos Gold

corporation. As | said above, the state considerably supports the activities of mining
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corporations through its financial incentives. So, I argue that within the current
governmental policies, it is hard to achieve environmental justice for local
communities because of the close relations with the state and mining corporations,
the violence against the protestors, the violation of human rights, ecological
destruction, and erosion of the law in Turkey.

Overall, in this chapter, I compared the Cerattepe and Kirazli environmental
movements to comprehend how diverse actors create strong alliances, and the impact
of these alliances on the success of movements. | emphasized the importance of
creating inclusive umbrella organizations with participatory, transparent, and
democratic decision-making mechanisms. | compared local actors and their
approaches to environmentalism in the Cerattepe movement with the Kirazli
movement. | contend that because of the geographical location of the province of
Canakkale, during the environmental mobilization, a new type of elite residents, who
I label as ‘environmentalism of the urbanite’, emerged. I maintained that different
groups of environmentalists in Canakkale do not have a relationship with Balabanli
Hill unlike the Artvin community. So, | argued that when the local community
defends livelihood by paying particular attention to the place where they live, act,
breathe, and enjoy, it would be more likely that their livelihood place turns into a
social movement space like in the province of Artvin.

Second, | emphasized the organization of both environmental movements to
explain why in Canakkale, community members could not achieve to be organized
under an umbrella environmental organization. | tried to understand why the
Canakkale community failed to organize an association or committee with
participatory and democratic decision-making mechanisms. In this sense, | focused

on the importance of the historical difference of the place. In Artvin, the leftist and
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socialist experiences contributed to the organizational strategies of the environmental
movement. Because of the shared trauma of the military coup, a new class emerged
as environmentalism of the malcontent (Adaman et al., 2015) who have the primary
roles in the continuation of the movement. They could reach common ground with
those who defend their livelihood as environmentalism of the poor (Martinez-Alier,
2002) under an association. On the contrary, Canakkale is not a place where the
community members have historical experiences to organize a movement but rather
the rise of the environmental movement was the first time community members
organized to oppose the proposed mining projects. Thus, | argue that historical
background is the essential element contributing to the continuation of the
environmental movement under an umbrella organization with democratic and
participatory mechanisms.

Additionally, | compared the forms of mobilization in the Cerattepe
environmental movement with the Kirazli environmental movement. Although
community members use the same mobilization strategies to cede the proposed
projects and achieve environmental justice success in both places, the organization of
environmental protests considerably differs from one another. In Artvin, the
community members act together in the protests thanks to YAD. For example, YAD
brought a joint lawsuit to stop the corporation’s activities in the Cerattepe region. In
contrast, in Canakkale, diverse actors continue the environmental protests separately.
Unlike Artvin, they filed separate lawsuits. Also, in contrast to the Kirazl
environmental movement, in the organization and mobilization of the Cerattepe
environmental movement, knowledge production plays a vital role because the
community members usually organize panels since the beginning to be informed

about the current situation, environmental hazards, and mining risks in Artvin. So, |
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contend that for the continuation of the Cerattepe environmental movement,
knowledge production becomes a tool for a social movement by insisting whole
inhabitants on the mining opposition.

Lastly, | emphasized the roles of the state and the corporations in the rise of
environmental movements. In this sense, | contend that the essential way to achieve
environmental justice for local communities is to win a lawsuit against the
corporation. Nevertheless, in the current situation of Turkey, it seems less likely for
local communities to reach environmental justice success within the legal action.
Like the Artvin inhabitants, the actors who defend their livelihood and organize
environmental protests could fail in their movement even if they won the lawsuit to
cede the proposed/operated projects. In this vein, | maintained that even if in the
Kirazli environmental movement, the environmental protestors and community
members feel a sense of victory when the Alamos Gold corporation stopped the
proposed project, the Canakkale inhabitants can face a new threat of another
corporation. Thus, through my comparative analysis in this thesis, | argued that in
Turkey, the only way to achieve environmental justice success is to change the
current governmental policies and cede the state's incentives for expanding mining

operations all around the country.
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CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION

In this thesis, | focused on the organization and mobilization of environmental
movements in Turkey to understand how/in which conditions some environmental
movements continue to be organized under a local organization/platform/group,
while others failed in grassroots environmental activism. Focusing on this question, I
debated the different approaches to environmentalism, the local actors’ motivations
for environmental protests, the forms of mobilization, organization strategies, and the
roles of the state and the corporations. To discuss these subjects, | comparatively
studied the Cerattepe environmental movement and the Kirazli environmental
movement, both of which have become the popular environmental protests in Turkey
in recent years. Yet, their organization considerably differs from one another. I aimed
to understand the reasons why the environmental movements are differently
organized and mobilized, and how history, culture, and geography have an impact on
the emergence of new understanding of environmentalism in the Turkish context.
Through this comparative study, | argued that when local inhabitants organized
environmental movement as a place-based struggle to defend their place “where they
lived in and acted (Escobar, 2008)”, a movement became more likely to arise from
grassroots activism under an umbrella environmental association.

In the first chapter of the thesis, I discussed my primary motivation to
conduct such research, my main questions, and the methodology of my study. I also
explained the history of environmentalism and environmental policies in Turkey. |
argued that civil society organizations replaced the state’s responsibility to

implement environmental policies in Turkey, and the state established many civil
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society organizations to protect natural resources by depoliticizing environmental
issues.

In the second chapter of the thesis, | reviewed the literature on environmental
justice, political ecology, and social movements. To answer my main question of
how an environmental movement can continue for several years under an umbrella
association with participatory and democratic decision-making ways, | utilized two
concepts: ecological distribution conflicts and place-based struggles. In this vein, |
treated the Cerattepe movement as a place-based environmental struggle to show the
relations among distinctive ways of organization and historical and geographical
features. Through my comparative analysis, | showed these understandings of
environmentalism is not sufficient to examine environmentalist group in the Kirazl
environmental movement. | argued that the geographical and demographic
characteristics of Canakkale led to the emergence of a new elite during the Kirazli
environmental protests. The young population in their late 20s and 30s who
politicized during environmental protests, had many alliances with diverse actors due
to their educational background, and migrated to Canakkale to escape urban life in
the 2010s.

In the third chapter of the thesis, | analyzed the Cerattepe environmental
movement to explain how the Artvin community created a place-based
environmental struggle to defend the city. | argued that due to their common ground
based on a great love attachment to the place and the cultural and historical
importance of Kafkasor, a city became a social movement space where the
inhabitants’ life is shaped around environmental mobilization over two decades.

Most inhabitants realized that if the mining operation destructs the environment, their
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daily routines would be broken up because of water contamination, ecological
destruction, air pollution, and increases in health issues.

In the fourth chapter of the thesis, | mainly focused on analyzing the Kirazli
environmental movement. | discussed the different motivations of environmentalism
of the poor and environmentalism of the urbanite in the organization of the
movement. | emphasized the location of the mining site and contended that, unlike
Artvin, Balabanli Hill was not a place where the community members spend their
time to create a relationship with this region. If this place is destructed, the daily
routines of the inhabitants would not change too much. So, in Canakkale, the
community members could not identify their motivation for environmental protest in
relation to their proximity to the environment, place, and nature where they live.
Also, environmentalism of the urbanite contributed to creating national and
international alliances within their networks in Istanbul. Yet, environmentalism of
the poor (Martinez-Alier, 2002), who tend to depoliticize the mining issue in
Canakkale, exclude these people from the decision-making process in the vigil
protests in Balabanli Hill. So, | argued that the lack of an umbrella environmental
organization with participatory and democratic decision-making mechanisms led to
the disorganization of diverse actors through exclusionary decision-making
mechanisms.

In the fifth chapter, | comparatively analyzed the Cerattepe and Kirazli
environmental movements. Through this analysis, | focused on the local actors,
organization strategies, forms of mobilization, and the roles of the state and the
corporations. In Artvin, the local community defended the livelihood with an
emphasis on Cerattepe as a place where they live in, act, and breathe (Escobar, 2008;

Nicholls, 2009). I argued that this emphasis on place enabled these inhabitants to see
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environmental issues as supra-political and formed strong alliances under an
umbrella association named YAD. | contended that knowledge production as a form
of mobilization was an essential strategy for a creation of grassroots movement.
Additionally, I argued that Artvin’s history contributed to maintaining environmental
movement under an umbrella environmental association through democratic and
participatory decision-making processes. After the military coup of 1980
depoliticized leftist groups in Artvin, these groups shared their organization
experience for anti-mining mobilization.

On the contrary, in Canakkale, local community members failed to create a
movement that bring all the actors under an umbrella organization. | suggested that
an umbrella environmental association with horizontal decision-making mechanisms
was crucial for reaching a common ground to constitute a grassroots movement. In
Canakkale, multiple groups attempt to maintain anti-mining environmental struggles,
but lack of communication, different approaches to environmentalism, and
hierarchical decision-making processes obstruct the rise of grassroots activism.
Lastly, | contended that despite the different organization strategies in these distinct
regions, the only way to achieve environmental justice success for local communities
is to win lawsuits for stopping the extractive projects. For them, the change of
current government in Turkey becomes critical to cede the projects with law
regeneration.

