




TENSE, ASPECT AND MODALITY 

I N  THE USE OF THE TURKISH AORIST 

Th i s  s tudy  is  concerned wi th  e x p l i c a t i n g  v a r i o u s  

temporal ,  a spec tua l  and modal phenomena involved i n  t h e  use  

o f  a o r i s t  i n  Turkish which is r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  p resen t - t ime  

denot ing  s u f f i x  i n  t h e  grammars o f  t h e  language. 

The s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  o f  t h e  s tudy  was d a t a  a n a l y s i s .  

The d i f f e r e n t  uses  of  t h e  a o r i s t  such a s :  exp res s ing  p r e s e n t ,  

f u t u r e  and p a s t  t ime,  omnitemporal and gnomic u t t e r a n c e s ,  

p o s s i b i l i t y ,  n e c e s s i t y  and h a b i t u a l i t y  have been d e a l t  w i th  

I n  s o  doing, it has  been found o u t  t h a t  a o r i s t  is  t h e  main 

way t o  express  non-de ic t ic  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  Turkish.  I t  has  t o  

be no ted  t h a t ,  i n  t h e s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  func t ion  o f t h e  a o r i s t  

is n o t  one of t ense .  T h i s  p o i n t  seems t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  reason  

why t h e  Turkish a o r i s t  i s  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  gen iq  zaman 

'b road  tense ' .  

It has a l s o  been s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a o r i s t  does  have a  

temporal  func t ion  b u t  on ly  i n  exp res s ing  p a s t  and future.Hence,  

it can be r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  t e n s e  on ly  i n  connect ion wi th  p a s t  

and f u t u r e .  

One of t h e  important  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  a o r i s t  is t o  

denote  p o s s i b i l i t y  and n e c e s s i t y  which belong t o  t h e  modal 

scale. A l l  t h e  modal uses  o f  t h e  a o r i s t  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  outcome 



of  i t s  f u t u r e  r e f e rence .  

The a o r i s t ,  i n  i t s  h a b i t u a l  use  r e p r e s e n t s  a  series 

of i n d i v i d u a l  e v e n t s  which a s  a  whole make up a  s t a t e  s t r e t c h i n g  

back i n t o  t h e  p a s t  and forward i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h i s  a s p e c t u a l  

f u n c t i o n  is t h e  r e s u l t  of  a  s t r u c t u r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  

world r a t h e r  than  a  phenomenal one. T h i s  is  t h e  main d i f f e r e n c e  

between t h e  p rog res s ive  and a o r i s t  i n  t h e i r  h a b i t u a l  uses .  

The above f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  a o r i s t  a r e  examined bo th  i n  

t h e  complex sen tences  w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  and i n  s imple  s e n t e n c e s  

t h a t  are formed wi th  s eman t i ca l ly  c l a s s i f i e d  ve rbs  such a s  

s t a t e  verbs ,  a c t i o n  verbs ,  e t c . ,  i n  which t h e  p r e d i c a t e  b e a r s  

t h e  a o r i s t  s u f f i x  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  appendix t o  

p rov ide  a  chance of comparison. 

I t  has  been p u t  f o r t h  t h a t  t h e  a o r i s t  does n o t  i n  i t s e l f  

have a  rhetorical func t ion .  The con tex t  o f  u t t e r a n c e  and i t s  

i n t e r a c t i o n  wi th  l i n g u i s t i c  and e x t r a l i n g u i s t i c  f a c t o r s  a s  w e l l  

as t h e  semant ics  o f  t h e  ve rbs  cause  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  meaning. 

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  it has  been proposed t h a t ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  

t h e  former b e l i e f s ,  - ( i ) r  does n o t  denote  p r e s e n t  t ime.  Hence 

t h e  t h e s i s  p rov ides  a  warning a g a i n s t  c a r e l e s s  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  

about t e n s e  usage. 
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