Throughout the thesis, | tried to comparatively analyze the characteristics of
anti-mining environmental movements in Turkey. The significance of this thesis lies
in its attempt to show the ways/conditions under which environmental movements
maintain grassroots activism through reaching a common ground among diverse

actors. On the one hand, the Cerattepe environmental movement was a very
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particular example that the whole community has been organized under an umbrella
organization for over two decades. In Turkey, a few environmental struggles could
achieve such an organizational success. On the other hand, the Kirazli environmental
movement was a critical case to analyze because of the city’s location; in Canakkale,
a new class of environmentalists plays a vital role in maintaining environmental
protests. Even if diverse inhabitants of the province could not reach a common
ground in Canakkale, the continuing environmental mobilization and mining
oppositions in Canakkale deserve scholarly attention for further studies to analyze
the evolution of environmental protests.

Besides its contributions, this thesis has its shortcomings and points to
different areas for further research. Initially, in this thesis, | focused on the
organization of the city inhabitants for the understanding of the conditions for
grassroots environmental activism. Yet, my comparative study did not analyze the
conditions for how an environmental movement fails or becomes latent. Because of
the pandemic, | had to choose two ongoing environmental movements. If | tried to
choose a case that became latent, it would be more difficult to conduct interviews. At
the same time, the location of Canakkale was very suitable to go in the spring term
and conduct my interviews despite the pandemic. Nevertheless, for further studies, it
is critical to compare an environmental movement that has continued for several
years with latent environmental struggles of Turkey like the Kisladag (Usak) anti-
mining environmental movement that occurred in the early 2000s.

Additionally, although I realized the importance of gender in the maintenance
of environmental movements and the ways in which gender inequality impacts the
organization of the movement, I did not have sufficient time to pursue these issues.

For further studies, gender issue deserves scholarly attention for both bridging the
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gap between gender and environmental justice studies and understanding how gender
inequality impacts environmental organization and mobilization in Turkey.

Lastly, in this thesis, I could not sufficiently discuss the networks of
corporations and the corporate responsibility projects that the local inhabitants
frequently mentioned. For further studies, it would be interesting to uncover these
networks among the corporations and the human rights violations committed by the

corporations and the state in Turkey.
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APPENDIX A

LIST OF INTERVIEWS

Interview ID Interviewee Place Length
Interview 1 Ayse (a representative of YAD; a Artvin 2 hours
housewife) 45
minutes
Interview 2 Mehmet (a representative of YAD; | Artvin 40
a journalist) minutes
Interview 3 Ali (a representative of YAD; a Artvin 2 hours
lawyer) 30
minutes
Interview 4 Fatma (a representative of YAD; a | Artvin 1 hour
housewife) 15
minutes
Interview 5 Sevgi (a representative of YAD; a Artvin 1 hour
shopkeeper)
Interview 6 Adnan (a representative of YAD; a | Artvin 1 hour
representative of a teacher union)
Interview 7 Ali (a representative of YAD; an Trabzon 2 hours
academician) 45
minutes
Interview 8 Mehmet (a representative of YAD; | Artvin 1 hour
a representative of CHP) 15
minutes
Interview 9 Ayse (a representative of YAD; a Artvin 45
pharmacist) minutes
Interview 10 Adnan (a representative of YAD; a | Artvin 35
representative of municipality) minutes
Interview 11 Ali (arepresentative of YAD; a Artvin 2 hours
journalist)
Interview 12 Ahmet (a representative of YAD; a | Artvin 1 hour
lawyer) 30
minutes
Interview 13 Dilek (a representative of YAD; a Artvin 1 hour
journalist)
Interview 14 Kemal (a representative of YAD; a | Artvin 2 hours
representative of Sol ve Gelecek 30
Party; a shopkeeper) minutes
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Interview 15 Olcay (a representative of YAD; a | Artvin 2 hours

representative of municipality) 30
minutes

Interview 16 Kenan (a representative of YAD; a | Artvin 1 hour
representative of Ulkii Ocaklari; a 30
shopkeeper) minutes

Interview 17 Selim (a representative of YAD; a Artvin 2 hours
shopkeeper)

Interview 18 Mert (a representative of YAD; a Online 2 hours
representative of Istanbul Artvinliler | interview (on | 30
Hizmet Vakf1) zoom in minutes

Istanbul)

Interview 19 Defne (a representative of the City | Canakkale 2 hours
Council; a representative of Water 30
and Consciousness Vigil committee; minutes
a representative of IDA Dayanisma
Dernegi)

Interview 20 Ayse (a representative of Atatlirk¢li | Canakkale 1 hour
Diistince Dernegi)

Interview 21 Nergis (migrated to Canakkale in Kiiglikkuyu/ 2 hours
2015; a representative of Kazdaglar1 | Canakkale
Dogal ve Kiiltiirel Varliklar
Koruma Dernegi)

Interview 22 Seving (migrated to Canakkale in Canakkale 1 hour
2004; a representative of Kazdaglari
Dogal ve Kiiltiirel Varliklari
Koruma Dernegi)

Interview 23 Thsan (a representative of (Canakkale 30
municipality; a representative of minutes
Water and Consciousness Vigil
committee)

Interview 24 Hasan (a representative of Canakkale 2 hours
TMMOB; a representative of IDA
Dayanigsma Dernegi; a
representative of Water and
Consciousness Vigil committee)

Interview 25 Erdem (a representative of IDA (Canakkale 2 hours

Dayanisma Dernegi; a
representative of Water and
Consciousness Vigil committee; a
teacher)
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Interview 26 Feyza (migrated to Canakkale in Bayramig/ 2 hours
2016; an environmental activist; a Canakkale 30
representative of Kazdaglari minutes
Kardesligi)

Interview 27 Derya (migrated to Canakkale in Bayramig/ 45
2016; an environmental activist; a Canakkale minutes
representative of Kazdaglari
Kardesligi)

Interview 28 Nedim (a representative of YAD; a | Artvin 1 hour
shopkeeper)

Interview 29 Kemal (a representative of YAD; a | Artvin 2 hours
representative of Halk Evleri) 30

minutes

Interview 30 Yusuf (a representative of YAD; a | Artvin 30
representative of CHP; a minutes
shopkeeper)

Interview 31 Halil (a representative of the Artvin 30
Carriers Cooperative) minutes

Interview 32 Ahmet (a representative of AKP) Artvin 1 hour

Interview 33 Fevzi (a representative of YAD; a Artvin 1 hour
representative of TMMOB; an 30
engineer) minutes

Interview 34 Ahmet (a representative of the Artvin 1 hour
Artvin chamber of commerce)

Interview 35 Ayse (a representative of YAD, a Artvin 45
representative of a teacher union) minutes
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APPENDIX B

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE ARTVIN AND THE CANAKKALE
PEOPLE

1. How do you spend a day where you live in?

2. What does the nature of the place you live mean to you? How do you
describe your relations with nature and environment in the city regarding
cultural and social terms?

3. How was your daily life here before the problems related to the mining
projects? How were the society’s relations with the local government, the
governorship, and the people living here taking shape?

4. How/when was this region declared as a mining cite in your city?

5. Can you talk about how you felt when you first learned that this place was
declared as a mining site?

6. How/when did the anti-mine struggle begin in the city? What was your first
protest you joined? How would you describe your main motivation to support
anti-mining protests?

7. How have been the social relations shaping with the environmental
movement in the city?

8. What was your day like when the anti-mining struggle was the most active?

9. (If the interviewee is a woman) Can you tell us about your experiences in the
anti-mining environmental struggle? As a woman, how did you feel when

you participated in the struggle?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Who are the actors of this struggle, how would you rank them according to
their activities? (Women, non-governmental organizations, different local
environmental resistances, local governments, academics, etc.)

What do you think the motivations and discourses of different people who
participated in the anti-mining struggle differed? How do you describe the
most basic discourses and demands of this resistance?

Which actors do you think tried to hinder your resistance during the anti-
mining struggle? Can you describe the actions of the actors against you?
How has your relationship with nature been shaped since the start of the anti-
mining struggles until today? How did your previous relationship with nature
and the cultural, social, economic, or religious meanings you attribute to
nature change?

Can you explain the organizational structure of the struggle? Which actions
did you take? What do you think about the decision-making processes of the
movement?

What are your expectations regarding the legal process and lawsuits?

Can you evaluate the solidarity networks that your movement established
with the different local struggles that emerged in Turkey? Can you talk about
your common demands with other environmental struggles with which you
cooperate?

What do you think about the latest situation of your movement?

Can you share your ideas about environmentalism and environmental
protection?

What did the concept of environmentalism mean to you after you joined the

struggle?
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20. How do you evaluate the success of the environmental movement?
21. Can you explain your thoughts on the last period of the environmental

movements in Turkey?

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR CIVIL SOCIETY REPRESENTATIVES AND

ACADEMICS

1. Can you tell how you got involved in the environmental struggle? How did
you become interested in environmental issues?

2. (If the interviewee is a civil society representative) What is the attitude of
your organization towards environmental issues? How does your organization
define the concept of environmentalism?

3. What kind of relations do you establish with which environmental struggles
in Turkey? How do you contribute to them?

4. (If the interviewee is an academic) how did the knowledge production
processes take place during the environmental struggle? How does the
academy contribute to the environmental movements in Turkey? What kind
of relations do you think are established between academia and the
environmental movements?

5. Under which conditions do you think that different environmental struggles
and non-governmental environmental organizations will establish relations

with each other?
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How would you list the criteria for the success of an environmental
challenge?
Could you tell your general thoughts on the situation of the environmental

movements in Turkey?

Turkish version

10.

Artvin ve Canakkale’de yasayan kisiler i¢in miilakat sorulart
Yasadiginiz yerde bir giiniiniiz nasil gegiyor?
Yasadiginiz yerin dogasi sizin i¢in nasil anlamlar ifade ediyor? Kiiltiirel ve
sosyal anlamda dogayla nasil iliskiler kurdugunuzu diisiiniiyorsunuz?
Bolge maden sahasi ilan edilmeden 6nce buradaki giindelik yasaminiz nasil
sekilleniyordu? Yerel yonetimle, valilikle, burada yasayanlarin iliskileri nasil
sekilleniyordu?
Bolgenin maden sahasi ilan edilmesi siireci nasil gergeklesti?
Buranin maden sahasi ilan edildigini ilk 6grendiginizde ne hissettiginizden
bahsedebilir misiniz?
Maden karsit: miicadele nasil basladi? Ilk eylemliliginiz ne oldu? Siz bu
direnise nasil katildiniz? Temel motivasyonunuzu nasil tanimlarsiniz?
Miicadelenin baglamasiyla buradaki toplumsal iliskiler nasil sekillendi?
Miicadelenin en aktif oldugu donemde bir giiniiniiz nasil gec¢iyordu?
(Eger goriismeci kadinsa) bu miicadeleye dair deneyimlerinizi anlatabilir
misiniz? Kadin olarak siz bu miicadeleye katildiginizda neler hissettiniz?
Bu miicadelenin aktorleri kimlerdir, aktifliklerine gore nasil siralarsiniz?
(Kadinlar, sivil toplum kuruluslari, farkl yerel ¢evre direnisleri, yerel

yonetimler, akademisyenler vb.)
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Maden karsit1 miicadeleye katilan farkli kisilerin motivasyonlari, sdylemleri
sizce nasil farklilasiyordu? Bu direnisin en temel sdylemleri ve taleplerinin
neler oldugunu diisiliniiyorsunuz?

Altin madeni karsiti miicadele siirecinde hangi aktorlerin sizi engellemeye
calistiginmi diistiniiyorsunuz? Size kars1 olan aktorlerin eylemlerini anlatabilir
misiniz?

Miicadele basladigindan/maden faaliyeti basladigindan bugtine kadarki
siirecte sizin dogayla yasadiginiz bu ¢evreyle kurdugunuz iliski nasil
sekillendi? Oncesinde dogayla kurdugunuz iliski, dogaya atfettiginiz kiiltiirel,
sosyal, ekonomik ya da dini anlamlar nasil degisti?

Miicadelenin orgiitlenme yapisini anlatabilir misiniz? Hangi eylemlilikleri
nasil karar siirecleriyle gergeklestirdiniz?

Maden projesine karsi agilan dava siirecleri nasil ilerledi? Yasal siirece dair
beklentileriniz neler?

Burada baglayan maden karsit1 miicadelenin Tiirkiye’de ortaya ¢ikan farkli
yerel miicadelelerle kurdugu dayanisma aglarini degerlendirebilir misiniz?
Dayanigma kurdugunuz diger ¢evre miicadeleleriyle ortak olan
taleplerinizden bahsedebilir misiniz?

Miicadelenin son durumunu anlatabilir misiniz?

Cevrecilik, cevreyi koruma gibi konular hakkindaki fikirlerinizi paylasabilir
misiniz?

Miicadeleye katildiktan sonra ¢evrecilik kavrami sizin i¢in nasil bir anlam
ifade eder oldu?

Miicadelenizin bagarisini nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz?
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21. Tiirkiye’deki ¢evre hareketinin gelisimine ve son donemine dair

diisiincelerinizi agiklayabilir misiniz?

Sivil toplum temsilcileri ve akademisyenler i¢cin miilakat sorular

1. Cevre miicadelesine nasil dahil oldugunuzu anlatabilir misiniz? Cevre
konulariyla ilgilenmeye nasil basladiniz?

2. (Eger sivil toplum temsilcisiyse) igerisinde miicadele yiirtittiigiiniiz kurum
cevre meselelerine dair nasil bir tutum sergiliyor? Cevrecilik kavramini nasil
tanimliyor?

3. Tiirkiye’deki hangi ¢cevre miicadeleleriyle nasil iliskiler kuruyorsunuz?
Onlara nasil katkilar sagliyorsunuz?

4. (Eger akademisyense) ¢cevre miicadelesi sirasinda miicadeleye dair bilgi
tiretim siiregleri nasil gerceklesti? Akademinin ¢evre miicadelelerine nasil
katkilart oluyor? Akademi ve ¢evre miicadelesi arasinda nasil iliskiler
kuruldugunu diisiiniiyorsunuz?

5. Hangi kosullarda farkli ¢evre miicadelelerinin ve ¢evre ile ilgili ¢alisan sivil
toplum kuruluslariin birbirleriyle iliskiler kuracagini diistiniyorsunuz?

6. Bir ¢evre miicadelesinin basarili olma kriterlerini nasil siralarsiniz?

7. Tirkiye’deki ¢cevre hareketlerine dair genel olarak diisiincelerinizi anlatabilir

misiniz?
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APPENDIX D

LONG TRANSLATED QUOTES

1. Ayaklar denizde yiizii gokyiiziine komsu olan bir yer. Tiirkiye’nin en yagis
alan yeri Hopa-Arhavi... Tiirkiye’nin en kurak yeri de Artvin Yusufeli’nde...
Bu da Artvin’e mikro habitatlar agisindan bir zenginlik bahsetmis. Hem kurak
hem nemli hem de yar1 nemli yar1 kurak yerlerde yetisen bitki ¢esitliligi
var... Artvin’in bitkisel ¢esitliligi, hayvan gesitlilige, {iriin ¢esitlilige yansir...
2730 tiir 200 kiisur tane endemik tiir var. Ureticiler bitkiler, onlarin gesitli
oldugu yerde tiiketici ¢esitliligi de var... Bu yalnizca insan degil, hayvani,
bocegi.... [Artvin] ¢cok 6zel bir mekan.

2. Kafkasor ayn1 zamanda bizim sehirden sikilip gidip piknik yapabildigimiz
insanlarin nefes alabildigi iist tarafimizdaki yer, Cerattepe de oranin {ist tarafi.
Cerattepe’de madencilik yapilacak dendigi an “Nasil yani sehrin tistiinde
madencilik mi olur?” diye tepki verdim.

3. ...herkesin ge¢inme kaygisi var. Bu Artvin igin ¢ok 6nemli ¢iinkii Artvin
memur sehri. Memursan esnafsan geginirsin ama fazlasi yok. Herhangi bir
gence is saglayacak alan yok. Bu yilizden herkesin ge¢im kaygisi var. Artvin
egitim acisindan ¢ok iyidir 6zellikle Savsat ve Ardanug tarafi. Kalkiyorsun
gidiyorsun tiniversite okuyorsun gelip is bulamiyorsun.

4. Cok rahat yasanabilir giivenli bir memleket burasi. Soyle 6rnek vereyim sana
simdi ben arabami1 ben biraz sey adamim ¢ok diizenli biri degilim. Arabanin
camini acik birakabilirim kapisini agik birakabilirim falan vesaire oniinde de

benim telefon numaram var...Artvin boyle bir yer...burada giinliik hayat
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nasil gidebilir ki onun diginda? Rahatsin giivenilirsin kendini korumak
kollamak zorunda degilsin. Endiselerin minimum yani rahat bir hayat.

. Artvin yasamasi kolay bir sehir. Ozellikle kadinlar i¢in kolay bir sehir. Biiyiik
sehrin tantanasi kosturmacasi yok burada. Evle isimin aras1 5 dakika stiriiyor.
O sebeple kendimize daha ¢ok vakit kaliyor, kendimize daha ¢ok zaman
ayirabiliyoruz. Burada sosyal acidan ¢ok fazla bir sey yok gibi goriiniiyor.
Aslinda insan iliskileri olarak daha ¢ok sey yapabiliyoruz. Insanlarin Artvin
sevgisi. Herkes seviyordur ama biz ¢ok seviyoruz. Bana deseler size su kadar
para verecekler gel Istanbul’da en liiks yerde yasa deseler gidemem. Ben
baska yerde yasamak istemiyorum. Buradaki cogu insan da baska yerde
yasamak istemiyor...Biz burada saat 7 bugukta arkadaslarla ¢ikip da
Katravan’da ¢ay icmeyi seviyoruz. Bu goriis herkeste ortak oldugu icin bu
miicadele de ayakta duruyor.... Cocugumu giivenle sokaga
birakabiliyorum... Biz bunlar1 seviyoruz, biz yesili seviyoruz.

Dedigim gibi Artvin kiiciik bir yer ve herkes memleketini ¢ok seviyor. Bu
tamamen doga sevgisinden gelen bir sey. Biz disariya gittigimizde Artvinliyim
dedigimizde hayranlikla biz de gelmek istiyoruz derler... Biz gittigimiz
yerlerde Artvin’i agzimizdan diisiiremiyoruz. Ciinkii memleketi seviyoruz,
buradaki yasam alanim seviyoruz. Insanlar zaten hosgoriilii, misafirperver.
Insanlar bunun yok olmasini istemiyor, ¢iinkii yabancilasma oldu mu zaten yok
olacak. Cok bakir bir yer. Artvin’i Karadeniz seridi boyunca olan tiim illerden
ayiran ¢ok ozellik var.

. Yesil Artvin dediginiz zaman igine kimliginde Artvin yazan herkesin i¢inde
kendini buldugu bir isimdir Yesil Artvin. Artvin'in i¢inde yasadigimiz igin

otomatik olarak siz zaten hani 6rdek yavrusu dogar. Yumurtadan ¢ikar ilk
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kostugu yer sudur yani atlar havuza atlar. Nereden biliyorsa ylizmeyi? Niye?
Kodlanmistir 0. O 6rdek yavrusu havuzla ben Artvin’le kodlanmigim.
Dolayisiyla elbette ki ilk tarafim Artvin’dir Yesil Artvin’dir yani ben
mahvedilmis bir Artvin'de yasayamam. Ben bozkir bir Artvin'de yasayamam
ve ben tepesi yok edilmis kafasi pargalanmis, beyni parcalanmis, yarin
diinyanin en biiyiik mezarhigi olacak bir Artvin'de yasamak istemiyorum.
Dolayisiyla ben otomatik zaten bu isin i¢indeyim.

Gegmiste calisarak geciyordu. Simdi Artvin’deki ¢evresel olaylarin
durumuna gore gegiyor. O gilinkii yapacagimiz ¢aligmalara gore
sekilleniyoruz. Cok programli olmuyor. Bazen dnceden planlasak da bazen de
ona gore planliyoruz hayatimizi. Mesela maden ihaleleri var. Onu bir an 6nce
haritalandiriyoruz, toplanti yapiyoruz, ona gore giinlimiizii sekillendiriyoruz.
Ya da birisi artyor HES’le ilgili destek istiyor. Oraya basini gétiiriiyoruz. Ya
da gitmemiz gerekiyor... Tabii pandemi nedeniyle hareket alanimiz daha
kisitli. Artvin’in iist tarafinda olan madenle ilgili takip etmemiz gereken
seyler var. Su anda biz hala onlarin her seyini takip etmeye calistyoruz, bilgi
almaya calistyoruz, etrafindan dolanip ne oldugunu anlamaya ¢alistyoruz.
Aslinda su anda frenlemeye ¢alisiyoruz felaketi fazla bir sey yaptigimiz
sOylenemez.

Artvin’de yasamaya devam eden her insanin bu dayanismaya katilmasi
gerekiyordu ve sonugta da katildilar. Bu havay1 soluyacakasak burada
yasamaya devam edeceksek ki biz bunun miicadelesini verirken de hep bunu
sOyledik. Gelen hocalarimiz uzmanlarimiz bunu sdylediler. Artvin’de
yasamin olabilmesi i¢in madenin ¢ikmamasi gerekiyor. Cikardiklar1t maden

beynimizde... Artvin’in yerlesiminin bir insan bedeni olarak
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diisiindiigimiizde kafasi tepede bir maden ¢ikiyor beyninin i¢inden. Suyum
ordan geliyor, havam oradan geliyor. Ormanimi yok ediyorlar.

YAD 95°te kuruldu. Kurulustan itibaren bir parti giidiimiine girmedi. Herkesi
kucaklayan bir kurulustu. Hatta o donemin valisi siz bir dernek kurun yoksa bu
isin icinden ¢ikamazsiniz dedi. Hepimiz kurucuyduk, o zamandan beri
liyesiyiz. Bir partiye dayanmadi. Ortak bir ¢cevre olayma dayandirildi. Partiler
iistii oldu. Oradaki arkadaslarin diizglin diiriist olmalar1 o ¢ok biiyiik katki
yapti...

Yesil Artvin Dernegi kurulusundan itibaren farkli gruplari bir araya
getirebilmis. Orgiitlii bir miicadele 6rmeniz gerek diyen bir valinin tavsiyesine
uymuslar. Dernegin ilk kurulusunda da partilerden temsilciler istemigler. Ama
partilerden temsilciler derken bu dernegi siyasallagtirmamiglar. Tiimiiyle ¢evre
miicadelesi odakli bir merkez haline getirmisler. Ama toplumsal temsiliyet
anlaminda da biitiin gruplar1 almislar. Asla politiklestirmemisler. Bir ¢evre
miicadelesinin birlikte yiiriitiildiigli bir alan haline gelmis.

[Hocalardan biri] dedi ki eger bunu [kurulacak dernegi] siyasi bir toplanmaya
doniistiirmezseniz ben de sizlere yardimer olurum ve doniistirmeyin. O da
anlattt buranin dogal yapis1 hakkinda bir seyler. Bizim kiymetli bir yerde
yasadigimiz1 filan da sdyledi. Biz de dedik tamam o zaman bir dernek
olusturalim, herkesi kapsayan bir sey olsun. Ondan sonra dernek olusturuldu.
Birisi gelip bir sey soyliiyordu, duydugumuzu hemen aktariyorduk.

Yasam hakkimiz. Hi¢ baska bir sey yok. Yesil Artvin Dernegi bunun 6nciisii
oldu. ik basladiginda 2000 éncesiydi. O zaman da iktidar partilerinin siyasi
partilerin temsilcileri karsi olanlarla beraber imza atabiliyordu. Tiim Artvin

halki bunun igerisinde oldu. Yesil Artvin, politik bir organizasyon degildi.
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Yasadigimiz yeri, ¢evreyi, dogayi seviyoruz. Ekonomik olarak gii¢liiyliz ¢eker
gideriz diye bir seyimiz de yok. Bizim gidebilecegimiz bagka bir yer olmadigi
icin yasam hakkimizi miicadelesini verdigimiz i¢in birlik beraberlik oldu.
Atalarim dedelerim 300-400 y1l boyunca buradan hi¢ gitmemis. Ben de higbir
yere gidemem.

Meslegim gazetecilikti tamam da... Onun da Otesinde sonugta bu sehirde
yastyordum. Burada bir bagkasina olacak olan bana da olacakti... O ylizden
ister istemez tarafli oluyorsun... Ben ister istemez maden sirketi karsisinda
tarafliydim. Ben basinim ben taraf tutmayayim diyemezdim. Ciinkii bu sehirde
yastyordum ben, meslegimi bu sehirde icra ediyordum. Cocugum var. Onun
icin tarafli olmam gerekiyordu. Yasadikca bunu daha iyi anliyorsun. Yukarida
yasadigin bir kent var, tepende maden var, i¢tigim su var.. Benim bir yagam
tarzim var. Ben kizimla Cerattepe’de gezmek isterken is makinesinin sesini mi
duyacagim?

Murgul’dan biliyorum o madenin ne kadar kotii oldugunu. Giin i¢inde siren
sesleri gelirdi. Herkes eve kapanirdi ¢iinkii patlatma yapilirdi. Tas gelirdi
evimizin camlar1 kirilirdi. Oradan biliyorum nasil yok ettigini o sehri...Bizim
o zamanlar oturdugumuz evleri su an ahir olarak kullaniyorlar. Burada da agik
galeriye donerlerse burada da daha c¢ok patlatmalar olacak, daha ¢ok zarar
verecekler ¢evreye. Bunu bildigim i¢in bu miicadelenin i¢inde olmak istedim.
Madene karsilik derken gengligimizden Murgul maden isletmelerini biliyoruz
zaten. Tirkiye’nin en biiyiik bakir isletmelerinden biri Artvin’de. Yillardir
hizmet veriyor. Orada nefesin bile zor alindigini, doganin 6ldiigiinii biliyoruz.

Madenin nasil bir kirlilik oldugunu biliyoruz.
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Diyorum ya bak maydanoz mesela aksam bakiyorsun Oyle giizel ki yesermis
sey olmus. Sabah bakiyorsun sap sar1 olmus bdoyle gazel. Yemin ederim boyle
gazel oluyordu. Neden oluyordu? Boyle duman yukaridan riizgar bu tarafa mi
vuruyor seyden koca koca borulardan ¢ikan. SO2 gazi diisiin o gazin ¢ikip da
sahaya yayilmasinda goriilen zarar 6yle. Babami s6yleyeyim 55 yasinda benim
babam siroz hastasi oldu. Neden oldu? Maden kalip ¢ikiyor. Boyle maden
dokiliiyor kalip ¢ikiyor. Oradan ¢ikan dumandan her ne kadar da o zamanin
maskesi nasil bir maskeydi hatirlayamam. Bir maskesi vardi, eldivenleri vardi.
Gelirdi ayaklar1 yanmis sey olmus. Her ne kadar da dogal yese mesela siit i¢se,
yogurt ne yerse yesin demir cigerlerine islemisti.

Birka¢ tane adam getirip projeyi anlatiyorlar. Ondan sonra sizin
sOylediklerinizin 6nemi olmadig gibi zaten fazla bir sey sdyleme sansiniz da
olmuyor. Onlar agisindan bir prosediirii yerine getirme toplantis1 oluyor. Oraya
not ediyorlar. Halki bilgilendirme toplantist yapilmistir o kadar. Halki
bilgilendirme toplantis1 gostermelik toplantilar oldugu goriisiine ulastik gevre
miicadelesi deneyimlerimizde. Halki bilgilendirme toplantilarina katilamam
yoniinde bir ortak karar belirledik. Burada da o sekilde oldu. Toplantiy1
protestoya doniistiirmeyi hedefledik. Nitekim toplant1 baslar gibi olamadan
dagildi. Kiirsiiyii isgal ettiler. Ama onlar halkin katilimi toplantist yapilmistir
ama halk bilgilenmek istememistir seklinde gosteriyorlar. Halbuki diinyada bu
boyle olmamis. Diinyada halkin katilimi demokratik bir siirec... Bizimkiler
gostermelik bir sekilde uyguluyor.

Dedigim gibi Artvin’de yasamayi ¢ok seviyoruz. Bu maden ¢aligsmalarinda ben
son 19 yildir buradayim hemen hemen de 19 yildir igerisindeyim. Artvin’e

gelmeyen insanlarin bizim hayatimizda bdyle bir s6z hakkina sahip olmasi ¢ok
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tizliyor beni. Orada ndbetlesme donemimizde devletin yetkilileri geldiginde
birebir sohbetlerimizde arabalarinin Onlerini kesip nereye gittiklerini
sordugumuzda yerine bakmaya gidiyoruz diyorlardi... Yani, heniiz
goriilmemis bir yer...Bunun orada yasayan insanlara ne getirecegini bilmeden
ihale ediyorsunuz.

Bu miicadele gelenegi 12 Eyliil’den gelen bir sey. Burasi ge¢miste
demokrathigiyla bilinen, sol kiiltiir almis, okur yazar, diisiiniir bir kent burasi.
Aslinda ¢ok 6zel bir kenttir. Bir tarafinda Rize olup bir tarafinda da Erzurum
olan bir ilin bu kadar aydin olmasi enteresan bir durumdur. Dolayisiyla bir
miicadele gelenegi 12 Eyliil 6ncesi de var. Tabii o siire¢ buray agir bir sekilde
ezip gegmis. 1300’e yakin insan Artvin Dev Yol davasi diye yargilanmus,
yillarca iceride yatanlar olmus. Ama buna ragmen eski sol kiiltlir onun etkisi,
biraz okur yazarlik diisliniirliik vatan sevgisi etkisyle direnis kiiltlirii hep
yasamis. Dolayisiyla orgiitlenme bilinci de var. Tarihten gelen bir birikimi de
var. Sonraki siirecte de dogru insanlarin yola ¢ikasiyla da burada bir gevre
miicadelesi olusmus. Halkta da taban bulmus.

Artvin’de maden ¢ikmamast gerekiyor. Bunun sebebi de ne? Fiziki yapu.
Insanlarin dogaya diiskiin olmasi. Gergekten sunu sdyleyebilirim her on
Artvinliden 8i dogaya gergekten diiskiindiir. Bu benim kendi yasam tarzim
acisindan madene kars1 olma sebebim. Diger sebepse kentte bir olusum var ve
bunun biitiin siyasi partilerle birlesmis bir giic eger karsiysa buna demek ki
orada halk istemiyor.

Biz daglarda ¢ok gezdigimiz i¢in de 12 Eyliil’den sonra esasinda bazi seyler
ranta acilmaya baglamisti. Ormanlarda da Oyle ranta agilan inanilmaz seyler

vardi. Burasi kiiciik bir yer oldugu i¢in fark edebiliyorsunuz. Bazi seylerin kotii
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gitmeye basladigini fark etmeye baslamistik. Dolayisiyla birtakim miicadeleler
basglamuisti...Daha sonra 94’te bunu fark ettik.

[Ben 2000’den sonra Artvin’de yeniden yasamaya basladim. Ben geldikten
sonra] 2005 yilina kadar burada madenle ilgili bir problem yoktu. Sonradan
O0grendigimize gore burada Cominco adli sirketin bir madencilik siireci
yasanmis ama o siirecin sonunda hem valilik tarafindan hem sivil hareket hem
de siyasi iktidar da o donemde bir bigimde bunu sorun olarak gérmiis ve
durdurmuslar.

2005 yilinda Erzurum Idari Mahkemesinde ilk davay1 acttik. Iki ruhsat alani
vardi: Genya Dag1 ve Cerattepe. Durusmasi oldu. Erzurum 2.1dari Mahkemesi
ruhsat ve isletim haklariin iptali i¢in karar verdi. Sirket temyiz etti, danistaya
gitti. Danistay karar1 usulden bozdu. Yani iki ruhsat alan1 var iki dava agmaniz
gerek diyerek. Bu karar geldiginde bizi Erzurum’dan alip Rize’ye bagladilar.
Bu kez biz gidip Rize’de 2 ayr1 dava agtik 2007 yilinda. Rize’de 2017/51-52
sayili dosyalardan o da iptal kararlar1 verdi. Daha sonra 2008-2009 sonunda
karar diizeltme asamalarinda tamamland1 ve ruhsat iptal edildi.

2014 yilinda Cerattepe’de kesif yapildi...Kesiflere halkin katilimi saglandi.
2014 yilinin sonunda mahkemede durusma oldu. O durusma da ¢ok biiyiik
katilimliydi...O davayr 283 kisiyle agmistik. Durugsmadan bir ay sonra karar
aciklandi, davayr kazandik. 2015’in ilk haftasinda karar teblig edildi. Sonra
karar temyiz edildi. Danistay onu onayladi. Esasen Cerattepe’de madencilik
yapilamayacagina iliskin bir karar var elimizde. Bilirkisi raporu filan da
onemliydi. Ornek kararlardan biri oldu... Nitekim mahkeme de o rapora uydu

ve burada madencilik yapilamayacagina karar verdi. 2015’te nisan ay1 sonrasi
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karar1 temyiz edip yliriitmeyi durdurma talebinde bulundular. Danistay onu da
reddetti. O donem o kadar dogru bir karar vermisti.

Sonrasinda sirket yeni CED aldik diye Cerattepe’ye ¢ikmaya calisti. Biz bir
projeye karsi tepkimizi nasil gosterebiliriz? En demokratik yoldan dava
acgtyoruz. Kirmiyoruz, dokmiiyoruz, olay ¢ikarmiyoruz. Dava agiyoruz ve bunu
da gecersiz sayiyorsunuz.... 2015 Temmuz’da 751 kisiyle ikinci dava agildi.
2016 Subat’ina kadar dosyada herhangi bir degisiklik olmada.

Vuruldugumda ¢ok agladim devlet neden halkina boyle davranir diye. O sabah
4 sularinda bir sesle uyandim. Gengler alanda nobetteydi. Askerler benim
evimle o alan arasinda {i¢ viraj var. Ben bizim evin oradan baslayip iki viraja
kadar polis ayak sesleri o gecenin sesinde. Ben o anda dedim ki bitti devlet bizi
gozden c¢ikarmis... Bir aglama basladi. Cocuklarinizi diisliniiyorsunuz,
geleceginizi diislinliyorsunuz ve gercekten bunlart hak etmediginizi
diistiniiyorsunuz... Gergekten bu kadar nefret ben. Hayatim boyunca
gormedim. Bunlar1 yasamak ¢ok ac1 geliyor. Bir firma bunu kazanacak diye bu
kadar insam1 devletin gézden ¢ikarmasi ¢ok aci. Cocuklarmizin gelecegini
elden almasi.

Devlet zor kullanarak her seyi kirabilir. Silah ¢ekecek hali yok kimsenin ama
nihayetinde Cengiz Insaat bir sirket degildi, bunu bir daha gérmiis olduk. Oyle
olunca da her seyi yapabilme giicline sahip bir grup. Bu insanlara bu
yapitlmamaliydi. En giizel lisanla anlatti bu insanlar. Kiifretmediler, bir sey
yapmadilar. Polisler kiiflirler ettiler kadinlara. Bu polise olan giiveni de
sarstyor. Devlet dedigin sey glivenlik giiciidiir. Bu insan diyor ki memleketimiz
soyuluyor birincisi, ikincisi de biz burada daha yasayamayiz zengin degiliz su

yok.
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O siirecte maden sirketinin burada kurdugu uydurma dernekler oldu. Para
vererek kurdurduklar1 dernekler var. Bizim Artvin Platformu Dernegi diye...
Ayda bes bin on iki kisiye... Bunlar iste bu toplumu bdlsiinler halki bu
miicadeleden caydirsinlar diye kurulmus seyler... Onun disinda bu miicadele
ilk etapta kar saglayacak gruplar var kamyoncular gibi. Bunlarla siirdiiriilen o
siirecin tiimiinde strdiiriilen iligkiler, ikna etmeler var. Netice itibariyle
yukariya beton tasiyacak satacak lazim.

Yarginin kararindan sonra da toplumsal anlamda kirilmalar basliyor. Daha
once siz basarili olurken c¢evrenizde olanlar c¢ok oluyor. Ama yenilgi
zamanlarinda ¢ikar gruplar1 hemen terk ediyor. Burada {iziicii olan su. Sirkette
is ekmek kaygisiyla c¢alisanlar olabilir. Ama burada is birligi yapan,
miicadelenin 6n saflarinda yer almis, solda insanlari secgerek is birligine
zorluyor sirket. Bu siirecte sirket devlet ayrimi yok. Bu sirketin biiyiik ortaginin
kim oldugunu herkes biliyor. Bu durumda da hic¢bir kamu idarecisi sirketin
onilinde duracak higbir sey yapmiyor. Her tiirlii kamu idaresi hizmetlerinde. ..
Ekonomik olarak da su anda carsida olan seylerle alakali madenle bir problem
yasamiyoruz. Ben kisisel olarak sdyleyeyim ben de esnafim maden teklifte
bulundugu zaman reddediyorum. Bir miiddet sonra hi¢ gelmiyor...Ama
madende ¢alisan ayni sektordeki adamlar ekonomik olarak biiylimeye bagliyor.
Benim onlarla rekabet giiciim azaliyor. Bir miiddet sonra benim direng giiciim
kirilmayacaktir. Ben parami kazanacagim ama rekabet sansim azaliyor. Yani
ben artik ekonomik olarak biiyiime sansim1 kaybediyorum. Insanlarm direnci
kiriliyor. Yavas yavas herkes teslim olacaktir yani.

Herkes yaptig1 eylemlerden, tuttugu nobetlerden insanlar ceza aldi. Bir donem

burada adim attirmamaya ¢alistilar. Her tlirlii basin agiklamasini, protesto
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hakkini, eylem hakkini...Tiirkiye’de birgok yerde yasak ama Artvin’de bir de
OHAL i¢inde OHAL getirdiler. Cerattepe’yi de bahane ederek biitiin
muhalefeti sondiirmeye muhalefetin hareket alanini kisitlamaya doniik bir
politika yarattilar burada.

O zamanin sartlariyla su anin sartlar1 ayni degil. Simdiki siyasi baski,
toplumsal baski o zaman yok. O zaman [1990lar ve 2000lerin basi] donemin
valisinin verdigi fikirle bu dernek kuruluyor. Simdiki valilerimiz halkin
yaninda olmaktansa sirketin yaninda olmayi tercih ettiler. O sebeple de biz
saglam bir miicadele gosteremedik. Biirokratik anlamda bir desteginiz olmazsa
siz yerelde istediginizi sdyleyin o fikrin hicbir gecerliligi olmaz. Yapilamaz.
Biirokrasi 6nemli. Bizim arkamizda kimse yok. Milletvekilleri bize destek
olmuyor.

Mahkeme karar vermis. Bu sartlarda bu yasam alaninda bu maden olmaz. Ya
Artvin ya maden demis ve Artvin’den yana tavrin1 koymus. Danigtay’da bu
karar karara baglanmis. Simdi yani hani o sey muhabbeti var ya eski Tiirkiye.
Eski Tiirkiye olsa tek adam diizeni olmasa diktatorlik olmasa yarginin
yiirlitmenin yasamanin tek bir elde toplandig: siire¢ olmasa hukuk zaten yine
bizden yana. Hukuk bizden yana ve bu madenin burada olabilme sans1 yok ama
su anda kapitalist mantiiyla ben iilkeyi sirket gibi yonetecegim dedigi igin.
... dernek yapmak istedigi her seyi yapti. Soylemek istedigi her seyi sdyledi,
kimseden korkmadi, ¢cekinmedi... Bu sikint1 yasayacagimiz en biiyiik olaylar
memurlarin katildigi durumlar... [O zamandan beri] burada miicadeleyi
kaybetmek iizere oldugumuzu soOyleyenler sayimizin azaldigini soyler.
Sayimmiz fikir olarak azalmiyor. Yani mobing uygulanan kisiler meydanlarda

bulunamiyor. [Yine de] dernegin ¢abasi giizel... Herkesi ayn1 anda ayn1 yerde
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toplamaya caligmasi, hosuna gitmese bile orta yolu bulmaya calismasi, her
fikre sicak bakmasi, hosuna gitmese bile iyi davranmasi bu miicadeleyi
giiclendirdi. Bizim i¢cinde bulunmamizi sagladi acikgasi.

... dernek igerisinde ilk baslarda biz soyle bir sey yaptik. Bu miicadelenin bir
partinin, bir grubun, bir goriisiin siyasi miicadelesi degil. Bu Artvin halkinin
c¢ikari, yasam miicadelesi oldugunu topluma bunu anlattik ve burada eger bir
siyasi partiye dayandirsaydik, bir goriisiin miicadelesi diye eger lanse etseydik
bunu bastan kaybetmistik. Bizim miicadelenin uzun siire devam etmesinin
nedeni genis kesimlere bu miicadelenin benimsetilmesi, yani bu miicadelenin
yasam miicadelesi oldugunun kabul edilmesidir.

YAD kendisinin siyasi bir mekanizma olmadigini belirterek Orgiitlenme
yaptyor. Cevre konusunda en dogru olanin da bu oldugunu diisiiniiyorum
clinkii 16 Subat’ta Cerattepe eylemi basladiginda orada solcular varken
sagcilar da vardi. Bunlar1 es gecemeyiz. Su anki duruma bakarsak soldan da
satan oldu sagdan da.... Ama o giin eylemde {ilkiicii ¢ocuklar da vardi. YAD’1n
basarili oldugu nokta budur bana gore. Toplantilar yapiliyor. Bazen tiim
STK lar tiim partilerden temsilciler ¢agriliyor. Bu son seyde [maden ¢ikmaya
basladiktan sonraki donem] sadece AKP yok. Cagriliyor ama gelmiyor.
MHP’den de yonetimde bir kisi vardi o da artik MHP istemedigi i¢in
yonetimden c¢iktt. YAD ortada oldugunu her zaman sdyledi “Ciinkii bu
miicadele siyasi bir miicadele degil.” diyerek bunu sagladi.

1980’lere kadar yaratilan aydinlanma kiiltiirii, bu ilerici toplumsal iklim 12
eyliil doneminde inanilmaz bir toplumsal drgiitlenme ve giic yaratti. ilerici bir
dalga yaratti. O donem en gii¢lii 6rgiit Dev-Yol’du. Dev-Yol, Tiirkiye’deki en

kitlesel sol hareket. Dev-Yol’un Ankara’dan sonra en fazla saniginin oldugu il
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Artvin... Bu Artvin’in baska bir tarihi oldugunu gosteren bir sey. O donem
devrimci yolun bu kadar iyi Orgiitlenebilmesinin nedeni c¢alisma tarzi.
Insanlarla birebir temas kurmasiydi...Dogrudan insanlarin karsilastigi ve
yasadig1 sorunlar iizerinden planli programli bir ¢alismayla ¢ok kisa zamanda
cok siki1 bir drgiitlenmeye sahip olabilmislerdi o donem. Tabii 12 Eyliil darbesi
oldu ve o insanlar bir anda buharlagsmadilar. Tabii bir siirii insan hayatini
kaybetti -¢ok nitelikli insanlar o déonem hayatlarin1 kaybetti- bir siirii insan
baska illere go¢ etmek zorunda kaldi...ama tabii ki buharlagsmadilar, bir kismi1
Artvin’de yasamaya devam etti. En azindan yarattiklari o kiiltiir yagayabilmis.
Direnis kiiltiirii, orgilitlenme kiiltiirii... Mesele doniip dolasip Cerattepe’ye
geldigi zaman da Artvin’e daha once gelmemis gitmemis sermayedarlarin
buradaki topraklari ele gecirmesine karsi bir direnis kiiltiirii yarattilar.
Mesrulukla militanlig1 bir araya getiren farkl orgiitler tizerinden farkli insanlar
bir karar veriyordu ve ona gore bir eylem tarzi olusturuluyordu. Bir de giiven
duygusu fazlaydi. YAD’1 seffaf bir siireg, o seffaflik, o insanlar1 farkli farkl
insanlara agma, farkli farkli kesimlere hem igerideki hem disaridaki Artvin’in
hem koyleriyle hem siyasi partiyle, dernegiyle, muhtariyla oradan insanlari
direnisin bir pargas1 haline getirebilmek aslinda 6nemli bir meziyet isteyen bir
durumdu.

Bunu miimkiin kilan Artvin’in sosyolojik yapisi. Burada siyasal iliskiler de ¢ok
keskin degildir. Bir de YAD’1n hassasiyeti ¢cok dnemli. Biz de o dernegin
unsurlarindaniz. Yaptigimiz toplantilarda da soldan sagdan muhtarlardan
derneklere kadar hepsi vardi. O toplantilarda da dilimize sdylemimize ¢ok
dikkat ediyorduk. Daha cok ¢evre merkezli bir dil kullaniyorduk. Siyasal dil

kullanmaktansa gilincel hayatimizi ne kadar etkileyip etkilemeyecegiyle ilgili
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bir dil kullamiyorduk o sirada da ortak noktayr yakaliyorduk. Kimseyi
incitmemeye 6zen gosteriyorduk. Bunun hata oldugunu diisiinenler olsa da
bence degil. YAD bu ¢izgiyi hep korudu.

Su haritalar1 isaretliyor hocalar. Cevher stok alani. Tumba sahasi, acik isletme
sahas1 falan filan...Onlar1 isaretliyorlar oradan anliyoruz yani...Onlar
veriyoruz hocalara onlar oradan haritalandirma yapiyorlar. Digerleri kendi
alanlarinda soyle olursa sdyle olur. Herkes kendi alaninda goriislerini
belirtiyor. Ona gore de hem mahkemelere hazirlaniyoruz hem bilimsel raporlar
olusturuyoruz. Bagska tiirlii olmuyor yani...Basit anlatiyoruz. Anlattigimiz bu
esasinda. Bununla goriince yani gorseli kullaninca ezbere anlatmaktan daha
etkili oluyor. Dolayisiyla bu ¢ok basarili bir ¢calisma oldu. Kap1 kap1 gezdik.
Elimize bunu aliyoruz, falan yerde giin var falan bahcede toplanmis kadinlar
bizi bekliyor. Mahalle mahalle elimizde bununla...Bunun arkasini ¢evirmedik
boyle gezdik. Yolda giderken de birisi sorarsa cevap veriyoruz. Ogretmen
arkadaslara anlattik ilk once. Hangi dili kullanacagiz ne sdyleyecegiz, ne
anlatacagiz...

Ormancilar derneginin katkisiyla uluslararasi imza kampanyasi yaptik. Her
gelen biirokrata gidip anlatiyorduk. Ekolojik yapiy1, neden burada olmamasi
gerektigini bilimsel verilerle anlatiyorduk. Bunlar1 yapabilmemiz i¢in de bu
bilim insanlarinin yillar igerisinde buraya gelip inceleyip bunlar
raporlandirmalar1 gerekti. Onlarin katkilar1 olmasaydi bunlar1 yapamazdik.
Esasinda bilim insanlar1 ¢ok fazla sayida degil. Onca {iniversitemiz var ama
cogu kilin1 kipirdatmiyor. Sesleri ¢cikmiyor, bilim insan1 demek {izilintii veriyor.
Dogru bildigini aktarmasi gerekir ama onu toplum yararina kullanmiyor. Yani

lic maymuna dondiiler...Gergek bilim insanlart elin tagin altina koyuyorlar,
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onlar da ¢ok az. 2006’da Artvin Orman Fakiiltesinin rapor yaymlamasi 6nemli
bir 6rnek. Bunu yaptilar, akademik kuruldan da gegirerek bunu yayinladilar ve
biz de onu mahkemede kullandik?

Benim hafizamda sey yer etmis. 98 senesinde Kafkasor’de Ziilfii Livaneli
konseri yapilmaisti, temasi da “Madene Hayir’di. Ben 6 yasindaydim o donem.
Yine ben 6-7 yaslarindayken biitiin diikkanlarda “Artvin’in Yesili Solmasin,
Madene Hayir!” stikerlar1 goériiyordum. O da kafamda yer ediyordu. Madenin
kotlii bir sey olduguna dair bir hafizayla biiyiidiim aslinda. Sehirdeki o
kodlardan sey olustu yani burada yetisen Artvinli bir geng madenin kot bir
sey oldugunu aslinda anliyordu etrafindaki etkinliklerden, afislerden Gtiirii.
Ben de o donem biiyiiyen bir gencim. Bu madenin Artvin’e zarar verecegini,
Artvin’i yok edecegini o yillarda 6grenmeye bagliyordum.

[Baslangicta Kazdaglar1 Kardesligi diye bir olusumumuz vardi]..Bayramic’te
bu [agac¢] kesiminden bir y1l 6ncesi her on bes gilinde bir ya da ayda bir toplanip
altin  madenciliginin gelecegi, sondajlarin yapilacagi, buralarin hep
ruhsatlandirildigina iliskin konusuluyordu...Son on yildir buraya yerlesmis,
burada yasayan ¢evre hareketlerinden olsun, kadin hareketinden olsun pek ¢ok
hareketten gelen insanlar var. Bunu da kullanarak haklarimiz neler, ne
yapabiliriz lizerine konugsmaya baslamistik. Sonra birden bu drone goriintiileri
ortaya ¢ikip orasi patlak verince disaridan insanlar gelip Balaban’da nobet
tutulmaya baglandi. O zaman ¢ok biiyiik bir sehirli kitle oraya akin etti. Nobette
kalanlarin da ¢ogu disaridan ve sehirlerden gelmis kitleydi. Ama biz yerelde
zaten bunu adim adim baslamistik bir sekilde. Haliyle hareket, bu

Kazdaglariyla ilgili hareket de biraz sehirli oldu.
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2015 yilinda buraya tasindim. Cevre miihendisligi okudum ama higbir zaman
o isi yapmadim. Buraya gelmeden once Istanbul’da beyaz yakali olarak
calistyordum. O zaman da atalik tohumlarin izini siiriiyordum. Gezi sonrasinda
partnerimle beraber kirsalda yagama hayali kurmaya basladik. 2014 yilinda
isimden istifa ettim. Buraya tasindigimizda 2 yil Camtepe koylinde yasadik.
[Orada yasarken] baraj, termik santral, maden ocaklari, tas ocaklar1 gibi nemli
cevre sorunlar1 oldugunu fark ettik. Istanbul’da yasarken bunlar dikkatimizi
¢ekmiyordu. Bahgedere’den bir arazi aldik. Bizim aldigimiz arazinin oldugu
alana 2007 yilinda maden sondajlar1 yapildigini 6grendik. O donemki
miicadeleyle oradaki proje durmus sonrasinda. Bizim miicadeleye [Kirazli ve
digerleri] katilma sebebimiz yasam alanini koruma zorunlulugu oldu.

Zaten dogayla birlikte yasama amaciyla buraya gelmistik. Sonrasinda
koylimiize yakin bir yere Alamos Gold’un Camyurt altin madeni projesi geldi.
Koydeki bilgilendirme toplantisina biz de bu neymis diye gittik. Yaklagik 2
buguk sene oluyor... Orada 6grendik altin madeninin ne oldugunu, yaratacagi
yikimi... Cevre derneklerinden insanlar gelmisti, onlar anlatti. Baktik pek
kimse harekete gegmiyor ne olacak... Oyle basladik biz de miicadeleye. Once
bir neyin ne oldugunu O6grenme donemi gecti, sonra nasil miicadele
edecegimizi konustuk... Sosyal medya hesaplar1 actik. Dava siireclerini takip
ettik. Bir sene sonra yine ayni sirketin Kirazli’daki maden i¢in izinleri ¢at cat
verildi ve orasi iki buguk ayda agaglar kesildi bir kismin, iist toprak siyrildi.
Oncelikle ben kendi adima saglikl1 bir ¢evrede yasamak istiyorum. Bu
bolgeye gelirken bu niyetle geldim. Akdeniz’de yasiyordum. Saglikl ve
sessiz bir gevrede yasayayim diye... Ama ne yazik ki su anda yasadigim yer

i¢in bir tehdit oldugunu goérdiim bu projelerin. Bu tehdite karsi benim de
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verilen miicadelede yer almam gerekiyordu bir vatandas sorumluluguyla. O
nedenle igerisinde yer aldim.

Sarikiz benim kutsalim sayilir. Haliyle bu daglar benim i¢in ¢ok bagka anlam
ifade ediyor. Degil altina higbir seye degisecegim... Benim i¢in buranin ruhani
hali ¢ok degerli. O yiizden de art1 bir sorumluluk hissediyorum. ikisi de
katlaninca tabii bu miicadeleden basimizi kaldiramaz hale geldik. Tabii kadin
hareketinden daha az goriintirligiim ve katkim oldu. Simdi de bir sekilde
ekofeminist miicadele yiiriitmeye calisiyorum...Tiirkiye’de kadin hareketiyle
-su son aldigimiz darbelerle- ekoloji hareketini birbirinden ayri olarak
gérmiiyorum. Birisi yasam alanini savunuyor, yasam hakkini savunuyor...
Ikisi de bizi var eden seyler.

Ucg dort kisinin orada cadirda kalmas1 macera boyutu. O sekilde yiiriimiiyor bu
is. Bizim miicadele tarzimiz bu degil. Orada hayatta kalmak gencligin bir
tercihi. Bizim planlamamiz bu degil. Gelip bir yerde 10 yillik miicadele varken
onun iizerine konmak olmuyor. Miicadelenin &ziine o inmiyor. Istanbul’dan
gelip buradaki miicadeleyi yonetemezsin. Siyasi kimlikle bu is olmaz.

Bu arada pandemide cezalar kesildi. Pandemi Oncesinde valilik yasakladi
ormanda kalmay1. Aslinda gayet yasal bir hak, ormanda da kalabilirsin protesto
hakkin1 da gergeklestirebilirsin, dogan1 da koruyabilirsin... Ormanda kalmak
yasak diye bagladilar ceza kesmeye. ...Her giin drone etrafimizdaydi... Ondan
sonrasinda en biiyiik cezalar pandemiyle geldi. Artik kisti. Sirket ¢alismadigi
i¢in ¢ok biiyiik bir kalabaliga da ihtiya¢ yoktu orada. Pandemide de “Tamam.”
dediler, “4 kisi kalmigken ¢ikin buray1 bosaltin yoksa tahliye edileceksiniz”
dediler. “Yok.” dedik, “sirket orada, onlar1 ¢ikarmiyorsunuz niye bizi

cikariyorsunuz, onlar ¢ikinca biz zaten gidecegiz” dedik. Sonrasinda para
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cezalar1 yagmaya bagladi... 2 ay kadar biz orada 4 kisi kaldik. O arada
Canakkale’de higbir yerde ormana ¢ikmak yasak degildi. Sadece bizim nobet
alanimizin basinda bir yol var iki basinda jandarma bekliyor tiim giin. Gelmek
isteyene yasak deyip almiyorlar. Orada bizi yalnizlastirmaya calistilar. Sonra
yasaklar kalkinca nobette olan insanlar geri donmek istedi. Her gelene ceza
yazmaya basladilar. Toplamda 100-150 kisiye 650 bin lira filan ceza kesildi.
Hala 6diiyoruz...Zaten itirazini yaptik adliyede. Hacizler, banka blokeleri filan
basladi. Dayanisma kampanyasiyla 200 bin lira gibi topladik. Hala cezalari
odiiyoruz.

[Balabanli tepesinde nobet eyleminin basladigi giiniin] y1ldoniimiinde, Alamos
Gold ruhsati olmamasina ragmen hala oradaydi. Buna dikkat ¢cekmek ve
nobetin yildonliimiinii kutlamak istedik. Bu neden Pazar giinii [Balabanli
tepesindeki] ndbet alaninda olacaktik. Cumartesi giinli bir basin agiklamasi
yapacaktik. Basin agiklamasina bir buguk saat kala polis basin agiklamasi
yapamayacagimizi, valinin yasakladigini sdyledi. Bir arkadasimiz megafonla
basin aciklamasina izin verilmedigini sdyleyince [gilivenlik gli¢leri] megafonu
elinden aldi. Biiyiik bir alkis vardi. Higbir uyarida bulunmadan bizi gozaltina
aldilar.

Su ana kadar bir basar1 var. Sirketin ruhsat1 yenilenmedi. Nobette kamuoyu
baskis1 dolayistyla hi¢ calisamadilar. ki ayda oray1 o hale getirdiler ve
sonrasinda hi¢ ¢calisamadilar nébetten sonra. Bu bir basar1 ama bitti mi
bitmedi. Tekrar gelebilirler. Biz tekrar nobet tutmaya gidebiliriz. Polisiyle
jandarmasiyla biz oradan sokebilirler. Ormanin korunmasi gerektigini,
paradan daha 6nemli oldugunu bir nebze de olsa insanlara anlatabildik gibi

geliyor bana. Daha ¢ok anlatmamiz lazim.
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Su an ¢ok sikismig bir durumda oldugumuzu diisiiniiyorum. Bu sadece
madencilikle ilgili degil, Tiirkiye’nin genel olarak siyasi durumuyla ilgili.
Cok yogun bir baski var. Su an Kazdaglari’nin neredeyse yiizde 70’inin
ruhsatli bir alana doniistiirtildiigii bir yapidan bahsediyoruz. Her yerden
sondaj haberleri geliyor. Kazdaglari’nin tiimiinii yok edecek bir proje var.
Cengiz bir ayag1 Alamos orada... Cok giiclii bir ag... Bir yerde kaybetmeye
basladiginda aslinda her yerde kaybedecek o yiizden ¢ok sik1 durmak
gerekiyor. Hareketin hukuksal zeminde kazanilmis hicbir seyi tanimadiklar
icin CED iptal davalarini bile bozdurabildikleri i¢cin hukukun {istiinliigii lafta
kaldig1 icin isimiz zor. Daha hukuka dayali bir anlayisla yiiriitiiliiyor olsak bir
sikint1 olmazdi. Biz hukuksal miicadelemizi verip kazandigimiz anda bir oh
cekerdik. Ama su an dyle bir durumda degiliz. Hukuku da tanimiyorlar....
Yapilmamis CED’1 yapilmis gibi gosteriyorlar...Hukukun islememesinden
kaynakl1 ¢ok biiyiik bir ttkanma var. Ikincisi o kadar biiyiik bir toplumsal
bask1 kurdular ki insanlar sokaga ¢ikip hakkini aramakta epey zorlantyor.
Yore halkini harekete gecirememek de bunla ilgili...Bence en kritik nokta.
Adaletsizlik burada bagliyor, hukukun gegerli olmamasi alinan kararlarin
uygulanmamas1 madencilikte bizim elimizi ¢ok baglayan bir sey. Cok
cabaliyoruz ama hukuk olmadiginda tikaniyor. Tabii ki toplumsal baski1
olustuk¢a orada bir seyler olacak. Amacimiz buradaki sesi hi¢cbir zaman
susturmamak, hala bunu yaymaya c¢alisiyoruz.

Bu komite kent konseyi ¢atis1 altinda olustu, i¢cinde belediye baskan
yardimcilar1 vardi. Buradaki nobeti ve ¢cevre hareketini ormana zarar
vermeden organize etmeye calistik. Nobet boyutu biiytlik bir eylemdi ve

gorkemli gegiyordu. Bu nobeti de baslangicta bu komite organize etti
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belediyenin de destegiyle. Sonrasinda her yerden insanlar katildi. Artvin’den,
Munzur’dan, Aydin’dan.... Yurtdisindan destekler geldi. Canakkaleliler de
katildi.

Nobet basladi. Aslinda biz ve bir¢ok dernek is birligi yaparak bu ndbetin
baslamasini orgiitlemistik. Kampanyalar yapip yiikseltmistik. Nobet tutmaya
devam ettik. Ege Marmara Belediye Birligi cagrisiyla nobete gelmisti
insanlar. Fazil Say konseri sonrasinda onlar ndbeti bitirme karar1 aldilar....
Sonra ndbeti bitirme karari aldiklarinda bir ayrisma oldu. Sonrasinda onlarla
yolumuz ayrildi ama onun disinda nobette olanlar Kazdaglar1 Kardesligi,
Kazdagi Koruma Dernegi, Can Cevre Dernegi hep birlikte devam ettik.
Ekoloji Birligi filan orada kalmamizi nobetin devamliligini destekledi.
Nobetin devam edip etmemesinde kirilmalar basladi. Bir kisim nobete devam
etmek isterken bir kisim da “Burada artik durmamizin bir anlam1 yok,
Canakkale merkeze inelim orada nobet devam etsin.” diyordu... Fazil Say
konseri sonrasi olan siireci sOyliiyorum. Balaban tepesi Alamos Gold un
indirmeyi diisiindiigii bir tepe. Orada bulunmak mevzi olarak 6nemli...Her
giin ylirliylisler yapiliyor, insanlar geliyor... Oras1 kazanilmis bir bolge ve
kaybedilmemeli diye bakiliyordu. Bu siirecte ¢ok ciddi tartigsmalar yasandi.
Israrla digerleri “Buray1 birakmamiz gerekiyor, burasi artik bitti, asagi
Canakkale merkeze inecegiz.” dedi. Su ve Vicdan Ndbetini baslatan gruptan
bahsediyorum. Disaridan gelenler, bizim gibi Bayrami¢’ten oraya gidenler
orada kalinmasini tercih etti. Haliyle ¢atisma o zaman baglada.

Tiirkiye yapisinda bir araya gelme sorunu var. Insanlarin ¢ok derdi var.
Insanlar her derdini dillendirmek i¢in tek bir sorunu kullaniyor. Ornegin, Kiirt

sorununun, vejetaryen olmanin vb. oradaki nobetle, miicadeleyle ne ilgisi
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vard1? Neden yereldeki insanlarla hareket etmiyorsun? Yerelin miicadelesi
cok onemli. Bizim oray1 planlarken herkese ¢agr1 yapip her yerde ¢adir kurun
demememiz lazimdi. O konuda Cerattepe’yi ornek alabilirdik; ama biz
onlarin yaptig1 organizasyon yapisini kuramadik. Ayni1 zamanda is boliimii de
yapamadik. Her sey 15 kisinin {izerine kalinca olmuyor.

Disaridan gelenler/Istanbullular komiteye girmek istediler. Ancak, buna izin
vermedik. Bana gore, ¢evre hareketleri yerelden ilerlemeli ve organize
olmali. Biz disaridan gelenlerin orada 1srarla nébet tutmak istemesine karsi
nobeti sehre tasimak istedik. Buna kars1 ¢iktilar. En sonunda ne oldu? 3 kisi
kaldilar, onlar da polislerce gotiiriildii.

Ben Fazil Sayla gittim ve kaldim... Onda da sikintilar olmustu. Su ve Vicdan
ndbetinden ayr1 yapilan ilk forumdan itibaren vardim. Ayri ayr1 forum
yapilmiyordu dncesinde ama o esnada ndbeti devam ettirmek isteyenler ayri
bir forum diizenledi. ilk kopma orada oldu. Sonra Su ve Vicdan ndbeti kendi
koordinasyon ekibiyle baska yerde toplandi. Bizim yanimiza gelip “Biz
ndbetten ¢ekiliyoruz, siz de ¢ekilin, burada sizin gilivenliginizi saglayamayiz.”
diye direktifler vermislerdi...Onlar cekildiler. Belediye kendi ¢cadirlarini aldu.
Oradaki tuvaletlerdi, banklardi, oturma yerleriydi hepsini ald1 nébet
alanindan. Oras1 sadece disaridan gelip cadir atip oraya yerlesen ya da bizim
gibi Bayramig ve yakinlardan gelen insanlarla kaldi...Orada zaten biiyiik bir
kopma oldu. O dakikadan itibaren de “Nobeti biz baslattik biz bitiririz orada
nobet tutanlarla bizim bir iliskimiz yok.” gibi sdylemler olusturarak diglama
otekilestirme hali basladi. Bu zaten biitiin slirece de isledi. Sonraki siire¢ de

bu ikilik Gizerine kuruldu.
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Kirazli biiyiik bir coskuyla basladi bir siirii insan geldi... Onun giirtiltiisiiyle
bircok ihale geri ¢ekildi. Yeni maden alanlar1 veriliyordu, geri ¢ekildi. Bu
giiney tarafinda bir madenin CED olumlu karar1 iptal edildi, normalde olmaz.
Baska yerlerde baska ndbetler basladi. Agaci korumakla ilgili bir fikir
yiikseldigini diistinliyorum. Bir siirii yerde umut oldu. Direnebiliriz,
kurtarabiliriz gibi... O kadar yiikselmis seyi birakip onu diisiiremezdik...
Onun sorumlulugunu da tasidik. ..Insanlar1 da umutsuzluga diisiiremezdik.
Onun i¢in de devam ettik bir yandan... Biitiin o nobet siireci boyunca da
Tiirkiye’deki diger hatta yurtdisinda baska yerlerle de sosyal medya
tizerinden dayanigsma i¢inde olduk...Oralardaki insanlar da dayanigma mesaji
gonderdiler buraya. Bagka sehirlerde Kazdaglari i¢in eylemler yaptilar. Giizel
bir birlesme hali var aslinda.

Maddi destek, yiyecek-igecek destegi yapildi. Ekonomik anlamda esnaf
olarak destegimiz oldu. Her sey esit olarak dagildi. Bu su goriistendir
denmedi. Eczaneler ilaglar1 verdiler... Biz ¢ok anlamayiz o islerden. Sikintili
oldu. Ciinkii neyle karsilasacagimizi az ¢ok biliyorduk. Ama onlarin bize
yapacag1 muameleyi hi¢ bu sekilde hayal etmemistik. Onu da eczacilar
hallettiler... Cok isimize yarad1 yani. Oniimiizii gdrmemizi sagladi. Firmnlar
ticretsiz ekmek sagladi. Herkes elinden geldigince bir seyler yapti. Bazilar1 da

mecbur kaldi.
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